MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON MONDAY 19th JANUARY 2009 
AT THE MONKSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE, MILTON KEYNES.

	
	Action responsibility

	1. Members present and apologies for absence

Members present were Cllrs. Laws, Maudsley, Cockram, Janice Cockram, Kalunga, Clark, Corbett, Bowker, Barnes and Ferrans. The Clerk was in attendance. 
Jackie Fox, Planning Officer from MKC, was in attendance.

Apologies were given and accepted for Cllr Smith.
Notification was received from Ward Councillors Butler-Ellis, Crooks and Tamagnini-Barbosa that they would be unable to attend the meeting, due to other meeting commitments.
There were also four members of the public in attendance.


	

	2. Declaration of interest

Cllr Cockram expressed his interest in the Kents Hill allotments. Cllrs Bowker and Barnes expressed their interest in the planned Monkston and Monkston Park allotments.

	

	3. Planning 
Jackie Fox presented the plans for the outline planning application for Oakgrove, from Crest Nicholson and the Homes and Communities Agency (HCA).  She mentioned that there are up to 1300 homes planning, at a density of 55 dwellings per hectare. There is a neighbourhood centre planned for the site, to include a pub, restaurants and cafes and a number of retail outlets.  
There are also 3 play areas proposed, a nursery and the inclusion of green corridors. Only one additional access route into the estate from the V10 Brickhill Street is planned.  

There will be affordable housing on the estate, at MKC’s prescribed levels (currently 25% rented accommodation and 5% shared ownership housing).

Environmental issues have been addressed.  Remediation works have been conducted to the contaminated land.  Green corridors have been provided.

Sustainable power – there is some combined heat and power planned for the estate, and the development will be carbon neutral in line with MKC’s standards.

Bus route will be initially through the local centre, and will later run through the site.

Timing for the community centre.  There is currently no trigger between the building of the development and the building of the community centre.

Council comments were as follows:
· Parking.  Although there is no detail of parking provision as this is an outline application, the Council confirmed that the MKC parking standards are currently being revised.  The Council requests that the design codes to be detailed at the next stage will govern parking, once they are finalised, at the appropriate point in the planning application process. 
It was commented that MKC is in the process of producing a parking standard which increases the parking requirement, and prohibits rear parking courts, and that it was essential that the design codes allowed for this.

· School.  There is a need for a primary school as part of the development to serve this new community.

· Shops.  The Council welcomes the shops and amenities offered at the local centre, which will bring the centre up to standards already enjoyed in other parts of the city.

· The development is high density compared to the other estates along the river/Ouzel Valley Park.  The Council would recommend the development decreases the density of the estate so that it fits into the local scheme.

· The Council would request a ‘trigger’ built into the planning permission to ensure that the construction of the community centre commences while the residential components are built.  This new community will need the community centre to create a true community.

· Parking to access the park land.  The Council requires consideration for parking facilities to enable residents from a wider area to be able to benefit from the Ouzel Valley Park, since this will be promoted as a highlight of the estate.  

· Serious concern regarding the grid roads and junctions into and out of the estate, as well as connectivity between the estates.  With the proposed road scheme it is foreseen that there will be access problems in and out of Oakgrove, Middleton and Monkston Park.  

· All access points need substantial engineering – dualling or long filter lanes at the access points would offer significant safety and traffic flow benefits.

· The Council requires amendments to the layout access of Noon Layer Drive to allow safer transit in and out of the estate.  

· There is serious concern over the access from Chaffron Way into the neighbourhood centre.  The traffic travels at high speed, and to turn suddenly will be a danger to all road users outside the estate.  School children going between Oakgrove School or Monkston Park housing and the southern play area will have to cross these entrances inside the estate.
· The Council requests a traffic assessment on the actual number of cars using these routes (not relying on data which is potentially 5 years out of date).

