MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON MONDAY 29th MARCH 2010 
AT THE MONKSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE, MONKSTON, MILTON KEYNES.

	
	Action responsibility

	1. Members present and apologies for absence

Members present were Cllrs. Laws, Cockram, Mrs Cockram, Bowker, Corbett, Smith, Barnes, Ferrans (from 8pm) and Clark. The Clerk was in attendance. 
Cllr Maudsley gave his apologies.  Ward Councillor Butler-Ellis was in attendance until 9.40pm.  Deborah Cooper, MKC Libraries, was also in attendance.  Ward Councillors Crooks and McPake asked for their apologies to be noted.

	

	2. Declaration of interest

Cllr Bowker expressed his interest in the Monkston Community Centre.  Cllr Cockram declared his interest in the Kents Hill allotments and Cllr Barnes declared his interest in the Monkston Park allotments.  Cllrs Kalunga and Corbett declared their interest in the community events committee.
 
	

	3. Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 22nd February 2010 were reviewed.  It was noted that Mrs Cockram was not at the last meeting and that Cllr Kalunga gave his apologies for the meeting.  The Clerk was requested to make these minor amendments and to re-present the minutes at the next meeting. 

	Clerk


	4. For information:  Kingston library developments.  
Deborah Cooper attended the meeting to present the current status of a library development at the Kingston Centre, as a component of the centre redevelopment.  Deborah presented the current plans for the library.  MKC has asked that the developers build the structure and has requested for insight into costs and requirements for completion and fitting.  Potential for offices for Adult Continuing Education (ACE) in the mezzanine of the building.  Access to ACE and the library to be separate to allow flexibility of use.
Downstairs there will potentially be a learning suite, a children’s area, IT area, general library, cafe seating area and librarians’ kiosk.  A staff workroom, loading bay and plant room is also planned.  Main access would face the main shopping centre to ensure visibility and accessibility.  The mezzanine will offer office space and flexible learning spaces.  The MKC planners are happy with the current version of plans.  Funding routes are being explored.  Ground rent would be charged.
The Parish Council supported the development of the library and the agreed view was that the developer should build (and fit, where possible) the library whilst on site building the Kingston extension.  The Council recognises that British Land and Tesco has large plans for the centre, and the library should be included in this stage of development plans.  The community on the Eastern Flank is still growing and the Council supported its development.
The Parish Council asked for opportunities to hold meetings at the library.  Deborah thought this would be possible and the meetings could be accommodated.  Deborah confirmed that storage for the Parish Council could be considered at the library.  Deborah noted the suggestion for parking and availability for parking, disabled reserved parking, parent parking and bicycle parking near to the library. It was also suggested to include a lay-by for community transport to be able to stop close to the library.  The Council thanked Deborah for attending the meeting.

	Clerk



	5. Decision required: Audit and risk assessment of Parish Council assets
The Council reviewed the asset audit report as presented.  The Councillors are to complete the audit review and to forward the information to the Clerk.
Risks were identified: a post on Lindisfarne Drive (off V11) along red way.  This presents a risk and the Council asked the Clerk to raise this issue with Highways.

It was reported that there is a dangerous man-hole cover near to the Kents Hill Pavilion.  It was also reported that there are three new litter bins that are not secured into the ground.  Cllr Smith agreed to report both items to the Safer Communities Wardens. 
New litter bins installed – these do not seem to be being emptied regularly.  The Clerk to contact AH Contracts.

This item is to be added to a future agenda.


	Councillors
Clerk

Cllr Smith

Clerk

Clerk

	6. Decision required: Junior citizenship
The Council discussed the Junior Citizenship programme and work from NAG with local schools.  It was agreed to ‘tie’ these items together.  It was suggested that Cllr Corbett contact Mary Davies regarding the Junior Citizenship and work with schools in general.  Cllr Corbett to contact Jeremy Beake, MKC Officer responsible for Community Cohesion, to see where there is cross-over and additional opportunities.  The Clerk is to provide Cllr Corbett with contact details for both Mary Davies and Jeremy Beake.
The Clerk to contact Mary Davies to let her know that Cllr Corbett will be contacting her to progress the project.


