MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON MONDAY 9th MARCH 2009 
AT THE MONKSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE, MILTON KEYNES.

	
	Action responsibility

	1. Members present and apologies for absence

Members present were Cllrs. Laws, Maudsley, Cockram, Janice Cockram, Clark, Corbett, Bowker, Barnes and Ferrans. The Clerk was in attendance. 
One member of the public was in attendance.  Ward Councillor Crooks arrived at the meeting at 9.20pm.

Apologies were given and accepted for Cllrs Smith and Kalunga.
Notification was received from Ward Councillors McPake and Tamagnini-Barbosa that they would be unable to attend the meeting, due to other meeting commitments.

	

	2. Declaration of interest

Cllrs Cockram, Bowker and Barnes expressed their interest in the Kents Hill, Monkston and Monkston Park allotments respectively. 


	

	3. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting on Monday 19th January and Monday 26th January (precept planning meeting) were approved by the Councillors and duly signed by the Chair. 

	

	4. Confirmation of items discussed at the precept planning meeting on Monday 26th January 2009

a) Monkston Park allotments
Cllr Laws and the Clerk presented the findings from the meeting with MKC regarding the Monkston Park allotments, and the amendment list for the Monkston Park allotment design. A number of additional observations were made.  The Clerk to give feedback to MKC.  Completed.

b) Monkston allotments 
Cllr Laws and the Clerk presented the initial design for the Monkston allotments.  The Councillors itemised a list of amendments and observations to be reported to MKC.  Completed.

c) Budget 2008/09

The Clerk presented the budget 2008/09 and the spend year to date.  The Councillors were in agreement with the spend year to date and the forecast spend to the end of the financial year.

d) Precept planning
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14101108 end 2009 2009110 budget Notes Final budget agreed 26/01/09
60 hours per month at £14.29
(LC33+3%) plus 120 hours overtime
plus holiday paid out (+3%) plus
additional 20 hours for allotment set up
Clerks' salary 1063562 10582.32 1319973 124%|M and MP
Based on 2008109 forecastforecast
salary (27%) - employer NI at 12.8% +
HMRC contributions (employer NI and deduction deduction employee PAYE paid to
employee PAYE) 1.36136 285043 3563.93 262%|HMRC
Pension contributions - 585.25 588.00 - | 5% of 2008 salary 588,00
Office expenses 250,00 250.00 26250 105%] Plus 5% as agreed 19/01/09 26250
Mileage and telephone expenses 53451 976.05 1,000.00 187%] As per 2008/09 actual spend 1,00000
General admin 1,553.60 1373.00 1,500.00 7% As per 2008/09 actual spend 1,500 00
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2008/09 +3%

71517

70861
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36225

28500

29355

81%

2008/09 + 3%

12 PC meetings in 2009/10 at £30 per

Room hire 640.00 376.00 360.00 56%)|session 360.00
Based on approx. 1000 per edition -
Newsletter publishing and delivery 409250 343186 4,000.00 98%|print and distribution x4 editions 4,000.00
Plus 3% increase hosting plus £15 per
Website costs 30250 30250 31158 103% | month for database management (£150)
Ongoing Councillor training 200.00 2000 200.00 100%] As per 2008/09
Confirmed costs litter bins £2 69week
per bin and dog bins £4.03/week per bin
(3 iter bins (4 collections per week) + 3
Dog bins and litter bins emptying 483379 497099 6.008.60 124%|MKC bins, 24 dog bins) 6,008.60
Parish Council Conference Dinner 14678 - 150.00 102%| Based on 2007/08 actual spend 25000
Allotments - existing 810.00 138.92 350000 432%)| Anticipated Kents Hill remedial work 3500.00
Allotments - new 1,620.00 350000 216%| Anficipated initial costs 3500.00

