MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON MONDAY 7th DECEMBER 2009 
AT THE MONKSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE, MONKSTON, MILTON KEYNES.

	
	Action responsibility

	1. Members present and apologies for absence

Members present were Cllrs. Laws, Maudsley, Bowker, Clark, Cockram, Corbett, Smith and Barnes. The Clerk was in attendance. 
Apologies were given and accepted for Cllrs Ferrans, Bowker, Kalunga and Mrs Cockram. Ward Councillor John Bint attended part of the meeting, and Ward Councillor Crooks gave his apologies. 

	

	2. Declaration of interest

Cllr Cockram expressed his interest in the Kents Hill allotments.  Cllr Barnes expressed his interest in the Monkston Park allotments. 
	

	3. Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 16th November 2009 were reviewed and approved.  The minutes were duly signed by the Chair as a true record of that meeting. 

	

	4. Decision required – Community Centre Management
The Council discussed what would be involved in managing community centres overall.  Further information is required from Cllr Bowker regarding the situation for Monkston Community Centre.  A meeting is required with MKC to discuss potential management of the Monkston Park Community Centre.  The decision making was therefore deferred to a future meeting.

Action:  The Clerk was requested to ask for advice from parishes currently running and/or outsourcing community centres (e.g. Tattenhoe, MK Village, Bletchley).

Action: The Clerk was asked to arrange a meeting between MKC and the Parish Council for w/c 25/01/10 to discuss community centre management.
The Council was updated on the recent decision surrounding the Monkston Park Community Centre. HCA reported that the developer will be on site w/c 07/12/09 and there would be endowment money of £25,000 for the building.  HCA has asked whether the Parish Council would be prepared to hold this money for HCA.  The Council agreed that this would be acceptable as long as this is in order with the auditor.

Action:  The Clerk was asked to check the auditor’s view on holding the endowment for HCA.

Action:  The Clerk was asked to confirm with HCA that the Parish Council would hold the endowment subject to auditor confirmation.


	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk
Clerk

	5. Decision required – Playbuilder 
It was agreed to publicise the consultation for Playbuilder – a poster in the notice board and at Kents Hill School.  The Council resolved that it would like to get involved with the Playbuilder project and to participate in the process, encouraging local residents and local groups to have their say.  

Action:  The Clerk was asked to confirm this to Phil Snell.

Action:  The Clerk to prepare a poster on Playbuilder.

The Council resolved to join the consultation group to apply for WREN funding, and that the Council would be willing to contribute the 10% of any WREN grant request.

It was agreed that the Council would assess the grant funding in the New Year.  The Clerk was asked to request feedback from Phil Snell when the consultation period ends.

Action:  The Clerk to request feedback from Phil Snell.

Action:  The Clerk to add to the February agenda.


	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk



	6. Decision required – Audit of Parish Council Assets 
The Clerk and the Chair had circulated a suggestion for which Councillors might perform the Parish Council Asset Audit.  This was accepted as proposed, as follows:
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The Clerk was asked to draw up an audit form to include:  item audited, location, asset condition, maintenance/attendance needs, risk assessment, date and signature.
Action:  The Clerk to prepare a form for asset audit completion.

Action:  Councillors mentioned above to conduct the asset audit. 

	Clerk

Councillors

	7. Progress reports for information:

a) Schools involvement.  Cllr Corbett reported on the development of a project being run at Oakgrove School.  An article will be included in the next edition of iNFACT.  Cllrs Laws/Corbett reported on the Shuffle Day held at Oakgrove School on 4/12/09 looking at urban development and sustainable communities.  They reported that the school would like the Parish Council to talk in a forum about issues – Cllr Laws suggested litter.
Cllrs Laws and Corbett agreed that they did not feel well prepared for the event and suggested that the Parish Council might wish to consider display boards and leaflets for such events.  The Clerk was asked to precept for leaflets and a 3-fold desk top display board.
Action:  The Clerk to include this in precept planning preparations.

Cllr Corbett agreed to obtain costing and illustrations of potential display boards.  Ward Cllr Bint offered to support this initiative.  Cllr Corbett was asked to provide Ward Cllr Bint with potential costings. 

