MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 8th MAY 2007 
AT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING, KENTS HILL, MILTON KEYNES.

1. Members present and apologies for absence
The Chairman, Cllr. Laws, welcomed to the meeting members of the Council and the Clerk. Members present were Cllrs. Cockram, Janice Cockram, Maudsley, Bailey and Gathani.  
Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Ferrans and Cllr Dalgarno.
Cllr Ferrans joined the meeting at approximately 9.40pm.
Mark Saunders and Greg Dulson were in attendance.

Cllr Sam Crooks was in attendance for part of the meeting, and Linda Morris attended the meeting as Frithwood Crescent Allotments Representative on behalf of the residents.
2. Declaration of interest
Cllr Gathani expressed her interest in any items concerning the parking in Blanchland Circle as this is where she lives.
3. Election of Chairman

The Clerk explained that at this point in the meeting nominations for Chair of the Parish Council should be put forward for the coming year.  Cllr Cockram proposed that Cllr Laws as Chair for a further year, and this was seconded by Cllr Maudsley.  Cllr Laws commented that he would be pleased to accept this position for a further year.  The Councillors were unanimously in favour of this appointment. 

4. Election of Vice-Chairman
The Clerk requested nominations for Vic-Chair of the Parish Council.  Cllr Janice Cockram nominated and proposed Cllr Maudsley as Vice-Chair.  Cllr Maudsley confirmed that he would be willing to stand as Vice-Chair.  Cllr Cockram seconded and it was unanimously agreed that Cllr Maudsley would Vice-Chair the Council.

5. Co-option of Councillors

Cllr Laws updated the Council as to the candidates standing for co-option.  There have been four candidates expressing an interest in becoming a Parish Councillor for three vacancies on the Parish Council.  One candidate, Robina Sells, had offered her support and expressed an interest in becoming a member; however her family commitments are currently such that she will be unable to attend meetings in the short term.  It was therefore agreed to thank Robina for her interest, invite her to get involved with the Parish Council on projects, where possible, and potentially co-opt Robina on to the Council should vacancies arise at a later date.

Cllr Laws proposed to the Council to co-opt Greg Dulson, Mark Saunders and Sharon Smith as Parish Councillors.  This was seconded by Cllr Maudsley.  All Councillors attending the meeting expressed their agreement in these co-options.  The Clerk was requested to obtain relevant papers and to prepare for signing the official documentation at next meeting.

Action:  Clerk to prepare documentation for signing at next meeting.

6. Public Open Session

Cllr Sam Crooks commended the Parish Council for its efforts in preparing for a Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) pre-meeting.  He also suggested that Milton Keynes Council is keen to discuss parking solutions in the Parish.  Cllr Laws confirmed that a leaflet would be designed for the Blanchland Circle area specifically as an opportunity to discuss residents’ preferences for parking options.  Cllr Gathani offered to deliver these to the Blanchland Circle residents.  Cllr Laws and Cllr Gathani to meet and discuss content of leaflet and how to gather resident views.

Action:  Cllrs Laws and Gathani to meet and discuss parking options leaflet and resident research.

Cllr Laws mentioned that the Probation Service may be potentially available to assist with leaflet delivery.  The Clerk to contact the Probation Service (Kevin Whiteside) to explore opportunities.

Action:  Clerk to contact the Probation Service.

 Cllr Cockram informed the Councillors that there are parking issues on Wadhurst Lane where residents are parking on the road rather than in the parking spaces at the rear of their homes  
Cllr Laws informed the Councillors that Sgt Wilson has left the police force.  Cllr Maudsley encouraged the Councillors to visit the Kingston Police Station, and commented that the PCSOs will be very supportive in assisting with parking issues.  He reported that John Liversedge was quoted in the MK Citizen that crime levels had risen by 17% in one year.  He reiterated that it is important that residents report each and every incident of crime.

7. Approval of the minutes of the last Parish Meeting held on 5th March 2007

Cllr Cockram proposed that the minutes of the last Parish Meeting on 5th March are an accurate account of the meeting and proposed that they should be signed.  Cllr Janice Cockram seconded this and the minutes were duly signed as a record of the meeting.

8. Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting

H8 Standing Way closure.  Clerk requested to contact Highways and ask why the bus lane on the H8 Standing Way cross over is temporary.  The Councillors suggested that the closure should be more permanent as there is not a bus service currently using this lane, and a more permanent closure would be more substantial in deterring cars to use the bus lane.
Action:  Clerk to contact Highways regarding the H8 Standing Way cross over.

9.  Correspondence received and correspondence sent

Allotments.  Linda Morris explained her interest in the allotments in Frithwood Crescent.  Cllr Laws discussed the potential of an allotment association to manage the administration and maintenance of the allotments, allowing the allotments to be managed on a self-governing basis, where possible.  A separate allotment meeting is to be scheduled for the Parish Council regarding allotments, and then a meeting to be held with Linda Morris as site representative.  Linda Morris to contact the Clerk in the meantime for support on allotment issues.    The Clerk to contact other Parishes to explore options of allotment management and maintenance.

Action:  Clerk to arrange an allotment meeting for Parish Council.

Action:  Clerk to contact other Parishes to explore options of allotment management and maintenance.

Monkston Park Play Area.  Cllr Laws updated the meeting as to the progress made to date.  Cllr Bailey suggested that the biggest problem in the play area is that older children are playing football on the green, which automatically prevents younger children from using the park.  He expressed that a positive outcome from the problems at the play park in Harlesden Close has been the establishment of a Neighbourhood Watch group and the growing sense of community in the area. 
Bedgeberry Place.  Cllr Janice Cockram commented that the Bedgeberry Place site was previously refurbished and redesigned to accommodate a LearnDirect office, including PC networks, etc.  It is not yet know whether the site will be demolished or reallocated.  Clerk to follow up with Regeneration Manager for an update.

Action:  Clerk to contact Regeneration Manager for Bedgeberry Place.

Dog bins.  The Clerk advised the Council of the price increase of 14% implemented by AH Contracts.  The Clerk confirmed that an increase of 5% was budgeted in the precept; therefore the dog bin budget will be insufficient for the costs 2007/08.  Cllr Bailey mentioned that dog bins are urgently required in the Monkston Park area.  The Clerk was asked to order three bins ready for siting.  Cllr Bailey was requested to give thought to the suitable positioning of these dog bins.

Action:  Clerk to order three new dog bins for siting in Monkston Park.

Action:  Cllr Bailey to consider appropriate siting of the dog bins in Monkston Park.

Signs to Monkston Park.  The signs seem to have been placed and installed but are currently covered over.  The Clerk was requested to check status of the signs.

Action:  Clerk to follow up as to the status of the signs and gain an indication of when these will be ‘unveiled’.

Parish Council insurance.  The Clerk announced that the insurance was due for renewal.  The Councillors requested that the Clerk check that the policy is still current for the cover required, and to renew.

Action:  Clerk to review and renew the Parish Council insurance policy.

Audit procedure.  The Clerk updated the Council that the internal and external audit for 2006/07 is on track and the details of the audit submission will be prepared for the next Parish Council meeting.  The Clerk duly circulated a copy of the letter dated 27th March 2007 from UHY Hacker Young to all members of the Council, as well as the document ‘2007 Annual Returns – Important Practical Points’.  Each Councillor had a hard copy to take home as reference.

Derek Eastman.  It was noted that Derek Eastman was not re-elected as Ward Councillor.  The Clerk was requested to write to Derek and thank him for all of his hard work and support.  It was recorded that Derek had offered a great deal of help to the Parish Council.
Action:  Clerk to write to Derek Eastman and thank him for his support over the years.

10. Neighbourhood Action Group – pre-establishment meeting

Cllr Bailey and Greg Dulson offered to represent the Council at the pre-NAG meeting to be scheduled.  The Clerk to arrange meeting dates.

Action:  Clerk to contact Lisa Emmanuel and confirm meeting date.

11.  Councillor Training – Code of Conduct

The Clerk advised that training is being provided for all Councillors and Council staff on the revised Code of Conduct.  Members advised the Clerk of training dates they are able to attend.  

