Minutes of the Kents Hill and Monkston Parish Council’s
ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING
held on Monday 12th May at 7.30pm 

at the Monkston Community Centre, Monkston, Milton Keynes

1. Members present: 
Councillors Laws, Gathani, Smith, Ferrans and Dalgarno were present.  The Clerk was in attendance.  

Ward Cllr Crooks attended the meeting from 8.30pm.
Apologies were received from Cllrs Maudsley, Bailey, Dulson and Holliman. The reason for each of the absences was given. It was resolved to note these apologies and to accept the reasons for absence.   

Cllrs Cockram and J Cockram did not attend the meeting.  Ward Cllr Bint advised that he would be unable to attend the meeting. There were no members of public attending the meeting.

1a.  Business of the meeting

The agenda for the Annual Council Meeting had been advertised both on the notice boards within the Parish and on the Parish Council’s website for 10 days prior to the date of the meeting (7 working days).  Members of the public were invited to come along to the meeting.  The Clerk had included the heading of ‘Annual Parish Meeting’ on the agenda notice, however failed to state also the heading ‘Annual Council Meeting’ on the meeting notice and the agenda notice.  However, the agenda points clearly outlining the agenda for the Annual Council Meeting were published for residents and interested parties.

This stated, and the Clerk explaining the situation, the Councillors proposed and unanimously agreed that the Annual Council Meeting should continue directly after the advertised Annual Parish Meeting.  This was resolved as the agenda had been published in accordance with statutory requirements, members of public had been invited to attend the meeting, and the agenda items clearly outlined the business to be conducted at the meeting, although the title of ‘Annual Council Meeting’ had been omitted.  
2. Election of Chairman

It was explained that at this point in the meeting that nominations for Chair of the Parish Council were invited for the coming year.  Cllrs Laws was nominated as Chair and the Councillors unanimously agreed that Cllr Laws should be appointed to the role of Chair for a further year. 
3. Election of Vice-Chairman
It was proposed that Cllr Maudsley be nominated as Vice-Chair.  Cllr Maudsley, despite not being in attendance at the meeting, had confirmed in writing prior to the meeting that he would be willing to stand as Vice-Chair for a further year, should the Councillors nominate him for this role. It was therefore unanimously agreed that Cllr Maudsley would be appointed as Vice-Chair of the Parish Council.

4. Approval of the minutes of the last Parish Meeting held on 8th May 2007

It was proposed and agreed that the minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on Tuesday 8th May 2007 were an accurate account of the meeting and they were duly signed as a record of the meeting.

5. Approval of the inventory and asset register of the Parish Council property and agreement of insurance cover for 2008/09

The following inventory and asset register was presented, as follows:

[image: image1.emf]Asset register at 31st March 2008 for financial year 2007/08

3 Noticeboards £3,350.29 Insurance Value

23 Dog Bins £2,300.00 Insurance Value

8 Lighting Columns £6,875.82 Insurance Value

3 Litter bins £1,500.00 Insurance Value

1 laptop computer Dell Inspiron 6400 

(inlcuding software)

£1,300.00 Insurance Value

1 HP C6180 All-in-one printer

1 external hard drive

2 park seats £850 Insurance Value

Total

£16,176.11


The Clerk advised the Councillors of the insurance quotation of £708.61 for the year commencing 1st June 2008 to adequately cover the Parish Council’s assets. The Clerk confirmed that the insurance cover would include cover for a fourth notice board (in Monkston Park).  Cllr Laws signed cheque number 284 for the insurance.  The Clerk was requested to obtain a second signature for the cheque.

Action:  Clerk to obtain a second signature for the cheque for the insurance.
The Councillors mentioned that a notice board has been installed in Monkston Park.  The Clerk was requested to contact English Partnerships and ascertain whether the notice board is for use by the Parish Council.

Action:  Clerk to contact English Partnerships regarding the new notice board in Monkston Park.
6. Agreement of the standing orders, financial regulations and risk assessment documents
The standing orders, financial regulations and risk assessment documents were presented to the Councillors for review.  A number of small revisions were suggested and the Clerk was requested to make these revisions for final review at the next Parish Council meeting on Monday 23rd June 2008.
Action:  Clerk to make the revisions identified and to include the documents for review at the next Parish Council meeting. 