	Cllr Corbett

Clerk

Clerk



	7. Decision required: Monkston Park allotments
The Clerk reported that the transfer of the land is due very shortly and documents will be provided to be signed.
Cllr Laws confirmed that he is absolutely infuriated by the mis-management of the whole project from inception, discussion, communication and implementation.  The Council agreed that they would fully support a formal complaint to HCA to be lodged.
Tenants to be appointed as soon as the transfer for land is completed and plots are marked out.  The Clerk is to notify the tenants that the fencing will be installed thereafter and that any property left on the site is at their own risk.

Cllr Barnes presented the quotations for the Monkston Park allotments to improve the security.  It was agreed that the Council should go ahead with the fencing project.  Cllr Cockram to provide Cllr Barnes with another contractor to provide another quotation.  It was agreed that the Council will fund the project up to maximum quotation of £5191.19 +VAT.  The Council to appoint contractors once the final quotation has been provided and to ensure the work is completed as soon as feasible.


	Clerk

Clerk
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	8. Decision required: Audit process for year ending 31st March 2010
The Clerk reported the timeline for the audit:  statutory deadline by which the Council must approve the Annual Return is 30th June 2010.  By this time the Parish Council needs to have agreed the accounts, provided them to the Internal Auditor, and to have agreed the Annual Return for submission to Mazars, the External Auditor.
It was proposed and agreed to appoint Chris Davies as the Internal Auditor for the Parish Council accounts for the year 2009/10.  The Clerk was requested to contact Chris accordingly.


	Clerk


	9. Progress reports for information
a) Bulb planting

The Clerk reported on the progress with the bulb planting.  All three Ward Councillors agreed to defer the bulb planting to Autumn 2010.  The Clerk is to work with Maurice Barnes to plan the selection of the bulbs and co-ordination of the planting in due course.

Main planting to be completed by the mechanised planter, but smaller locations could be planted by groups of residents/school children, etc.  Cllr Clark suggested a location in Waltham Drive and Leominster Gate where residents could be involved in the bulb planting on small sites.   To be arranged with Maurice Barnes.

b) Kents Hill allotments

The Clerk reported that there is progress with the allotment drainage.  Following a complaint from the Parish Council, there will now be work commencing in April 2010 to assess the water flow, investigate current drainage and remedy the drainage problems.  The Clerk has advised the residents accordingly.

c) Community events committee

Next meeting on 21st April.  Residents are involved with stalls, activities are being confirmed, and logistics are being investigated.  Ward Cllr Butler-Ellis offered to contact the mayor or deputy mayor to propose attendance at the event.
Parking – stall holders will have priority at the community centre and other attendees should park at the school.  Traffic management and parking to be referred to Mark Bowater for advice on how to handle this for the meeting.  The community events committee continues to make preparations and will report back to the Parish Council meeting. 
d) Monkston Community Centre

A meeting was held last week to establish a management committee and to rectify the financial difficulties of the community centre.  It was decided that the community centre will continue to trade, and the financial situation is being resolved. Reserves need to be built up and the management of the centre needs to be carefully controlled. A communication will be delivered to local residents via the iNFACT newsletter appealing for members to join the management committee.  The centre is now being used more effectively, with new users being confirmed, terms of rental and usage all in place.  Cllr Laws thanked Cllr Bowker on behalf of the Parish Council for all the work he has done to resolve the problems at the Monkston Community Centre and to keep the centre within the community. 
e) Easter play sessions

The Clerk reported on the dates for the Easter Holiday play sessions, and the promotions that have been completed so far.
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	10. Risk assessment for projects, where appropriate

The Council did not identify any further risks, other than those identified under minute number 5.
	

	11. Finance
a) Appeals for funding.  There was one appeal for funding from MK Equality Council.  9 cases in our Parish handled 2009/10, at approx. £90 per case.  No request amount stated.  It was agreed that the Parish Council will contribute £250 in the new financial year 2010/11.  The Clerk was requested to prepare a cheque for the May meeting.
b) Purchasing.  The Clerk reported on the status of the purchasing requested by the Council at the Precept meeting on 18th January and 22nd February, as follows:

[image: image1.png]Purchased |Estimated  |Actual cost

vin cost (incl. VAT)
i) Alotment software (299 + VAT. £99 per year for updates and support) N £300.00| £451.20)
i) Email server N £350.00| A
i) Anti-grafiti kits (purchased and delivered) N £174.00) £168.02]
i) Projector N £525 00| £636.00]
Projector screen, extra lamp, case, pointer and remote control N £0.00) £271 57}
v)__Parish Council leaflet N £1,000.00) A
W) Outdoor banner N £350.00| £293.75]
i) Parish Councillor guide books (purchased and delivered) N £191.40) £159.50)
vii)__Notice boards x 2 (order placed) N £182000]  £2,009.25)
ix) _MacAfee anti-virus software._Renew for a futher 3 years N £106.99| £106.99]




It was suggested that Councillors may wish to prepare the first version for all other members to amend and contribute.  Cllrs Laws and Corbett agreed to prepare the first version for review.
c) Payments.

