MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON MONDAY 8th DECEMBER 2008 
AT THE MONKSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE, MILTON KEYNES.

	
	Action responsibility

	1. Members present and apologies for absence

Members present were Cllrs. Maudsley, Smith, Cockram, Janice Cockram, Kalunga, Clark, Corbett and Ferrans. The Clerk was in attendance. 
Apologies were given and accepted for Cllr Laws.
Colin Bowker and Robert Barnes, Councillor candidates, were in attendance. Ward Councillor Crooks (from 8.10 – 9.45pm) and Ward Councillor Tamagnini-Barbosa (from 7.55 – 9.10pm) were also in attendance. 
There were also four members of the public in attendance.


	

	2. Declaration of interest

Cllr Cockram expressed his interest in the Kents Hill allotments. 

	

	3. Complaints procedure

The complaint lodged by Ms Paula Napier and Mr Dennis Knell was presented.  The NALC complaints procedure was followed according to BALC advice.

The complaint letter had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting, and the complainants summarised their complaint, and gave an overview of the situation.

The Parish Council acknowledged the residents’ feelings that the consultation process in connection with the proposed MUGA for Monkston Park was biased, unfair and misleading to residents.

The Parish Council had been seeking to improve play provision for all age groups over a number of years.  In so doing, the Parish Council was seeking to secure sufficient and appropriate play provision for the Parish area overall.  

It was not the intention of the Parish Council to in any way mislead the residents in the communication regarding the proposed MUGA in Monkston Park.  Quite the contrary, the Parish Council did its best to include the residents and to provide an opportunity to give views and preferences on the proposed MUGA site. 

It is most regrettable that, despite its best intentions, residents felt misled and badly treated.  At no point was this the intention or desire of the Parish Council.  It was agreed that all future projects undertaken by the Parish Council will include and incorporate the ‘learnings’ from the proposed MUGA project.  The Parish Council will continue its endeavours to communicate its work to the residents in the Parish area and involve them in community matters wherever possible.

Ms Napier and Mr Knell accepted this position, and the matter was closed.  The Clerk is required to confirm the Parish Council’s position in writing within 7 working days of the meeting.

Action:  Clerk to confirm the Parish Council’s position, in writing, within 7 working days from the meeting date.


	Clerk

	4. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting on Monday 17th November 2008 were approved and duly signed.
	

	5. Co-option of new Councillor to the Parish Council

It was proposed and agreed that Colin Bowker and Robert Barnes should be co-opted to become Councillors for the Monkston and Monkston Park Ward of the Parish Council.  Robert and Colin were welcomed to the Parish Council. 

Action:  Clerk to communicate the co-option and to provide documentation to MKC.

	Clerk

	6. Progress reports for information
6a. Newsletter delivery services. Cllrs Cockram and Janice Cockram reported that David King was recruited to deliver the newsletter for the Parish Council.  They reported that it was very difficult to decide between the four very strong candidates attending the interviews.
6b. Kents Hill allotments.  Cllr Cockram confirmed that he would find out from Linda Morris whether she has drainage detail on her house deeds.  The Clerk reported that she had collected plans for the Kents Hill allotments that afternoon (Monday 8th December) and she planned to consult the plans to identify further information about the drains. According to the drainage plans, the Clerk will arrange for appropriate action to resolve the flooding problem.
6c. Kents Hill Sports Ground.  The response from MK Council was reviewed following the Parish Council’s complaints, and request for a meeting.  It was agreed that the Parish Council had done everything feasible to ensure that residents’ interests were represented and protected.  MK Council advised that the lease agreement would be signed imminently. 
6d. English Partnerships meeting.  Cllrs Corbett and Smith reported on the meeting held with English Partnerships on 4th December.  The meeting notes had been circulated to the Councillors and were included in the meeting pack.

It was agreed that a meeting with Martin Small, MK Council, (cc. Brian Sandom) should be scheduled to discuss the Monkston Park and Monkston allotments. 
Action: Clerk to request a meeting with Martin Small, MK Council.

The Clerk was also requested to contact Rai Darke of Parks Trust regarding the coppice at the southern end of Monkston Park as well as the pond pump,
Action: Clerk to contact Rai Darke of Parks Trust.

The Clerk was asked to a) contact Cheryl Montgomery regarding the Monkston Park community centre; b) contact McCanns regarding the damage caused by delivery trucks to the roads and roundabouts; c) contact Cheryl Montgomery regarding the allotment-related organisations.

Action:  Clerk to contact organisations as requested.
	Clerk
Clerk

Clerk

Clerk



	7. Parish projects 2008/09 and councillor responsibilities 
The parish projects 2008/09 were reviewed according to the schedule, and it was confirmed that the Council is making progress in all areas of these projects.  

Councillor responsibilities were discussed and Councillors agreed to support a number of projects.  The Clerk was requested to update the responsibility schedule and distribute to the Councillors.

Action:  Clerk to update the responsibility schedule and circulate to Councillors.

Terms of reference for working parties were presented to the Councillors.  A small amendment was suggested.  The Clerk agreed to update the terms of reference and offer them for agreement and adoption at the next meeting.
Action:  Clerk to update the terms of reference and add to the agenda of the next meeting.

Cllr Clark informed the meeting that MK Council has offered to purchase litter bins for the area (via the NAG), if the Parish Council were prepared to service them.  The Councillors agreed that this would be very positive, and that the Clerk should confirm that this would be acceptable to the Parish Council, and the bins would be gratefully received.  Clerk to ask for more detail from MK Council as to type of bin, etc.

Action:  Clerk to contact MK Council regarding the litter bin purchases.
        
