MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON MONDAY 29th JUNE 2009 
AT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING, KENTS HILL, MILTON KEYNES.

	
	Action responsibility

	1. Members present and apologies for absence

Members present were Cllrs. Laws, Maudsley, Cockram, Janice Cockram, Clark, Corbett, Smith and Barnes. Cllr Ferrans attended the meeting from 7.40pm.  The Clerk was in attendance. 
Apologies were given and accepted for Cllr Bowker.  Ward Councillor Vanessa McPake advised that she would be unable to attend the meeting.
Three members of the public (Ian and Susan Baker, Paula Napier) were in attendance.  Ward Councillor Crooks attended the meeting from 9.10pm.

	

	2. Declaration of interest

Cllr Laws asked if there were any changes to the Councillors’ declarations of interest.  Cllrs Cockram and Barnes expressed their interest in the Kents Hill and Monkston Park allotments respectively.  Cllr Ferrans asked for a copy of her declaration of interest for review.

Action:  Clerk to forward a copy of Cllr Ferrans’ declaration of interest to her for review. 


	Clerk

	3. Minutes
The revised minutes of the meeting on Monday 20th April were approved by the Councillors and duly signed by the Chair. 
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Council Meeting, both held on Monday 5th May, were reviewed and approved.  One amendment was requested to the minutes of the Annual Council Meeting which was to include Cllr Barnes as a member of the allotments working party under minute point 9 of that meeting.  The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting were signed as a true record of the meeting.

Action:  Clerk to make the amendment to the minutes for signing at next meeting.

	Clerk


	4. Decision required – Internal audit report and review of the annual performance review of the internal audit
The Clerk reported on the progress of the audit process, and presented the internal audit report to the Council.  The Councillors congratulated the Clerk on her financial management of the Parish Council, and formally accepted the internal audit report.

The Clerk explained the internal audit process and brought to the meeting the ‘governance files’ as presented to the internal auditor for inspection.  The Councillors then reviewed the performance of the internal audit, working through the ‘meeting the standards’ internal audit review form and the ‘characteristics of effectiveness’ form.  The Clerk completed the form in the meeting.

The Clerk confirmed that she would now prepare the submission to the external auditor, including the additional information required due to the Council being part of the 5% spot-check audit.

Action:  Clerk to prepare documentation for the external audit and 5% sport-check audit.
The Council resolved that an annual review of Council-owned property, its maintenance and associated risk assessment should be added to the Parish Council processes.  It was also agreed that a training plan for existing and new Councillors should be developed.

Action:  Clerk to add these processes to the annual procedures. 
	Clerk

Clerk



	5. Decision required – MKPA play sessions 
The Council reviewed the play session report from the Easter holiday sessions.  It was agreed that MKPA should ensure a banner is available at each session to publicise the events, and would also like confirmation from MKPA that all staff members at the sessions have an extended CRB check before working with the local children.
Action:  Clerk to discuss with MKPA.

The Council requested the Clerk to ask for a discount on fees charged for the play sessions as the Clerk implements a full promotional plan, and all costs are borne by the Parish Council.

Action:  Clerk to discuss with MKPA. 

The Council acknowledged the dates for the play sessions in the summer holidays.


	Clerk
Clerk

	6. Decision required – Monkston Park play provision
The Councillors and Clerk reported the progress so far on the proposed play provision in Monkston Park.  The Council resolved that they wished to proceed with the HCA proposal for some equipment to be stationed in the linear park in Monkston Park.  They agreed that HCA should run the consultation, with Parish Council support and agreement at each stage.  The Council agreed that, if possible, an interim communication to local residents should be drafted and distributed, before the formal consultation process is commenced.

Action:  Clerk to confirm intentions to Cheryl Montgomery, HCA, and to request the consultation/engagement programme for Parish Council inclusion.

It was agreed by the Parish Council that it was not preferable to further the proposed LAP for Monkston Park at this stage.