· Access to turn right out of both Oakgrove and Middleton estates will be virtually impossible at certain times of the day due to traffic to/from the Open University.  The Council requests that consideration be given to re-engineering the junction to assist with this.  
· The Councillors suggested that the application is taken to the Eastern Expansion group (next available meeting at the end of February).

Action:  The Clerk was requested to bring the Council’s comments and requests to the attention of MKC Planning.
	Clerk


	4. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting on Monday 8th December 2008 were approved and duly signed by Vice-Chair, Cllr Maudsley, as he chaired this meeting.

	

	5. Progress reports for information
Kents Hill allotments.  It was agreed that the Clerk should meet with Maurice Barnes of MKC and his contractors to discuss the remedial work required at the site to reinstate the French drain.  It was also agreed that the Clerk should arrange for the re-marking of plots once the drain is prepared, so that the plot boundary does not reach the ditch.
Action:  Clerk to arrange meeting with Maurice Barnes and contractors to discuss the remedial work required.

Monkston Park and Monkston allotments.  The Clerk reported that the allotment sites would be discussed at the meeting scheduled for Friday 23rd January with Martin Small and Steve Crowther.
Parish Council policies.  The Clerk reported that the working party had identified the policies to be developed, and would work on these over the next 12 months, planning to draft, present and adopt them by the end of the new financial year.  It was agreed that Data Management, the Complaints Procedure and Health and Safety policies were higher priority for development.

Action:  The working party (the Clerk, Cllr Smith and Cllr Corbett) to draft and present the policies accordingly.

Action:  The Clerk to speak to the Clerks’ Forum for advice and suggestions for policy content and formats.

	Clerk

Clerk, Cllrs Corbett & Smith

Clerk

	6. Parish projects 2008/09 and councillor responsibilities
The ‘responsibility grid’ was discussed and it was agreed to add Planning as one of the responsibility areas.

Planning issues were discussed, and it was felt that opportunities to discuss planning items may be missed due to the meeting cycle. The Clerk reported that she had requested support from other Clerks in the area, and they had provided their experience on how to optimise the planning process from the Parish Council perspective.  It was therefore agreed that there would be a working party established (comprising Cllr Barnes for Monkston Park, Cllr Maudsley for Kents Hill and Cllr Clark for Monkston).  It was agreed that on the distribution of the development list, the Clerk would co-ordinate with the Councillors whether the planning applications should be requested; if so the plans would be circulated and should a physical meeting be required, the Councillors would advise the Clerk.  The Clerk would then arrange an extra-ordinary meeting to accommodate the planning discussions and a decision making process.  It was agreed that this method of working would now be implemented, and amended as required.
Action:  Clerk to update the ‘responsibility grid’.

	Clerk


	7. Working parties – terms of reference 
The revised terms of reference were presented and agreed. The terms of reference were adopted.


	

	8. Monkston Park Community Centre
The Clerk updated the Councillors as to the information sought from Cheryl Montgomery and McCanns regarding the development of the Monkston Park Community Centre.

It was agreed that the working party of Cllrs Ferrans and Corbett would arrange a discussion with Cheryl Montgomery, expressing the desperate need for the community centre, or other community facility, and requesting information about centre alternatives, implications thereof, and funding.

Action:  Cllrs Ferrans and Corbett to contact Cheryl Montgomery to further the community centre provision discussions.
It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Stephen Gillions (cc Cheryl Montgomery), drawing his attention to the road plan of Plaistow Crescent.  The corners around the periphery of the roundabout section seem to be too tight for turning trucks, and should be maintained in good order before and after adoption by MKC.  This road section really needs assessment as to how it works before it is repaired by McCann and adopted by MKC.

Action:  Clerk to write to Stephen Gillions, cc Cheryl Montgomery.


	Cllrs Ferrans & Corbett

Clerk



	9. Play sessions in summer 2008

The MKPA summer play session report was discussed.  It was agreed that the MKPA does a good job in providing play sessions.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would continue to fund play sessions in the Easter and summer holidays.  It was agreed that, where possible, some sessions should be hosted in Monkston Park from Easter. It was agreed that some activities should be planned for the older age groups at the play sessions.