Precept leaflet printing

544 00

172.00

36000

12 meetings at £30 per session

1,000.00

1,000.00

As per 2008/09

1,000.00

1,000.00

As per 2008/09

27200

280.00

280.00

As per 2008/09

£288 80 per session; 8 sessions at
Easter, 28 sessions in the Summer at

Play sessions 972180 853900 10,396.80 107%|2007 and 2008 levels (7 week holiday) 1039680
Youth workers 8,846.44 372682 383862 43%] 2008109 + 3% 383862
Reduction on 2008/09 levels; maybe for
Youth projects 2,000.00 - 1,000.00 50%| play sessionsfactivities 1,00000
T new bin at £81, post £35 each,
installation £50, carriage £15, emptying
Streetcare - new dog bins x 1 40000 347,00 39056 98%|£209 56/annum 39056
Streetcare - notice boards x 1 846.63 850.00 - 0%| Not required
Streetcare - parkland seating x 1 500.00 608.00 608.00 122%| 1 new seat + installation
Zniewitter bins as per 2008/09,;
Recycling style bins £611 x 4 (Broxap) +
£75 installation per bin +£139.88 (steel
Streetcare - litter bins x 4 3364.06 - 330352 98%|bins £475)
Clerk training 200,00 5450 100.00 50%] One day course + one MKC session 100.00
'AS per 2008/09; max. Band D equiv
Grants 2500.00 1,975.00 2500.00 100%| properties 2606 X £6.15 = £16,027 2500.00
Additional projects for 2009/10
Spring dance festival (AprillMay) - refreshments - - 100.00 Estimate for refreshrents 100.00
Summer picnic - promotion and clean up? - - 200.00 Estimate for promotion and clean up 200,00
4500 bulbs; £17 per 100 'Gee Tee'
Autumn bulb planting (bulbs) - - 765.00 wholesale bulb supplier 765,00
Christmas carol service - refreshments - - 100.00 Estimate for refreshrents
£10.50 per square metre; approx£100
Gridforce grass crete (parking fund?) - - 3,000.00 per car, 30 cars?
Monkston Park Community Centre (fund?) - - ? Not known
Update of play parks - - ? Not known





e) Oakgrove outline planning application
Cllr Ferrans presented her report on the Oakgrove outline planning application.  All Councillors accepted the report and agreed that this should be sent to MKC Planning from the Parish Council.  It was agreed that comments regarding parking and access should be amended from what was stated at the Parish Council meeting on Monday 19th January, and replaced with comments from this more detailed report.  Completed.


	

	5. Progress reports for information
a) Kents Hill allotments.  
The Clerk reported that there have now been two site meetings on the Kents Hill allotments with Maurice Barnes from MKC. It is agreed that the Parish Council now needs to meet with a drainage expert from MKC to assess drainage of the sports fields and wider area, as well as the allotment plot.  The Clerk has already chased this and will arrange a meeting.

Action:  Clerk to arrange meeting with drainage expert, MKC, to assess the area and to discuss the remedial work required.

b) Monkston Park and Monkston allotments.  
The Clerk reported that the Monkston allotment site design has been discussed and agreed with MKC and Martin Pettet (Lovell).  Awaiting confirmation from Lovell/TaylorWimpey that the design will be acceptable and a timeframe for work to begin.  The Clerk has followed up and awaits feedback from MKC. 
The Clerk reported that she and Cllrs Laws and Maudsley met with HCA regarding the Monkston Park allotments on Tuesday 3rd March. A budget has been secured to carry out the work in the 2008/09 financial year, and not in 2009/10, and therefore the urgent meeting was held to ensure agreement of the Parish Council requirements.  Await feedback from HCA regarding commencement of works, as well as the fencing solution for the site.
c) Newsletter.
The Clerk reported that the newsletter was printed and successfully distributed by the David King.  The Councillors confirmed that they had received the newsletter and this was a really good edition.  It was agreed that a disclaimer regarding photographs used in the newsletter are for indicative purposes and were not included to in any way depict specific locations or areas in the Parish.

Action:  Clerk to research disclaimer wording for inclusion in future newsletters. 
d) Environmental health issues

Cllr Clark reported problems with bird mess in Wadhurst Lane and Tewksbury Lane.  The Clerk was requested to lodge a report to the Environmental Health team at MKC.
Action:  Clerk to contact the Environmental Health team at MKC.

The meeting was adjourned to conduct a public open session.

The meeting was re-convened.


	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	6. Provision of litter bins for 2008/09 
The Clerk reported that MKC has confirmed the provision of 6-8 bins for the Parish, as agreed at the NAG.  These would be provided from the 2009/10 budget.  Specific locations for the bins to be agreed at a future meeting. 

Action:  Clerk to add this issue to a future meeting’s agenda.


	Clerk

	7. Monkston Park Community Centre
The Clerk updated the Councillors as to the current status of the McCann/HCA discussions re: the community centre.  HCA will be issuing a letter to McCann after 31/03/09 regarding contractual breach should no attempt to start the community centre build be made. 


	

	8. Play sessions for Easter 2009
The Clerk presented the dates and times for the play sessions for the Easter holidays.

The Clerk to promote the sessions as per previous years.  The Clerk to confirm with MKPA that the banner should be used at all venues to promote the sessions. 
The Clerk to confirm the Parks Trust contact (via MKPA).

Action: Clerk to promote to the play sessions for the Easter holidays.

Action:  Clerk to confirm with MKPA that the banner should be used at all venues. 
Action:  Clerk to confirm Parks Trust contact (from MKPA).

