MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON MONDAY 17th NOVEMBER 2008 
AT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING, KENTS HILL, MILTON KEYNES.

	
	Action responsibility

	1. Members present and apologies for absence

Members present were Cllrs. Laws, Maudsley, Smith, Cockram, Janice Cockram and Ferrans. The Clerk was in attendance. 
Apologies were given and accepted for Cllrs Kalunga and Clark.

Gwen Corbett, Councillor candidate, was in attendance. Ward Councillor Crooks (from 7.50 to 9.15pm) and Ward Councillor Bint (from 8.15 to 9.45pm) were also in attendance. 
There were also three members of the public in attendance.

The resignation from Diane Dalgarno was presented, and accepted.  The Councillors were very sorry to lose Cllr Dalgarno, and expressed their thanks for her dedication and excellent work conducted on behalf of the Council.  The Clerk was requested to thank Diane, and to advise MKC accordingly.

Action:  Clerk to express thanks to Diane, and to advise MKC that Diane has resigned. 

	Clerk

	2. Declaration of interest

Cllr Cockram expressed his interest in the allotments. 

	

	3. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting on 13th October 2008 were approved and duly signed.

Page one of the minutes of the meeting on 8th September was signed following the amendment of minute point four (on page one), which incorrectly detailed Cllr Graham Clark, as Cllr Graham Smith. 

	

	4. Co-option of new Councillor to the Parish Council

It was proposed and agreed that Gwen Corbett should be co-opted to become a Councillor for the Monkston and Monkston Park Ward of the Parish Council.  Gwen was welcomed to the Parish Council. 

Action:  Clerk to communicate the co-option and to provide documentation to MKC.

	Clerk

	5. Progress reports for information
5a. Litter and community engagement project. The Clerk reported that she had been in touch with Mary Davies regarding the Junior Citizenship programme, and she will discuss this further.

5b. Kents Hill Sports Ground.  It was felt that the communication between MKC and the Parish Council was not benefiting the overall discussion regarding the MK Wanderers’ lease of the Kents Hill Sports Ground.  Therefore, it was agreed that the Clerk should request a meeting with the Legal Department  and Leisure Services to further the discussions.
5c. Hard Court Games Area (MUGA) in Monkston Park.  Ward Councillor Sam Crooks was asked to update the Parish Council on the current situation.  Cllr Crooks reported that the Community Foundation site (site 6) would not be an option for the MUGA.  Therefore the sites in Monkston Park had been discounted.  Cllr Crooks is in contact with Crest Nicholson, developer at Oakgrove, to explore options within the Oakgrove development proposal.  Cllr Crooks suggested that a covenant of usage would be considered for any development to ensure that young people would have access to facilities.  

Cllr Laws confirmed that there is a real need for play provision for teenagers and the Parish Council would like to see this provision implemented.

It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Crest Nicholson and the Broughton and Milton Keynes Village Parish Council to confirm the need for facilities for young people.  

Action:  Clerk to write to Crest Nicholson and Broughton and Milton Keynes Village Parish Council.
Cllr Crooks mentioned that MKC should be very grateful to the Parish Council for the work conducted by the Parish Council in investigating the options for play provision in the area. 

5d. Newsletter delivery services.  Cllrs Cockram and Janice Cockram confirmed that the interviews for newsletter delivery personnel would take place on Wednesday 19th November.  The Clerk was requested to contact Maria at Roundabout Here to find out about rates of pay for deliverers.
Action:  Clerk to contact Maria at Roundabout Here.

5e.  Monkston Park works – English Partnerships meeting.  The Clerk reported that a meeting is being scheduled with English Partnerships (EP), and suggested dates/times are awaited from EP.

Action:  Clerk to confirm meeting.

5f.  Kents Hill allotments – flooding problem.  A flooding problem was reported at the Kents Hill allotment.  The Clerk will be meeting with Maurice Barnes, Landscaping department of MKC, and Cllr Cockram on Tuesday 18th November to discuss action.  The Clerk was requested to put this item on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting on Monday 8th December.

Action:  Clerk to pursue problem to remedy; Clerk to add this item to the next meeting agenda.

	Clerk
Clerk

Cllrs Cockram and J Cockram

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	6. Placement of dog bin, litter bin, notice board and park seat – projects for 2008/09. 
It was agreed that the items in the precept for this financial year should be ordered and installed as follows:

· Notice board to be ordered (like the notice board in Bridlington Crescent) with a steel back plate.  A second back plate to be ordered to replace existing back plate.  Permissions to be sought and notice board to be installed in Kents Hill.