	Clerk

	7. Decision required – Parish Boundary review
The Council discussed the proposed Parish Boundary review which did not amend the boundary lines, but redefined the Ward boundaries as Monkston Park (2 seats), Monkston and Kingston Ward (5 seats) and Kents Hill, Kents Hill Park and Brinklow (4 seats).  The Council requested the Clerk to respond to the consultation that the Council is in favour of the proposals.

Action:  Clerk to respond to the consultation that the Council is in favour of the proposals. 
	Clerk


	8. Decision required – Parish Council representation at the Eastern Expansion Area Stakeholder Group
Cllr Ferrans had suggested that this point was on the meeting agenda to review objectives of the Eastern Expansion Stakeholder Group and participation at the meetings.  It was agreed that no action is required at this point in time.  All issues raised by this Group should be circulated to Councillors to gather input and to potentially agree Parish Council representation at the meeting. 
	

	9. Decision required – Councillor remuneration policy
The Councillors reviewed the Parish Councillor remuneration policy for 2009/10.  It was agreed that

a) Councillor remuneration should be reviewed at the precept planning stage of each financial year (next opportunity planning for 2010/2011 precept)
b) Councillors are welcome to request reimbursement of costs as permitted by LGA.
The Clerk was requested to provide a summary of which costs Councillors are able to claim for as well as an expense form template for Councillor use.

Action:  Clerk to provide a summary of which costs Councillors are permitted to claim as well as an expense form template. 

	Clerk

	10. Community event in the summer
Councillors Kalunga and Corbett reported that they would like to promote The Big Lunch which is a national community event scheduled for Sunday 19th July.  They would like to arrange this to take place on the village green in Monkston Park.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would support the event, and would pay for printing of A5 flyer to promote it.  Gwen to distribute in the Monkston Park area.

Action:  Gwen to prepare an A5 flyer for printing and distribution. 
	Cllr Corbett


	11. Progress reports for information
11a) Monkston Park allotments

The Clerk reported that works seem to have stalled in Monkston Park.  Clerk has requested information repeatedly, but nothing further to report until HCA provides update on progress.

11b) Kents Hill allotments

The Clerk reported that plot 18 has now been let.  It was agreed by the Council that plot 7 should be cut back, but not re-let until any remedial works have been conducted to remedy the flooding on the site.

Action: Clerk to arrange for plot 7 to be cut back.

The proposal to conduct maintenance works on the Kents Hill site was review.  Councillors requested comparative quotations for the work.

Action:  Clerk to advise contractor and to arrange comparative quotations.

11c) NAG community social event

It was reported that the NAG group proposes to arrange a community social event for Sunday 6th June 2010.  It was agreed that the Parish Council working group would work to combine efforts at this event.

11d) Monkston Park Bulletin (iNFACT supplement for Monkston Park)

The first edition of the Monkston Park Bulletin was circulated for information.

11e) Youth Club provision, venue and development plans
Cllr Smith reported that the Make A Difference organisation is talking to Monkston community Centre to arrange youth activities in the summer.  It was agreed that a number of community centres had been extended to accommodate a ‘wing’ for youth provision.

The current status with the Youth Club was reported.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to MK Partnerships, requesting a piece of land for development to meet the needs of the young people in the area.  

Action:  Clerk to write to MK Partnerships.

It was proposed that a youth club committee is required to move the youth club forward.  It was agreed that a Parish Council representative should be appointed to the Monkston Community Centre.  It was agreed to keep the Parish Council updated on youth-related developments with Youth Service/other local Parish Councils.
11f) Salt bins

It was agreed to identify areas in the Parish where it would be useful to have a salt bin, for requests to be submitted to MKC in 2010.

Action:  Councillors to identify suitable locations for salt bins in the winter.

Action:  The Clerk was asked to buy a Milton Keynes map book for the Parish Council.