 
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	9. Easter and Summer activities 2009
It was agreed that Cllr Kalunga had provided information regarding potential organisations to run Easter and Summer activities.  This should be discussed at a future meeting. 

Action:  Clerk to add this to a future agenda. 
	Clerk


	10. Local Government Working Together Conference, 24th April
Cllr Laws updated the Council as to his involvement so far in the iDea workshops.

It was agreed that Cllrs Bowker, Maudsley, Cockram, Mrs Cockram and the Clerk should attend the conference.  All Councillors are invited – should anyone else wish to attend, they are requested to confirm with the Clerk.

Action:  The Clerk to book 5 places at the conference (1 complimentary place and 4 paid places). 
Action:  Councillors to advise the Clerk if they wish to reserve a place at the conference before 16/03/09.


	Clerk

Councillors


	11. Proposed footway and verge parking order
The Councillors discussed the proposed footway and verge parking order and agreed that this would be appropriate for the Parish.

The Clerk was requested to respond accordingly:

· Where courtyard parking is in place and not used:  footpaths and verges should be included outside these homes.

· The Parish Council requests a walk around with MKC to identify appropriate areas for inclusion.

· Identified locations:  Lindesfarne Drive corner in Monkston, Wadhurst Lane in Kents Hill, Tunbridge Grove in Kents Hill, Blanchland Circle.
· Areas identified in Monkston Park should be advised to Paul Harrison at MKC, however due to the adoption issues, they may not be included at this stage.

Action:  Clerk to confirm Parish Council views to Paul Harrison of MKC.

	Clerk

	12. Resident insurance claim against Parish Council

The Clerk reported that a resident is making a claim against the Parish Council’s insurance for injury when placing a bag into a dog waste bin in Monkston.

It was agreed to review the dog bin locations and to ensure that they are all on a public footpath, accessible from hard standing.

Action:  Councillors to review the dog waste and litter bins locations.

	Councillors

	13. Quality Status
Cllrs Barnes presented a slide making a proposal as to how to move forward with this initiative.  It was agreed that the working party should move forward with proposed actions and to report back to the Parish Council with their primary investigation findings in 3 months’ time.  Cllr Ferrans agreed to join the working party on a consultative basis.
Action:  Working party to move forward with primary investigations.

The Clerk was requested to circulate the Powerpoint presentation prepared by Cllrs Barnes and Corbett.

Action:  Clerk to circulate the Powerpoint presentation to all Councillors.

	Cllrs Barnes, Corbett, Kalunda, Ferrans and the Clerk

Clerk

	14. No Cold Calling Zone

It was agreed that the Clerk should circulate the No Cold Calling Zone information pack for review.  This point to be added to the next meeting agenda.

Action:  Clerk to add this item to the agenda for next Parish Council meeting.

	Clerk

	15. Clerk’s contract of employment 2009/10

It was agreed that as suitable wording for the review of annual leave could not be confirmed at this stage, the Clerk’s contract of employment (with effect 01/04/09) should be signed as is, and reviewed at a later date.  The contract was duly signed by the Chair.  The Clerk will send a copy of the signed contract to the Chair.

Action:  Clerk to forward a copy of the signed contract to the Chair. 

	

	16. Risk assessment for projects, where appropriate

Discussed for items 5c) and 12, and actions agreed.


	

	17.  Finance
17a.
Appeals for funding
There was one appeal for funding from the Monkston Community Centre and Sports Pavilion. The Council agreed that due to the nature of the application a full application form should be submitted to the Council.  Responses to the following questions should also be provided before the application can be considered.
1. Has the management committee generated funds for support this work, by way of the 50/50 matched funding requirement

2. Removal of items in the meeting room – the Parish Council requires justification for why this is a paid element of the work (the user groups might remove their items themselves)

3. There was an existing table and set of chairs for the meeting room, which, I am told, was purchased by the Parish Council.  Where are these items, and can they not be used?

4. Where will the items currently in the meeting room be stored/disposed of?

At 10pm it was agreed to continue the meeting to complete the agenda.

17b.
Payments

The following payments were made on or after 19th January 2009 to 9th March 2009. 