Action:  Clerk to order, seek permissions and arrange for installation.

· Dog bin.  Two green dog bins to be ordered.  One to be placed near Timbold Drive, the other to be placed on the edge of the Ouzel Valley Park.  One to be swapped out with one of the red bins on Parks Trust land.
             Action:  Clerk to order, seek permissions and arrange for installation.

· Litter bins (1 x recycling bin and 2 x existing style bins) to be ordered and placed according to agreed locations.

             Action:  Clerk to order, seek permissions and arrange for installation.  
             Action:  Clerk to check that the recycling bin can be appropriately emptied.

· Park seat to be ordered and sited on the sports field currently without a seat in Kents Hill, next to the MUGA.             
Action:  Clerk to order, seek permissions and arrange for installation.
        
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk 



	7. NALC Freedom of Information model policy
The NALC Freedom of Information model policy was presented, with the appropriate contact devices (and costs associated, where necessary).  The Councillors proposed and agreed to adopt this model policy as the policy for Kents Hill and Monkston Parish Council.
A working party was formed comprising Cllrs Smith and Corbett and the Clerk to identify policies required by the Parish Council and to be developed.

Action:  Cllr Smith, Cllr Corbett and the Clerk to identify additional policies required by the Parish Council and to develop them.

 
	Clerk

Clerk, Cllrs Smith and Corbett

	8. Quality Status
Quality Status was discussed and it was agreed that the Parish Council should look at the tests required for application (ten tests) in order to identify how to develop the Parish Council’s work in preparation for application for Quality Status in the future.  All Councillors to read through the guide published by NALC.

Action:  Clerk to circulate the link to the Quality Status guidance.

Action:  All Cllrs to read through the guidance.

	Clerk

All Cllrs

	9. Community Centre in Monkston Park
The meeting was adjourned to allow all Councillors and members of the public to view the plans for the Monkston Park Community Centre.  

The meeting was reconvened and it was agreed that Cllrs Ferrans and Corbett would meet with English Partnerships to discuss further, and make a number of suggestions to the plans.
Action:  Cllrs Ferrans and Corbett to meet with English Partnerships to discuss the plans.

Action:  Clerk to add this item to the agenda of the next Parish Council meeting.
	Cllrs Ferrans and Corbett
Clerk

	10. Newsletter – electronic distribution

It was discussed and agreed that the iNFACT newsletter, as well as other Parish Council communication material, should be available, where possible, electronically.  It was agreed that residents would be invited to sign up to an information service (provided either through a website tool, or via Outlook).  In this way links to the newsletter and other information could be provided to those residents opting for electronic contact.
Action:  Clerk to investigate use of the website tool to conduct a sign up process, and manage outgoing electronic community mails.

Action:  Clerk/Cllr Laws to investigate publishing the iNFACT newsletter on the website.

Action: Cllr Laws to include this item in the next newsletter.


	Clerk
Clerk/Cllr Laws

Cllr Laws

	11.  Clerk’s salary and pension
The revised NALC/SLCC salary banding was presented to the Councillors and agreed as presented for 2008/09.

Action:  Clerk to revise employment contract accordingly.

It was agreed that the Parish Council would contribute to a personal stakeholder pension, following discussions over the past 12 months. The Buckinghamshire County Council scheme was discounted, and the Council agreed to contribute 5% of the Clerk’s salary (revised on a 6 monthly basis, calculated on the preceding 12 months’ salary payments) to the pension.  It was agreed that the Clerk should be permitted to contribute to the scheme flexibly.  It was agreed that the pension should be backdated with effect of 1st April 2008.

Action:  Clerk to revise employment contract accordingly.

Action: Clerk to meet with independent pension adviser (Nick Discombe of David Williams) to arrange.

Action:  Clerk to ensure that the pension contribution is revised every 6 months, and an agenda item should be added as appropriate.


	Clerk
Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	12. Risk assessment for projects, where appropriate.

It was agreed that a Councillor should be appointed to as the ‘risk assessment expert’ within the Council.  Cllr Maudsley was nominated and this was agreed.  Cllr Maudsley was requested to create a check list of items to be considered.  The Clerk was requested to research training opportunities on risk assessment.

Action:  Cllr Maudsley to create a check list of items to consider for risk assessment.
Action: Clerk to research training opportunities for Cllr Maudsley.