12. Planning

The Clerk presented the planning report as follows:

	Application number
	Planning for 
	Status
	Date received

	07/00398/FU 6JN
	Two storey and single storey rear extension at

85 Crowborough Lane, Kents Hill, MK7 6JN


	Permit
	04/05/07

	07/00108/FUL
	Demolition of existing garage and erection of two storey side extension at

15 Lamberhurst Grove, Kents Hill, MK7 6JB
	Permit
	13/04/07

	06/02284/MAF
	Demolition of existing building and silos and the construction of 39 dwellings and 4 business units

Former Grain Storage Depot, Station Road, Turvey, Bedford, Bedfordshire
	Bedfordshire – sent in error
	04/04/07

	07/00315/FUL
	Two storey side extension at

50 Lilleshall Avenue, Monkston
	Refuse permission
	18/04/07

	07/00205/FUL
	Erection of new free standing cooling plant at

Alpha UK Ltd, Lasborough Road, Kingston
	Permit
	18/04/07

	07/00483/FUL
	Single storey front and rear extensions and loft conversion with two rear dormers at

33 Blanchland Circle, Monkston, MK10 9DG
	Permit
	28/04/07


The Councillors had concerns that single store front and rear extensions and loft conversion to 33 Blanchland Circle would raise concern for parking provision.
Action:  Clerk to clarify status of the notifications compared to the dates of the permit notifications.
13. Adoption of un-audited accounts for the financial year 2006/07

The un-audited accounts were presented to the Councillors as follows:
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Receipts

Summary

1

Brought forward 01/04/07

15,183.28

Precept

£32,870.00

2

Precept

£32,870.00

Salaries and 

Office Expenses

£6,202.47

3

other receipts

£1,814.11

General 

Administration

£1,279.33

4

total income

£49,867.39

Website

£344.20

5

Staff costs

£6,202.47

Newsletter

£1,505.00

6

Other pments

£22,935.70

Audit

£120.00

7

total expense

£29,138.17

Associations

£700.58

In hand

£20,729.22

Repairs

£0.00

8

Current a/c

Insurance

£586.49

Claims paid

£0.00

No.2688013

£3,305.44

Rent

£140.00

9

Deposit a/c

No.3825758

£17,451.78

Dog Bins

£2,905.10

Drinking Control 

Area, Bins and 

Bank total

£20,757.22

Section 137

£14,116.35

Delta

-£28.00

Petty Cash

£0.00

Bank interest

£322.31

Cheque 211 Monkston 

Pavilion - meeting room 

hire - cleared bank 

30/4/07

28.00

LGA 1972 S19 (Misc Prov).

£0.00

VAT

£1,238.65

VAT Refund

£1,491.80

TOTAL

£29,138.17

£34,684.11


[image: image2.wmf]Kents Hill and Monkston Parish Council

Budget Spend Year To Date (YTD) at 31 March 2007

Budget 

06/07

Actual spend 

YTD 

YTD to Budget

Clerks' salary

3,250.00

     

 

4,412.88

         

 

191%

Office expenses

-

              

 

1,789.59

         

 

General admin and expenses

-

              

 

1,279.33

         

 

No budget allocated

Management

       3,250.00 

           7,481.80 

230%

Room hire

70.00

          

 

140.00

            

 

200%

Newsletter publishing and delivery

2,200.00

     

 

1,505.00

         

 

68%

Website costs

200.00

        

 

344.20

            

 

172%

Ongoing Clerk and Councillor training

200.00

        

 

-

                  

 

0%

Dog bins and litter bins emptying

3,500.00

     

 

2,905.10

         

 

83%

Memberships

100.00

        

 

700.58

            

 

701%

Insurance

250.00

        

 

586.49

            

 

235%

Auditor services

400.00

        

 

120.00

            

 

30%

Fixed costs

6,920.00

     

 

6,301.37

         

 

91%

Play sessions

10,000.00

   

 

7,427.70

         

 

74%

Youth workers

10,500.00

   

 

-

                  

 

0%

New parkland seats, dog bins and litter bins

2,200.00

     

 

2,862.85

         

 

130%

Teen shelter

3,000.00

     

 

-

                  

 

0%

Drinking Control Area

-

              

 

754.80

            

 

No budget allocated

Grants

4,000.00

     

 

3,071.00

         

 

77%

Projects

29,700.00

   

 

14,116.35

       

 

48%

Grand total

39,870.00

   

 

27,899.52

       

 

70%

All YTD and forecast totals are excluding VAT.