Action: Clerk to contact the MKPA and give feedback.
The Clerk was requested to contact the Parks Trust to ask for a suitable venue for the play sessions.

The Clerk was requested to contact MKPA to ask for their suggestion for a venue in Monkston Park.

Action:  Clerk to contact the Parks Trust.

Action: Clerk to contact the MKPA.

It was agreed that there may be other organisations that offer play sessions.  Cllr Kalunga to research other such organisation in Milton Keynes.

Action:  Cllr Kalunga to research other organisations in Milton Keynes.

  
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Cllr Kalunga

	10. Quality status

It was agreed to establish a working group to progress the idea of quality status.  The working group comprises the Clerk, Cllrs Corbett, Barnes and Kalunga.  The working group is to research what is involved and required, what the benefits of ‘quality status’ are, and how the Parish Council might work towards this.

Action:  The working group to commence preparation on the Quality Status project.
The Clerk was requested to speak to Clerks who work within a ‘quality status’ Council.

Action: The Clerk to speak to Clerks of ‘quality status’ councils.

	Clerk, Cllrs Corbett, Barnes & Kalunga
Clerk



	11. Project and precept planning for 2009/2010

Salt in freezing conditions.  The Clerk was requested to contact Highways for the provision of salt in the Parish.
Action:  The Clerk to contact Highways regarding salt provision.

The Clerk was requested to include budget for litter bins for the Kents Hill Sports Ground and all play parks in the precept preparations.

Action:  The Clerk to add litter bins to precept preparations.

Bus shelter on V10 Brickhill Street in Monkston Park.  The Clerk was requested to contact MKC and ask whether a bus shelter will be provided as part as the bus stop improvement programme.

Action:  The Clerk to contact MKC and verify whether this will be included.

The Councillors were requested to contact the Clerk with any further suggestions for precept inclusions, in preparation for Monday 26th January meeting.

Action:  Councillors to contact the Clerk with any precept ideas.

The Clerk was asked to project a precept based on what we have been doing this year.  The Clerk to separate ‘projects’ from this and account for these separately.
Action:  The Clerk to prepare precept based on what the Parish Council has been doing in 2008/09.


	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

All Councillors

Clerk

	12. Clerk’s contract of employment 2008/09

Cllr Laws presented the annual appraisal review for the Clerk, as included in the pack and circulated separately.  He also confirmed the revision of number of hours contracted (60 hours per month from 40), progression on to salary scale point 33 on LC2, and the revision of her holiday entitlement for 2009/10.  The Councillors were in full agreement with these measures.  A vote of thanks was recorded for the Clerk’s diligence and performance over the past year.  The Councillors agreed to the changes to the contract of employment for 2008/09, and the contract was duly signed.

The contract for 2009/10 was discussed.  It was proposed and agreed to increase the ‘use of office’ allowance by 5%, and it was suggested that the Clerk’s leave entitlement is reviewed every 6 months.

Action:  Cllr Ferrans to suggest wording for the leave entitlement review to be included in the contract.
Action:  The Clerk to add the 2009/10 contract of employment to the next Parish Council meeting agenda.

The Clerk reported the steps taken, in agreement with the Parish Council, to establish a pension for the Clerk.  The pension direct debit form for the Parish Council contributions was duly signed by two of the signatories.  It was agreed therefore that the Parish Council would make payments in February and March 2009 (for £292.63 and £292.62 respectively) for the Parish Council contributions to the pension for year 2008/09, and a regular payment of £49 would be made from April 2009 to the pension fund.  


	Cllr Ferrans

Clerk

	13. Risk assessment for projects, where appropriate

None identified.
	

	14. Finance

14a.
Appeals for funding
No appeals for funding have been received. 

14b.
Payments

The following payments were made on or after 8th December 2008 to 19th January 2009. 