	


Current Account

	Payee
	Cheque
	Reason
	Powers
	Amount ex VAT
	VAT
	Total

	AH Contracts
	333
	Bin emptying January 2009
	Litter Act 1983 s 30,72
	£412.16
	£61.82
	£473.98

	Monkston Community Centre
	334
	Room hire 15/12/08 (NAG)
	LGA 1972, s. 133
	£24.00
	
	£24.00

	Trevor Iles
	335
	2 x dog bins
	Litter Act 1983 s 30,72
	£247.00
	£37.05
	£284.05

	Milton Keynes Council
	336
	Training fees Cllrs Smith and Clark
	LGA 1972, s.111
	£20.00
	
	£20.00

	Amanda Wilmot
	337
	Salary January 2009 and reimbursements
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£1,026.69
	
	£1,026.69

	Laser Printing Solutions
	338
	Precept leaflet printing 
	LGA 1972 s.142
	£218.40
	
	£218.40

	Hostway Ltd
	339
	Site hosting for 2009/10
	LGA 1972 s.142
	£137.31
	
	£137.31

	HM Revenue and customs
	340
	NI and income tax for employment of A Wilmot
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£262.60
	
	£262.60

	David King/Karen King
	341
	Delivery of newsletter 
	LGA 1972 s.142
	£310.20
	
	£310.20

	Laser Printing Solutions
	342
	Printing of newsletter
	LGA 1972 s.142
	£1,280.00
	
	£1,280.00

	AH Contracts
	343
	Bin emptying services February and March 
	Litter Act 1983 s 30,72
	£819.20
	£122.88
	£942.08

	Monkston Community Centre
	344
	Room hire 19/01/09
	LGA 1972, s. 133
	£28.00
	
	£28.00

	Amanda Wilmot
	345
	Salary February 2009 and reimbursement
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£912.04
	
	£912.04

	HM Revenue and customs
	346
	NI and income tax for employment of A Wilmot
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£156.39
	
	£156.39

	BALC
	347
	Membership 2009/10
	LGA 1972 s.143
	£712.88
	
	£712.88

	Total Debit
	
	
	
	
	
	£6,788.62



Allotment Account

	Payee
	Cheque
	Reason
	Powers
	Amount ex VAT
	VAT
	Total

	Net interest 
	
	February 09
	
	£0.00
	
	£0.00

	Total Income
	
	
	
	
	
	£0.00


Deposit Account

	Payee
	Cheque
	Reason
	Powers
	Amount ex VAT
	VAT
	Total

	Net interest 
	
	February 09
	
	£2.55
	
	£2.55

	Total Income
	
	
	
	
	
	£2.55


	The payments were agreed and the cheques were duly signed.

17c.
Bank Account Balances



Balance as at 9th March 2009 (Current)




£ 3,657.67 
Balance after proposed payments (CQs 333-347= total £4478.90)
£  821.23 DEBIT
Balance as at 9th March 2009 (Allotments)



£ 2,312.67

Balance as at 9th March 2009 (Deposit)




£ 37,337.43

Total bank balance (after proposed payments):


£ 38,828.87

It was agreed to transfer £8,000 from the deposit account into the current account.

Action:  Clerk to transfer £8,000 from the deposit account into the current account.


	Clerk

	18. Correspondence for information.

388.2008  School markings at Monkston Primary School.  The Clerk reported the latest information regarding the change of traffic flow in front of the Primary School.  The Clerk was requested to confirm with Paul Harrison that he had communicated with the Head Teacher regarding the changes.

Action:  Clerk to contact Paul Harrison.

431.2008  The Clerk was requested to circulate the link to the satisfaction scores for service performance levels.
Action:  Clerk to circulate the link to all Councillors.

434.2008  The Clerk was requested to obtain the points scoring information to understand criteria for placement of salt bins.  The Councillors were requested to advise the Clerk of suitable locations for salt bins.

Action:  Clerk to obtain criteria for salt bin placement.

Action:  Councillors to advise Clerk of suitable salt bin locations.
435.2008 Anti-social behaviour training.  Councillors to advise the Clerk if they would like her to reserve a place for them on the ASB training. 
Action:  Councillors to contact the Clerk if they would like her to reserve a place for them on the ASB training. 

	Clerk
Clerk

Clerk

Councillors

Councillors

	19. Planning

The planning report was presented and reviewed.

	

	20. Councillors’ reports and items for future agendas

No reports were made.

	

	21. Dates for the next meetings

The dates for the future Parish Council meetings were agreed as follows:
	


	Date
	Time
	Place
	Meeting

	Monday 20th April 2009
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Council Meeting

	Tuesday 5th May 2009
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Council Meeting

	Monday 29th June 2009
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 27th July 2009
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 7th September 2009
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 12th October 2009
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 16th November 2009
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 7th December 2009
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 11th January 2010
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 18th January 2010
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 22nd February 2010
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 29th March 2010
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 10th May 2010
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Council Meeting


It was noted that the Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Council Meeting has been rescheduled.

Cllrs Maudsley, Ferrans and Bowker offered their apologies for the meeting on 5th May 2009.
There being no additional business, the meeting closed at 10.16pm.
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