The following payments were proposed for the period 22nd February to 29th March 2010.

[image: image2.png]Friends Provident FPension contributions

Pension Scheme Direct Debit |March 2010 Loa19725112 | eason £43.00)
Reimbursements -
purchasing of assets
(projector, banner,

Amanda Wilmoat 437 software) LoA 19725112 | e1850.01 £1,850.41
March salary and use of

Amanda wilmot 438 office Lo 19725112 | e7e1.34) £781.34
Bin emptying February |Litter Act 1983 5

AH Contracts 439 and March 2010 0,72 £953.66 £16630  £1,170.56
improvements ta
Lanercost Crescent play

Milton Keynes Council _|240 area L6A19726142 | £,000.00  £1,400.00]  £5,400.00

Monkstan Commurity Room hire PCO7/12/09

Centre 241 and PC 11/01/10 LGA1972,5133|  eano £40.00
Vouth workers recharge

Milton Keynes Council _|442 a2 2009/10 LGAIS76 5145 | £681.37 £119.24) £600.61
Grant funding for

Mornkstan Primary outdoor Foundation

school 423 stage leamingarea _|LGA 19725142 | £2,000.00 £2,000.00
[nnual membership

BALC a1 subscription 2010/11_|LGA 19725143 | £730.95 £790.95
Notice board for
Monkston (Lindisfame
Drive) and Kents Hill

Metrosigns 2000 445 (Tunbridge Grove)  |LGA19725.142 | £1,710.00) £29935|  £2,009.25
Depostt for 1 x stit

Top Dog Promations 446 Jwalker for 10th July L6 19725142 £70.00 £12.25) £62.35
PAYE and National

HMRC 447 Insurance contributions || GA 19725112 | £158.94) £158.94

Mouchel Business Precept leaflet folding

Senices Ltd 448 and posting £154.05 £2381 £187.87





[image: image3.png]Current account - income

Payee Reason Income
Transer from deposit Transer from deposit

account account £10,000.00
MIKC Ward Grant Ward

Clir Bint for youth activities

010 For youth actiities 2010 £550.00)
MIKC transfer - contrbution

for Play Area Improvernent

Fund ke £4,000.00)
Total £14,550.00





[image: image4.png]Allotment account - payments.

Payee Cheque |Reason Powers ExVAT _[VAT [Total

Nane £0.00
Total £0.00
Allotment account - income

Payee Cheque [Reason Powers Ex VAT _[vAT [Total

Nane £0.00
Total £0.00





[image: image5.png]Deposit account - payments

Payee Cheque _ [Reason Powers Ex VAT _[vAT [Total
Transfer to curtent accourt| Transfer _|Transfer £10,000.00) £10,000.00)
Total £10,000.00)
Deposit account - income

Payee Cheque _ [Reason Powers Ex VAT _[vAT [Total

Lioyds TSB Net interest March 2010 £1.52)
Total £1.52





An additional payment of £1360 was proposed to pay Laser Printing Solutions for the printing of the iNFACT newsletter and the Monkston Community Centre leaflet appealing for members of the management committee.  It was agreed to prepare this cheque (449) and to forward the cheque when the newsletter has been delivered (2010/11 financial year).
All payments were approved and the cheques were duly signed.  CQ449 was also prepared and signed for Laser Printing Solutions.  
d) Bank statement

[image: image6.png]Current account Balance at  29/03/2010 £19,33280)
Outstanding payments  Above £19.271.15)
Actual current account balance 5162}
Allotrment account Balance at  29/03/2010 £2.414.40)
Outstanding payments  Above £0.00)
Actual allotment account balance £2,414.40)
Deposit account Balance at  29/13/2010 £39,357 1]
Actual deposit account balance £39,357.16)





The Council accepted the bank statement.  It was proposed and agreed that £15,000 is transferred from the deposit account to the current account to cover operational costs.  The Clerk was requested to arrange for transfer.
	Clerk
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	12. Correspondence for information
The following information relates to period from 22nd February to 29th March 2010. 