	


Current Account

	Payee
	Cheque
	Reason
	Powers
	Amount ex VAT
	VAT
	Total

	HM Revenue and customs
	328
	NI and income tax for employment of A Wilmot
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£180.60
	
	£180.60

	Amanda Wilmot
	329
	Salary December (64 hours) and reimbursements
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£868.87
	
	£868.87

	Milton Keynes Council
	330
	Recharge youth workers Q2 2008/09
	LGA1976 s.145
	£1,548.12
	£232.22
	£1,780.34

	AH Contracts
	331
	Bin emptying December 2008
	Litter Act 1983 s 30,72
	£465.44
	£69.82
	£535.26

	Monkston Community Centre
	332
	Room hire 24/11/08 (NAG)
	LGA 1972, s. 133
	£24.00
	
	£24.00

	Total Debit
	
	
	
	
	
	£3,389.07



	HMRC
	
	VAT refund claim
	
	
	
	£3,077.67

	Total Income
	
	
	
	
	
	£3,077.67


Allotment Account

	Payee
	Cheque
	Reason
	Powers
	Amount ex VAT
	VAT
	Total

	Net interest 
	
	December 08
	
	
	
	£0.19

	Net interest 
	
	January 09
	
	
	
	£0.19

	Total Income
	
	
	
	
	
	£0.38

	Anglian Water
	004
	Water charges 4th July to 24th December 2008
	Small holdings and allotments act 1908 s23-33
	£27.10
	
	£27.10

	Total Debit
	
	
	
	
	
	£27.10


Deposit Account

	Payee
	Cheque
	Reason
	Powers
	Amount ex VAT
	VAT
	Total

	Net interest 
	
	December 08
	
	
	
	£12.84

	Net interest 
	
	January 09
	
	
	
	£2.54

	Total Income
	
	
	
	
	
	£15.38


	The payments were agreed and the cheques were duly signed.

14c.
Bank Account Balances



Balance as at 19th January 2009 (Current)



£ 9,356.06   
Balance after proposed payments (CQs 328-332 = total £3,389.07)
£ 5,966.99
Balance as at 19th January 2009 (Allotments)



£ 2,339.96

Balance after proposed payment (CQ 004 = £27.10)


£ 2,312.86

Balance as at 19th January 2009 (Deposit)



£ 37,334.88

Total bank balance (after proposed payments):


£ 45,614.73


	

	15. Correspondence for information.

The Correspondence report was presented.  Item 348.2008 Hostway web tool capabilities. Cllr Ferrans to provide information on how the Parish Council could link the web with a product to be able to set up a distribution list database online.

Action:  Cllr Ferrans to provide information to the Clerk.

Item 364.2008 Communities in control.  The Clerk was requested to provide the electronic links to this consultation document.

Action:  The Clerk to provide electronic link accordingly.

At 10pm it was agreed to continue the meeting to complete the agenda.

NAG minutes.  It was agreed to copy minutes of the NAG meetings to the Parish Councillors.

Action:  The Clerk to add the Parish Councillors to the distribution list for the NAG meeting minutes.

Planning applications and how to handle them.  The Clerk was requested to contact Community Liaison and request training to be provided by the Planning Department on how best to provide feedback on planning applications.

Action:  The Clerk to contact Community Liaison.


	Cllr Ferrans

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	16. Planning

The planning report was presented and reviewed.

	

	17. Councillors’ reports and items for future agendas

Bedgeberry Place.  It was reported that the security has been withdrawn.

	

	18. Dates for the next meetings

The dates for the future Parish Council meetings were agreed as follows:
	


	Date
	Time
	Place
	Meeting

	Monday 26th January 2009
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Precept Planning

	Monday 9th March 2009
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 20th April 2009
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 11th May 2009
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Annual Parish Mtg and Annual Council Mtg


Cllrs Corbett and Bowker offered apologies for the meeting on Monday 26th January 2009.

There being no additional business, the meeting closed at 10.20pm.
4