11g) Playbuilder consultation

Cllr Cockram provided feedback following the Playbuilder conference.  The Kents Hill local park has been awarded lottery funding of £50,000 to improve the play facilities in the park.  The Council was in full support of the Playbuilder programme. The Clerk raised the potential of applying for WREN funding to complement the PLaybuilder grant funding.

Action:  Clerk to follow up with Katie Warlosz for WREN application forms and grant information.

Action:  Clerk to confirm support to the Playbuilder programme.

11h) Play area improvement
Cllr Smith updated the Council on the progress being made with the play area improvements to play parks in Lanercost Crescent, Monkston and potentially Wilsley Pound, Kents Hill.  The Council awaits feedback from Katie Warlosz at MKC.  Cllr Smith advised that the Wilsley Pound was already going to be ‘refreshed’ The Clerk to contact Katie about this.

Action:  Clerk to contact Katie Warlosz to understand plans for Wilsley Pound play area.

11i) Quality status

Cllr Corbett reported that the working party is still assessing the work required to achieve Quality Status and that the group will report to the Parish Council in the Autumn.

11j) Safer journeys to school

The Councillors discussed the safer journeys to school consultation for Monkston Primary School.  It was resolved to respond to MKC that a) bird droppings are increasingly causing environmental health issues on the routes to school, b) children should be encouraged to go to Hazard Alley as part of road awareness, c) need for a zebra crossing or staggered bollards/barriers in Blanchland Circle – at crossing point next to Waltham Drive, d) parking where Wadhurst Lane meets Tunbridge Grove – there is a lot of parking and this is potentially a danger spot – should be addressed.

Action:  Clerk to respond to MKC consultation. 
At 10pm it was agreed to continue the meeting to complete the agenda.


	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Councillors

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk



	12. Risk assessment
Risk assessment items were discussed under minute points 4, 5, 9, 10, 11e, 11f, and 11j, and associated actions recorded in the minutes under these points.
	

	13. Finance

13a) Appeals for funding

There was one appeal for funding from MKC Trading Standards for funding of an alcohol education workshop for Year 9 pupils as part of the Trading Standards Underage Enforcement work of Trading Standards.  Project involved a theatre group production of a play.  Each school visit costs £1000 – planned to visit at least 10 of the 13 senior schools in MK.  Grant application for £250.00.  Grant application form completed and submitted to the Clerk.  The Council agreed that the grant would be awarded, subject to it being acceptable to award a grant to a local authority department.  The grant was awarded subject to Walton High being included on the list of schools to implement this programme. The Clerk was requested to check this. 

Action:  Clerk to check the viability of a Parish Council awarding a grant to a department of the local authority.

Action:  Clerk to respond accordingly to the applicant.
13b) Payments
The following payments were made on or after 5th May 2009 to 29th June 2009:
	Clerk

Clerk


Current Account

	Payee
	Cheque
	Reason
	Powers
	Amount ex VAT
	VAT
	Total

	Metrosigns 2000
	368
	Notice board for Kents Hill
	LGA 1972 s.142
	£860.00
	£129.00
	£989.00

	Laser Printing Services (LPS)
	369
	Printing of Monkston Park leaflets and bulletin
	LGA 1972 s.142
	£260.00
	
	£260.00

	Amanda Wilmot
	370
	April/May salary and reimbursements
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£1,261.58
	
	£1,261.58

	HM Revenue and customs
	371
	April/May PAYE and NI contributions
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£346.32
	
	£346.32

	Friends Provident Pension Scheme
	Direct Debit
	Pension contributions June 2009
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£49.00
	
	£49.00

	AH Contracts
	372
	Bin emptying May and June 2009
	Litter Act 1983 s 30,72
	£859.92
	£128.99
	£988.91