Action:  Cllr Corbett to research costing and images of potential display boards, providing this to Ward Councillor Bint and the Clerk.

Cllr Corbett reported that the Monkston Park carol singing would take place on the green on Monday 14th December at 6.30pm.

b) Bulb planting.  Cllr Cockram reported that he had been in touch with Wyevale and Frosts and would speak to them in January again.  

Monkston Primary School expressed their interest in getting involved in the bulb planting.  The Clerk reported that both Cllrs Butler-Ellis and Bint had agreed to contribute £285 each to this initiative.

The Clerk was asked to contact Maurice Barnes to ask for suitable locations for planting Aconites ‘in green’ and potentially wild flowers in Monkston, Monkston Park and Kents Hill.

The Clerk was asked to contact the Parks Trust for potential planting permission for the grid roads.

Action:  The Clerk to contact Maurice Barnes.

Action:  The Clerk to contact the Parks Trust.

c) Monkston Park allotments.  The transfer documents were reviewed and it was agreed by the Council that clause 14 (easement) and clause 16 (TV aerials) should be deleted.  The Clerk was asked to a) communicate this to Chris Long, b) request a site meeting with HCA before the signing of documentation.

Action:  The Clerk to communicate the Council’s resolution on the allotment transfer draft.

Action:  The Clerk to request a site meeting with HCA before signing the documentation.
d) Monkston Park play.  Cllr Laws updated the Council on the meeting held with HCA prior to the Parish Council meeting regarding the Monkston Park play initiative.  There would be consultation run by HCA scheduled for January 2010.  HCA will involve the Parish Council in the communication of the consultation and the events.
e) Woughton Parish – boundary review.  It was reported that at the recent Woughton Parish boundary meeting it was confirmed that the Kents Hill and Monkston Parish Council would only be potentially interested in Woughton-on-the-Green to join the current parish area.  Further discussions are still ongoing, however this parish council is not actively looking to grow the parish area.  Should further information come to light, the Council may wish to discuss again.

Action:  The Clerk was requested to respond to Mr Baker to advice on the council decision.
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	The meeting was adjourned at 9pm to allow Ward Councillor Bint to raise a number of items under Public Open Session.

Ward Cllr Bint offered to support the Parish Council should graffiti be identified out of hours, as he now has a graffiti-removal kit.

Ward Cllr Bint mentioned that community housing is proposed for the reserve site in Lilleshall Avenue. The Clerk was asked to find out more information.

Action:  The Clerk was asked to find out more information regarding the reserve site in Lilleshall Avenue.

The meeting was re-covened at 9.05pm.


	Clerk



	7. Progress update – continued

f) Kents Hill allotments.  The Clerk presented the new quotation for allotment maintenance.  The Clerk was asked to respond to the company, and to request a further quotation.

Action:  The Clerk to respond to the landscaping company.

Action:  The Clerk to request a further quotation from another landscaping company.
g) Community events committee.  The event is scheduled for July 2009, subject to 20 stall holders being secured for the event.  The next meeting will take place on 13th January 2010.

h) Reserve sites – use of reserve sites.  It was reported that meetings were held on 25th and 26th November.
 
	Clerk
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	8. Risk assessment for projects, where appropriate
The Councillors raised the issue of dog fouling which presents a health risk to the community.  An article about this will be included in the next iNFACT newsletter.
Action: Cllr Laws will add an article to the next iNFACT newsletter.  
	Cllr Laws


	9. Finance
 The following information relates to period 16th November to 7th December 2009.

9a.
Appeals for funding
None received.

9b.
Payments

The following payments were made on or after 16th November to 7th December 2009.
	