737.2009 The Clerk reported that BALC have agreed that holding endowment funds for HCA for the Monkston Park Community Centre will be accepted legally as long as the documentation is in place and no admission to liability is agreed.  The Clerk is to confirm this to HCA.
784.2009 Container at Kents Hill Pavilion.  The Clerk reported on the status.  The Parish Council is awaiting further response from MKC.  The Parish Council does not approve the position of the container.
793.2009  Contribution from Ward Cllr Bint for £500 towards to children’s activities in 2010.  The Clerk was requested to write to Ward Cllr Bint to thank him for his contribution.

807.2009 Verge and pavement parking.  The Clerk was asked to dispute the findings for the report of sites inspected, and this flies in the face of the NAG activities (whose priorities are according to residents’ views, not MKC inspection) with Cabinet Member Alan Mallion at MKC.


	Clerk
Clerk

Clerk



	13. Planning
The following planning report was presented by the Clerk.

a) Planning notices and decisions
Application number

Planning for 

Date received
Status
APP/Y0435/D/10/2123318

Appeal by Dr Vesali against refusal for two storey rear extension at 38 Noon Layer Drive Middleton

15/03/10
Appeal announced
10/00068/FUL

Planning permission granted for erection of single storey front extension, two storey side extension and single storey rear extension at 11 Lamberhurst Grove, Kents Hill

20/03/10
Permission granted
09/02257/FUL

Planning permission granted for change of use from residential institution (use class C2) to hotel accommodation (use class C1) at Heron House, Former BT training centre, Timbold Drive, Kents Hill

08/03/10
Permission granted
09/02059/FUL

Planning permission granted for change of use from employment use (class B2/B8) to leisure use (class D2) for an indoor climbing centre creation of internal pit below ground level and erection of external cycle store at 1 Newmarket Court, Kingston

08/03/10
Permission granted
09/02272/FUL

Planning permission granted for erection of one heat and power unit and two dry air cooling units at 1 Winchester House, Kingston (Tesco)

08/03/10
Permission granted
b) Planning Applications received and Parish Council responses
Received 24/03/10 for w/c 15/03/10

Application No:
10/00239/MKCOD3
Type:
Reg 3 Application

Proposal:
Installation of 2 no. windows and replacement of a single door 

with a double door.

At:
Monkston Combined School Wadhurst Lane Monkston Milton 

Keynes MK10 9LA 

For:
Monkston Primary School

Planning Team:
South
Planning Officer:
James Kirkham

Valid:
17/03/2010
Consultation Expiry:

Parish/Town Council:
Kents Hill & Monkston Parish Council

	

	14. Councillors’ reports and items for future agendas

Cllr Corbett reported potential opening for the Monkston Park Community Centre.  The centre is to be completed by September, and an opening ceremony may be appropriate for October 2010.
Item for a future agenda.  Youth activities for the Eastern Flank.  The Clerk was requested to add this to a future agenda.

Eco-group at Oakgrove School.  Cllr Laws reported the following:

· They would like to come to the summer fete and are thinking about how to present the issue of litter in the community.  
· They would also like to look at key locations where there is significant litter problems to identify issues, type of litter, (mini-EVA for NAG).  
· They may be involved in producing a jingle for inclusion on local radio to see what can be achieved.  

· They may wish to contribute to the iNFACT newsletter as a regular column, and they may wish to contribute to the web site.

	Clerk



	15. Dates for the next meetings
	


	Date
	Time
	Place
	Meeting

	Monday 10th May 2010
	7.30pm
	Church of Christ the King, Kents Hill
	Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Council Meeting

	Monday 14th June 2010
	7.30pm
	Church of Christ the King, Kents Hill
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 12th July 2010
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill Training Centre
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 13th September 2010
	7.30pm
	Church of Christ the King, Kents Hill
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 11th October 2010
	7.30pm
	TBA
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 8th November 2010
	7.30pm
	Church of Christ the King, Kents Hill
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 13th December 2010
	7.30pm
	TBA
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 10th January 2011
	7.30pm
	TBA
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 17th January 2011
	7.30pm
	TBA
	Precept planning

	Monday 14th February 2011
	7.30pm
	TBA
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 14th March 2011
	7.30pm
	TBA
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 11th April 2011
	7.30pm
	TBA
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 9th May 2011
	7.30pm
	TBA
	Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Council Meeting


There being no additional business, the meeting closed at 10.25pm.
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