	LPS
	373
	Printing of newsletter May 2009
	LGA 1972 s.142
	£1,280.00
	
	£1,280.00

	Mrs Karen King
	374
	Delivery of newsletter May 2009
	LGA 1972 s.142
	£310.20
	
	£310.20

	Monkston Community Centre
	375
	Hire charges for 5th (PC) and 18th May 2009 (NAG)
	LGA 1972, s.133
	£48.00
	
	£48.00

	Amanda Wilmot
	376
	Salary May/June 2009 and reimbursements; 2 days’ leave entitlement
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£1,617.11
	
	£1,617.11

	HM Revenue and Customs
	377
	May/June PAYE and NI contributions
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£450.44
	
	£450.44

	Total Debit
	
	
	
	
	
	£7,600.56



Allotment Account

	Payee
	Cheque
	Reason
	Powers
	Amount ex VAT
	VAT
	Total

	Anglian Water
	7
	Water usage Dec-June for both sites in Kents Hill
	Small holdings and allotments act 1908 s23-33
	£53.91
	
	53.91

	Bank charges for BACS faster payments
	Charges
	Bank charges
	
	£0.60
	
	£0.60

	Total Debit
	
	
	
	
	
	£54.51

	Cheques paid in for allotment rent
	
	Coleman, Tucker (Hammett), Cockram, Hudghton, Barrett-Murrer x2, Nash, Rose, Bray, Walsh, Casey-Green, Pentland
	
	£246.75
	
	£246.75

	Bank charges for BACS faster payments
	Charges
	Refund of bank charges
	
	£0.60
	
	£0.60

	Total Income
	
	
	
	
	
	£247.35


Deposit Account

	Payee
	Cheque
	Reason
	Powers
	Amount ex VAT
	VAT
	Total

	Net interest
	
	Interest May 2009
	
	
	
	£1.48

	Net interest
	
	Interest June 2009
	
	
	
	£1.68

	Total Income
	
	
	
	
	
	£3.16


	The payments were agreed and the cheques for these payments were duly signed.

13c) Bank statement
Balance as at 25th June 2009 (Current)





£5,604.38
Balance after proposed payments (CQs 372-377 & DD = total £4,743.66)

£   860.72 
Balance as at 25th June 2009 (Allotments)




£2,378.07

Balance after proposed payment, refund (CQ 7= £53.91; refund £0.60)

And cheques paid in (£246.75)






£2,571.51

Balance as at 25th June 2009 (Deposit)





£ 49,344.89

Total bank balance (after proposed payments):



£ 52,777.12

The Clerk recommended that £20,000 is transferred from the deposit account to the current account.  The Council agreed that this would be prudent and therefore the Clerk was requested to transfer funds.
Action:  Clerk to arrange transfer of funds as agreed.

	Clerk



	14. Correspondence for information
487.2009 Request for comments from a non-statutory body for reserved matters for the construction of the River Island Distribution Warehouse at Magna Park.  The Council agreed that the Parish Council does not wish to respond.
492.2009 Road amendments to Frithwood Crescent, Kents Hill. The proposed changes to the road plan in Frithwood Crescent (taking away the give way signs on Frithwood Crescent at Tenterden Crescent and Birdlip Lane) – the Councillors resolved that they did not think these changes would be beneficial.  MKC had asked whether the Parish Council had an appetite for funding such changes.  The Council resolved that there is no budget, nor wish to make these changes.  The Clerk was asked to respond to Heather Baker to advise on the Council’s views, and to reject proposals on the rights of way.  She was asked to express the Council’s interest in attending future Ward Area Forum meetings. Furthermore, the Council reported that visibility from Timbold Drive onto the H9 is considerably obscured by trees and shrubs.  The Clerk was requested to contact Maurice Barnes to request that these are addressed.

Action:  Clerk to contact Heather Baker with feedback on the Ward Area Forum meeting and the proposed changes to Frithwood Crescent.

Action:  Clerk to contact Maurice Barnes regarding landscaping on H9.