Current Account

	Payee
	Cheque
	Reason
	Powers
	Amount ex VAT
	VAT
	Total

	Juon Presentation Products
	413
	Pens as giveaways at school event and other local events
	LGA 1972 s.142
	£177.50
	£26.63
	£204.13

	Monkston Community Centre
	414
	Hire of meeting room 5th, 12th and 19th October (NAG)
	LGA 1972 s.142
	£52.00
	
	£52.00

	SLCC
	415
	Membership fees renewal 2009/10
	LGA 1972 s.143
	£135.00
	
	£135.00

	AH Contracts
	416
	Bin emptying November and December 2009
	Litter Act 1983 s 30,72
	£894.78
	£134.22
	£1,029.00

	Amanda Wilmot
	417
	Reimbursements November 2009
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£112.35
	
	£167.28

	Amanda Wilmot
	418
	Salary and use of office (December 2009)
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£781.34
	
	£781.34

	HM Revenue and Customs
	419
	NI and PAYE December 2009
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£158.94
	
	£158.94

	Friends Provident Pension Scheme
	Direct Debit
	December contribution
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£49.00
	
	£49.00

	Total Debit
	
	
	
	
	
	£2,576.69




	9c.
Bank Account Balances



Balance as at 7th December 2009 (Current)




£ 11,391.53

Balance after proposed payments 

(Direct debit, CQ399 MKAUPC £200.00 & CQs413-419=total £2,776.69)

£  8,614.84   
Balance as at 7th December 2009 (Allotments)




£ 2,491.02

Balance as at 7th December 2009 (Deposit)




£ 49,350.65

Total bank balance (after proposed payments):



£60,456.51

The Council agreed that the Clerk should purchase an extended warranty for the Dell laptop to follow the expiring warranty on 26/03/10.  The warranty should be extended for a further two years (£120).  The Council agreed to precept in January 2011 for a new laptop for 2011/2012.
Action:  The Clerk to arrange this extended warranty.

9d.         Budget spend year to date

The Clerk presented the budget spend year to date as at 7th December 2009 (month 9), as follows:

	Clerk




[image: image2.emf]Not

Final budget agreed 

26/01/09 Budget 2008/09 YTD Budget utilised %

Clerks' salary

 5

13,494.10                            8949.96 66%

HMRC contributions (employer NI and 

deduction employee PAYE) 

 Em

3,643.41                              2832.99 78%

Calculation did not include tax and NI on 

holiday payments

Pension contributions 588.00                                 1075.25 183%

2008/09 contributions paid in 2009/10 as 

well as 2009/10 contributions 

Office expenses

 U

262.50                                 196.92 75%

Mileage and telephone expenses

 A

1,000.00                              733.49 73%

General admin

 A

1,500.00                              1552.07 103%

Memberships 787.95                                 335 43%

BALC renewal still due 2009/10

Insurance 729.87                                 812.96 111%

Increase in premium due to increased 

cover

Auditor services 293.55                                 400 136%

Complete for 2009/10

Parish Management Costs 22,299.38                            16,888.64                              76%

Room hire

 1

360.00                                 196.00                                   54%

Newsletter publishing and delivery

 4 x 

4,000.00                              3,500.40                                88%

May and September editions full colour 8 

page

Website costs

 I

491.58                                 -                                          0%

Due early 2010

Ongoing Councillor training

 A

200.00                                 20.00                                     10%

Dog bins and litter bins emptying

 L

6,008.60                              3,996.86                                67%

Parish Council Conference Dinner

 £

250.00                                 -                                          0%

Allotments - existing

 P

3,500.00                              148.42                                   4%

Allotments - new

 P

3,500.00                              -                                          0%

NAG meetings - room hire 360.00                                 128.00                                   36%

NAG - newsletter and information sharing 1,000.00                              -                                          0%

NAG projects reserve 1,000.00                              -                                          0%

Precept leaflet printing

 

280.00                                 136.22                                   49%Reduced cost as printed outside MKC

Existing service costs 20,950.18                            8,125.90                                39%

Play sessions

 2

10,396.80                            9,428.80                                91%

Complete for 2009/10

Youth workers

 £

3,838.62                              509.29                                   13%

Youth projects

 A

1,000.00                              -                                          0%

Streetcare - new dog bins x 1

 3 

390.56                                 -                                          0%

To be paid 2009/10

Streetcare - notice boards x 1

 £7

-                                        950.00                                   0%

Budgeted in 2008/09 but invoice paid in 

2009/10

Streetcare - parkland seating x 1

 £

-                                        -                                          0%