7. Adoption of un-audited accounts for the financial year 2007/08

The un-audited financial accounts were presented for the financial year 2007/08, as follows:

[image: image2.emf]Payments Receipts

1 B/fwd £20,729.22

Salaries and Office Expenses

£9,969.69

Precept

£42,500.00

2 Precept £42,500.00

General Administration

£1,526.83

Allotment income

£243.06

3 other receipts £2,329.67

Mileage and tel expenses

£589.42

Bank interest 

£611.77

4

total income £65,558.89

Rent

£358.00

VAT refund payment

£1,414.84

5 Staff costs £9,969.69

Newsletter

£3,129.07

Part payment for project

£60.00

6 Other pments £38,610.46

Website

£245.46

7

total expenses £48,580.15

Councillor training

£179.50

Balance £16,978.74

Bin emptying service

£4,838.65

8 Current accounts (Current and allotment)

Association memberships

£1,330.63 No.2688013 Current £8,175.89

No.1176507 Allotment 2150.74

Insurance

£650.15

9 Deposit a/c

Audit services

£285.00 No.3825758 £15,045.66

Allotments

£226.95

Bank total £25,372.29

Precept printing £504.00 Delta -£8,393.55

Play sessions

£8,953.20

Cheques not presented at 31/03/08

Youth Workers

£11,479.26 CQ 266 Dor-2-Dor - Distribution of newsletter £418.86

CQ 268 BALC - memberships 2008/09 £632.02

Streetcare items

£299.00

CQ 275 AH Contracts - bin emptying March 

2008

£459.43

CQ276 Mouchel Business Services Limited - 

precept leaflet printing

£286.70

Clerk training

£195.00

CQ 277 Milton Keynes Council - Conference 

dinner 2007

£85.50

CQ 278 Milton Keynes Council - Youth Worker 

recharge Oct 07 - Mar 08

£5,531.28

Section 137 Grants

£675.00

CQ 279 Amanda Wilmot - Salary and overtime 

March, office expenses, mileage, telephone 

and reimbursements

£979.76

TOTAL EXCL VAT £45,434.81 Total £8,393.55

VAT

£3,145.34

TOTAL PAYMENTS £48,580.15 TOTAL RECEIPTS £44,829.67


The Clerk presented the main discrepancies between the accounts for 2006/07 and 2007/08.  It was agreed that Cllr Laws, as Chair, should sign the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2008 (Audit Commission) (part 1) document accordingly.  The document was duly signed.

8. Review of Annual Governance Statement for audit preparation

The Councillors worked through the Annual Governance Statement (part 2 of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2008 (Audit Commission)) and it was agreed that Cllr Laws, as Chair, should sign the document accordingly.  The document was duly signed.

9. Councillors Reports

Neighbourhood Action Group.  Cllr Dalgarno updated that the Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) is making good progress.  A Clean Up Day is scheduled for Saturday 28th June 2008.
Parking project.  Cllrs Ferrans and Gathani confirmed that a parking questionnaire will be going out in the area.  

Action:  Cllr Ferrans to prepare input (to Cllr Laws) to the next newsletter regarding the parking project.

Play parks in Monkston Park.  It was reported that there has been further trouble at the Harlesden Crescent play park in Monkston Park last weekend.  The Councillors discussed the proposed MUGA and LAP for Monkston Park.  It was agreed that Cllrs Dalgarno and Laws would make an appointment to see the Head of St Bernadette’s Catholic Primary School to discuss the proposed MUGA and LAP.
Allotments in Monkston Park.  Cllr Laws reported that the design for the Monkston Park allotments is currently with Steve Crowther at MKC.  Cllr Ferrans agreed to contact Steve Crowther to follow up.

Action:  Cllr Ferrans to contact Steve Crowther at MKC to follow up design plans for the Monkston Park allotments.
Road and landscape adoptions. Cllr Laws reported that there are 10 roads in Monkston still unadopted, as well as a number of small parcels of land in the area still awaiting adoption.  It was agreed that Cllr Laws would itemise all items to be still adopted, i.e. the streets, the parcels of land, the Anglian Water provision and street lights, and forward to Stephen Gillions, MKC, requesting a response to each item.

Action:  Cllr Laws to itemise all areas to still be adopted and to forward this to Stephen Gillions at MKC, requesting a response to each item.

Action:  Cllr Laws to circulate copies of the GIS maps to the other Councillors.  
10. Meeting Dates for 2008
The meeting dates were set and agreed as follows:

	Date
	Time
	Place
	Meeting

	Monday 23rd June 2008
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 28th July 2008
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 8th September 2008
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 13th October 2008
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 17th November 2008
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting


There being no additional business, the meeting closed at 9.35pm.
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