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk



	8. Monkston Park Community Centre
The Councillors reported that McCann (developer) is not happy with the revised plans for the Monkston Park community centre.  Plans had already been passed for a community centre, however since the building regulations have been changed, the revised plans would incur significant additional expenditure to that already agreed.
It was suggested that the Clerk should contact English Partnerships to understand how best to move this issue forward with McCann.  There is considerable demand for the facilities from the community, and for the estate to be completed.

Action:  Clerk to contact Cheryl Montgomery and McCann regarding the Monkston Park Community Centre.

MK Council has been unable, to date, to provide a breakdown of financial model to the Parish Council, despite numerous requests.  However, it was agreed that the Clerk should communicate to Community Liaison that the Parish Council would, in principle, be interested in managing the devolved Community Centre in Monkston Park.

Action:  Clerk to contact Community Liaison accordingly.
A related issue was raised – the planning application for an ATM outside the Budgens stores in Monkston Park and Kents Hill.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would actively suggest an ATM inside the shops, and for the need for an external ATM to be reviewed in due course.  Concern was expressed for the traffic and noise disturbance that might be caused by an external ATM facility.

Action:  Clerk to communicate this to the MK Council Planning department.
Action:  Ward Cllr Tamagnini-Barbosa to forward the planning list for these applications.


	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Cllr Tamagnini-Barbosa 



	9. Risk assessment for projects, where appropriate
None identified. 

	

	10. Finance.
10a.  Appeals for funding
There was one appeal for funding from Victim Support.  The Clerk was requested to contact Victim Support to ask for more information.

Action: Clerk to contact Victim Support requesting further information.  
10b.  Payments
	Clerk


The following payments were proposed and agreed for the period 17th November 2008 to 8th December 2008.

Current Account

	Payee
	Cheque
	Reason
	Powers
	Amount ex VAT
	VAT
	Total

	Jenni Ferrans
	323
	Reimbursement of leaflet printing MUGA
	LGA 1972 s.142
	TBC
	
	TBC

	HM Revenue and customs
	324
	NI and income tax for employment of A Wilmot
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£107.76
	
	£107.76

	Amanda Wilmot
	325
	Salary November (52 hours) and reimbursements
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£791.14
	
	£791.14

	SLCC
	326
	Membership 2009
	LGA 1972 s.143
	£133.00
	
	£133.00

	AH Contracts
	327
	Bin emptying November 2008
	Litter Act 1983 s 30,72
	£378.88
	£66.30
	£445.18

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	£1,477.08


	10c. Account balances

Balance as at 8th December 2008 (Current)



£ 7,779.47   
Balance after proposed payments 

(CQs 324-327; CQ319 (£24) = total £1,501.08)



£ 6,278.39
Balance as at 8th December 2008 (Allotments)



£ 2,339.58
Balance as at 8th December 2008 (Deposit)



£ 37,319.50

Total bank balance (after proposed payments):


£ 45,937.47

10d.  
VAT return

The Clerk reported that she has submitted a VAT claim for refund for 2007/08 for £3077.67.

10e.
Security of funds

The Clerk reported that she has contacted BALC for advice on the security of Parish Council funds following the collapse of the Icelandic banks.  The Clerk has ascertained that the Parish Council funds would not be protected under the government ‘insurance’ programme of personal savings, up to the value of £50,000 as the funds would be considered as wholesale deposits.

BALC/NALC currently does not have any guidance on protection of funds.  BALC therefore suggested that the Parish Council funds should be maintained in the Lloyds TSB bank, and the Council should keep a watching brief on the banking situation.   

	

	11. Correspondence for information.

The Correspondence report was presented.
	

	12. Planning
The planning report was presented and reviewed.

	

	13. Correspondence for information.

Cllr Cockram asked about a meeting with Tesco.  The Clerk confirmed that this will take place on Tuesday 20th January 2009 at 10.30.  Cllrs Laws and Cockram will attend, with Lisa Emmanuel from MKC/Safer Communities.

Action:  Cllrs Laws and Cockram to attend the meeting with Tesco on Tuesday 20th January 2009 at 10.30 with Tesco.
At 10pm the Councillors agreed to continue the meeting to complete the agenda items.

Cllr Janice Cockram reported that there were parking obstructions in Kents Hill due to the car park at the school being full and the insufficient parking facilities at the church, during a church based event.  Cllr Janice Cockram to mention this to Cllr Laws for information.

Action:  Cllr Janice Cockram to mention the parking issues to Cllr Laws.

Standing orders.  The Clerk to send the standing orders to Cllrs Bowker and Barnes.

Action:  Clerk to send standing orders to the newly co-opted Councillors.

Oakgrove.  Cllr Ferrans reported that copies of the plans for Oakgrove are now available.  She requested that the Clerk contact the Planning department and request that one of their officers attend the next Parish Council meeting to present the plans.

Action:  Clerk to request a Planning Officer to attend the next Parish Council meeting to present the Oakgrove plans to the Council.

Action:  Clerk to request Cllr Laws to add this to the next newsletter.

Precept projects.  All Councillors were requested to consider items for the next precept (2009/2010) and the advise the Clerk of any suggestions, for budgetary purposes.

Action:  All Councillors to forward any precept suggestions to the Clerk.


	Cllrs Laws and Cockram

Cllr Janice Cockram

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

All Councillors

	14. Dates for the next meetings

The dates for the future Parish Council meetings were confirmed as follows:


	


	Date
	Time
	Place
	Meeting

	Monday 19th January 2009
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 26th January 2009
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Precept Planning

	Monday 9th March 2009
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 20th April 2009
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 11th May 2009
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Annual Parish Mtg and Annual Council Mtg


There being no additional business, the meeting closed at 10.05pm.
3