Streetcare - litter bins x 4

 R

1,651.76                              -                                          0%

Clerk training

 S

100.00                                 -                                          0%

Grants

 A

2,500.00                              2,727.00                                109%

Projects 19,877.74                            13,615.09                              68%

Total 63,127.30                            38,629.63                              61%

Additional projects for 2009/10

Spring dance festival (April/May) - refreshments 100.00                                 -                                          0%

Summer picnic - promotion and clean up? 200.00                                 -                                          0%

Autumn bulb planting (bulbs) 765.00                                 -                                          0%

To be paid 2009/10

Christmas carol service - refreshments 100.00                                 -                                          0%

Gridforce grass crete (parking fund?) 1,000.00                              -                                          -                                    

Monkston Park Community Centre (fund?) -                                        -                                          -                                    

Update of play parks 4,000.00                              -                                          -                                    

To be paid 2009/10

Additional projects for 2009/10 6,165.00                              -                                          0%

Total 69,292.30                            38,629.63                              56%

All figures are excluding VAT.

Final agreement for 2008/09: £20 per household at 2999 households = £59,980

Final agreement for 2009/10: at £20 per household at 3102 households + reserves = £69,292.30

Use reserves at £7252.30; cost per household £20 per household at 3102 households.


	10. Correspondence
687.2009  Printing of precept leaflets.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would arrange printing of the precept leaflet and would supply hard copies to MKC for distribution.

Action: The Clerk to confirm this with MKC.

Eastern area youth meeting.  Scheduled for Monday 14th December at 7pm.  Cllrs Smith and Bowker will be attending to represent the Parish Council.

	

	11. Planning
The planning report was presented as follows: a) There were no planning notices of decisions.
b) Planning applications received:

Received 24/11/09 for w/c 16/11/09

09/02059/FUL
Type:
Full Application
Change of use from business use (use class 

B1) to leisure use with climbing centre and 

external cycle store (use class D2).

Kents Hill & 
Valid:
17/11/2009
At:
1 Newmarket Court Kingston Milton 

Monkston Parish 
Keynes MK10 0AG 

Council

Team:
Major
For:
Big Rock Climbing Ltd
Kebabish, 2 Pimlico Court, Monkston Park – License application

The Parish Council made a decision on 16th November to object to alcohol off sales after 10pm with reference to Kebabish’s License application dated 9th October 2009.

Unfortunately this further objection cannot be accepted as the timeframe to respond has expired (6th November 2009).  As the decision at the October meeting did not include the objection to off sales after 10pm, we were unable to lodge this objection this time.

The Parish Council requests for opening and off sales times (following the October meeting), however, have been respected and the application was amended accordingly. 

	

	12. Councillors’ reports and items for future agendas

There is still no news on the use of the Kingston Tavern building, or its future.

It was reported that the container is still at the Kents Hill pavilion.  The Clerk was asked to chase a response from MKC.

Action:  The Clerk to chase MKC on a response regarding the container standing at the Kents Hill pavilion.

It was reported that there is considerable litter left behind by MK Wanderers and its teams.

Parish Council meeting commencement times.  The Clerk was asked to contact the Councillors to solicit their opinions to starting Parish Council meetings at 7pm rather than 7.30pm. 

Action:  The Clerk to write to Councillors to ask for their opinions.

It was agreed that the timing suggestions on the agenda helped to cover all Council business on the agenda.

Clerk appraisal.  The Councillors agreed that Cllrs Laws and Maudsley would conduct an annual appraisal for the Clerk for 2009.  The Clerk was requested to suggest dates to Cllrs Laws and Maudsley.

Action:  The Clerk to suggest dates to Cllr Laws and Maudsley.

	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk



	13. Dates for the next meetings: 


	


	Date
	Time
	Place
	Meeting

	Monday 11th January 2010
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 18th January 2010
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 22nd February 2010
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 29th March 2010
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 10th May 2010
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Council Meeting


Cllr Smith gave her apologies for the precept planning meeting on Monday 18th January 2010.

There being no additional business, the meeting closed at 9.50pm.
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