	Cllr Maudsley

Clerk

	13. Finance.
At 10pm the Councillors agreed to continue the meeting to complete the agenda.

13a.  Appeals for funding
There were no appeals for funding.  
13b.  Payments

The Clerk reported that, following the minutes of the last meeting, she contacted Lloyds TSB regarding the government’s savings protection scheme (personal savings of up to £50,000 are protected by the government where held in British banks).  The Clerk reported that according to the FCS, the Parish Council’s funds would not be protected as these are excluded from the programme due to being ‘wholesale deposits’. The Clerk was therefore requested to contact NALC/BALC to ask for advice on safeguarding the funds on behalf of the Parish Council.

Action:  Clerk to contact NALC/BALC for advice on safeguarding Parish Council’s funds.

The Clerk reported that, having checked the budget against spend year to date, the Parish Council had spent 49% of the budget for 2008/09, at 17th November 2008 (58% into the financial year, i.e. 7 months into the 12 month cycle.

The following payments were made on or after 13th October 2008 to 17th November 2008.


	Clerk


Current Account

	Payee
	Cheque
	Reason
	Powers
	Amount ex VAT
	VAT
	Total

	Monkston Community Centre
	319
	Room hire 27/10/08 (NAG)
	LGA 1972, s. 133
	£24.00
	
	£24.00

	AH Contracts
	320
	Bin emptying October 2008
	Litter Act 1983 s 30,72
	£465.32
	£81.43
	£546.75

	Amanda Wilmot
	321
	Salary October (78 hrs), back pay and reimbursements
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£1431.22
	
	£1431.22

	HM Revenue and customs
	322
	NI and income tax for employment of A Wilmot
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£335.37
	
	£335.37

	Transfer to deposit account
	Transfer
	Precept transfer 06/11/08
	
	£22,000.00
	
	£22,000.00

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	£24,337.34


Allotment Account

	Payee
	Date/CQ
	Reason
	For period/

powers
	Amount ex VAT
	VAT
	Total

	Interest October 2008
	10/10/08
	Net interest
	October 2008
	£7.24
	
	£7.24

	Interest November 2008
	10/11/08
	Net interest
	November 2008
	£4.92
	
	£4.92

	Total income
	
	
	
	
	
	£12.16


Deposit Account

	Payee
	Date
	Reason
	For period/

Powers
	Amount ex VAT
	VAT
	Total

	Interest September 2008
	10/10/08
	Net interest
	October 2008
	£
	
	£25.10

	Interest October 2008
	10/11/08
	Net interest
	November 2008
	£
	
	£27.49

	Transfer from current account
	06/11/08
	From current account
	Precept
	£22,000.00
	
	£22,000.00

	Total income
	
	
	
	
	
	£22,052.59


	13c.
Bank Account Balances



Balance as at 17th November 2008 (Current)



£ 10,092.81   
Balance after proposed payments 

(CQs 319-322 totalling £2,337.34)



              £  7,755.47
Balance as at 17th November 2008 (Allotments)



£ 2,339.58
Balance as at 17th November 2008 (Deposit)



£ 37,319.50

Total bank balance (after proposed payments):


£ 47,414.55 

	

	14. Correspondence for information.

The correspondence report was presented and reviewed. 
Item 313.2008 regarding Community Liaison funding opportunities 2009/10.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should make an application to a) improve the play equipment for the Kents Hill park, b) include provision for play equipment at the Monkston Park Community Centre and c) install litter bins in the Parish parks.

Action:  Clerk to contact Community Liaison.

Item 316.2008 dog bin at Monkston Community Centre.  It was agreed that the bin close to the entrance of the community centre, on a slope, should be re-sited.

Action:  Clerk to arrange re-siting of the dog bin.
Item 315.2008 strategic flood risk assessment report.  It was agreed that the Clerk should circulate the website links for this item.

Action:  Clerk to circulate the website links for the strategic flood risk assessment.

	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	15. Planning
The planning report was presented and reviewed.
The Clerk was requested to obtain plans for certificate of lawful use 08/01878/CLUP re: 1 Speldhurst Court, Kents Hill, for review.

Action:  Clerk to obtain certificate application for review. 
	Clerk

	16.  Councillors’ reports and items for future agendas
Cllr Laws reported that previous Clerk, Lois Edwards, had contacted him requesting a reference for her time as Parish Clerk.  The Councillors were in full agreement that Cllr Laws prepare a reference for her. 
	Cllr Laws



	17. Dates for the next meetings

The dates for the future Parish Council meetings were confirmed as follows:


	


	Date
	Time
	Place
	Meeting

	Monday 8th December
	7.30pm
	TBC
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 19th January 2009
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 26th January 2009
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Precept Planning

	Monday 9th March 2009
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 20th April 2009
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 11th May 2009
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Annual Parish Mtg and Annual Council Mtg


There being no additional business, the meeting closed at 10.35pm.
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