It was proposed by Cllr Maudsely and seconded by Cllr Ferrans that the accounts are agreed and adopted as presented. 
14. Financial Statements and Appeals for funding

The following information relates to period 6th March to 8th May 2007.

14a) There were no requests for funding during this period.

14b) Payments - The following payments were proposed to be made for the period 6th March to 8th May 2007. 

	Payee
	Cheque number
	Reason
	Total

	Church of Christ the King
	212
	Copying services for Councillor recruitment flyers March 2007
	£7.50

	Amanda Wilmot
	213
	March and April 2007 salary, costs and expenses
	£1,041.76

	HBS
	214
	Printing of precept letters
	£305.50

	AH Contracts
	215
	Invoice 1948 April emptying and installation of bins with posts; installation of park benches
	£800.11

	Milton Keynes Council
	216
	Provision of training to Peter Laws - Anti-Social Behaviour Training
	£23.50

	AH Contracts
	217
	Invoice 1902 March emptying services
	£285.64

	Milton Keynes Council
	218
	Youth Worker recharge Oct06-Mar07
	£2,019.61

	BALC
	219
	BALC, NALC memberships and  LCR publication
	£596.61

	Neighbourhood Watch
	220
	4000 leaflets for insertion into May newsletter
	£94.00

	Total
	
	
	£5,174.23


It was proposed by Cllr Cockram and seconded by Cllr Maudsley that the payments should be made.  The cheques were signed by Cllr Janice Cockram and Cllr Maudsley accordingly.

14c) Account Balances – the Clerk reported the following bank balances as at 30th April 2007:



Balance as at 30th April 2007 (Current)

£ 24,527.44  

Balance as at 30th April 2007  (Deposit)

£ 17,486.02

Total bank balance: 



£ 42,013.46

Balance after payments above (Current)

£  19,353.21

14d) The Clerk recommended to the Councillors that funds to the value of £14,000 are transferred from Current Account to Deposit Account.
  This was unanimously agreed by the Councillors.
Action: Clerk to transfer £14,000 from the Current Account to the Deposit Account.
15.Councillors’ reports

Cllr Laws reported the progress made to date with Lovells concerning the reserve sites 1) in Monkston and 2) site on Wadhurst Lane with the potential for a pre-school nursery and meeting room provision for the Parish Council.  He will keep the Parish Council updated.

Cllr Maudsley advised that his is pursuing the issues surrounding the Kents Hill Sports Ground with Caroline Godfrey at MK Council.  Cllr Maudsley then informed the Council that he has lodged a complaint regarding the large delivery vehicles distributing to the Budgens at Kents Hill.   Cllr Maudsley will keep the Councillors informed.

Cllr Janice Cockram advised that she felt that the Play Days run in the Easter Holidays were not as well organised as in previous years, and had concerns over the activities offered specifically for girls and boys.  Cllr Ferrans urged that the Youth Worker attend the June Parish Council meeting to review the Play Days with MKPA and find ways of supporting the Play Days in the summer.
Action:  Cllr Laws/Clerk to request the Youth Worker to attend the next Parish Council meeting on 4th June.

Cllr Ferrans raised the issue of Tesco trolleys abandoned in the Parish.  She offered to follow up with MK Council on the possibility of MK Council collecting trolleys for Tesco.

Action:  Cllr Ferrans for follow up with MK Council.
15. Meeting Dates for the 2007/08 year
The meeting dates were set and agreed as follows:

	Date
	Time
	Place
	Meeting

	Monday 4th June 2007
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 2nd July 2007
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 10th September 2007
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 1st October 2007
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 3rd December 2007
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 7th January 2008
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 14th January 2008
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Precept Planning Meeting

	Monday 3rd March 2008
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 12th May 2008
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	AGM

Parish Meeting


Holiday dates for 2007:

	Cllr Cockram and Cllr Janice Cockram
	end of August/beginning of September

	Cllr Laws
	September




.

There being no additional business, the meeting closed at 10.00pm.
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