	Clerk

Clerk

	15.  Planning
The following information relates to period from 20th April to 29th June 2009. 

a) Planning notices and decisions

Application number

Planning for 

Date received
Status
Licensing Act 2003
Monkston Primary School – new premises licence for performance of a play, exhibition of films indoor sporting events, live music, recorded music, performance of dance; provision of facilities for making music, dancing, entertainment facilities

12/05/09

Circulated to Cllrs; No adverse comment
09/01034/MKPCR

Request for comments for construction of the River Island Distribution Warehouse, Magna Park (class B8) with ancillary circulation, maintenance, parking, SUDs and landscaped areas

16/06/09

Request for comments

08/02101/FUL

Planning permission granted for erection of four dwellings at plots 1, 3, 5 and 7 Queensbury Lane, Monkston Park

07/05/09

Planning permission granted

09/00390/FUL

Planning permission granted for erection of part first floor part two storey side extension, rear conservatory, installation of rear roof sun pipe and first floor side window at 8 Shirley Moor, Kents Hill

30/04/09

Planning permission granted

09/00371/FUL

Planning permission granted for a rear conservatory at 83 Crowborough Lane, Kents Hill

24/04/09

Planning permission granted

b) Planning Applications received and Parish Council responses

Received 20/05/09 for w/c 11/05/09

09/00814/FUL
Type:
Full Application
DEMOLITION OF EXISTING GARAGE AND 

CONSTRUCTION OF ATTACHED SINGLE 

STOREY ANNEX IN REAR GARDEN

Kents Hill & 
Valid:
15/05/2009
At:
100 Blanchland Circle Monkston 

Monkston Parish 
MK10 9FL 

Council

Team:
South
For:
Mrs Susan Kirschner

Received 28/05/09 for w/c 18/05/09

09/00869/TNOT
Type:
Telecom 
GPDO DETERMINATION FOR INSTALLATION 

Notification
OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT 

COMPRISING A 10M LAMPPOST SWAP-OUT 

AND ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT

Kents Hill & 
Valid:
21/05/2009
At:
Lamppost H85KW Near To Kingston 

Monkston Parish 
Roundabout Standing Way Kingston 

Council 

Team:
South
For:
Orange Personal Communication 

Services Limited

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

09/00870/TNOT
Type:
Telecom 
GPDO DETERMINATION FOR INSTALLATION 

Notification
OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT 

COMPRISING A 10M LAMPOST SWAP-OUT 

AND ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT (RENEWAL 

OF EXPIRED PLANNING PERMISSION 

05/01926/TNOT)

Kents Hill & 
Valid:
21/05/2009
At:
Lamppost V115MO Near To The 

Monkston Parish 
Brinklow Roundabout Tongwell Street 

Council
Kingston

Team:
South
For:
Orange Personal Communication 

Services Limited
There were no actions associated to these planning applications.


	

	16. Councillor reports 
Cllr Smith reported that the fencing around the Balmerino Close allotment site has been broken and the site was not secure.  
The Clerk asked Councillors to volunteer to complete the Annual Satisfaction Survey response (from Councillors).  Cllrs Cockram agreed to complete the survey.

Action:  Cllrs Cockram to complete the Annual Satisfaction Survey response.

Cllr Janice Cockram reported that the Bedgebury Place demolition seems to be progressing well and that there have not been any associated problems to report so far.


	Cllrs Cockram

	17. Dates for the next meetings

The dates for the future Parish Council meetings were agreed as follows:
Cllrs Smith, Cockram and Janice Cockram gave their apologies for the next meeting.


	


	Date
	Time
	Place
	Meeting

	Monday 27th July 2009
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 7th September 2009
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 12th October 2009
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 16th November 2009
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 7th December 2009
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 11th January 2010
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 18th January 2010
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 22nd February 2010
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 29th March 2010
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 10th May 2010
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Council Meeting


There being no additional business, the meeting closed at 10.15pm.
1

