MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 28th APRIL 2008 
AT THE MONKSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE, MONKSTON, MILTON KEYNES.

1. Members present and apologies for absence
The Chair Cllr. Laws, welcomed to the meeting members of the Council and the Clerk. Members present were Cllrs. Cockram, Janice Cockram, Dalgarno, Ferrans (until 9pm), Gathani, Holliman, Maudsley and Smith.  Apologies were received from Cllr Bailey.  The reason for the absence was given. It was resolved to note this apology and to accept the reason for absence.   Cllr Dulson did not attend the meeting.
Ward Councillors Crooks, Tamagnini-Barbosa and McPake advised that they would be unable to attend the meeting.

There were no members of the public attending the meeting.
2. Declaration of interest
Cllrs Cockram, Dalgarno, Gathani and Holliman expressed their interest in the allotments item on the agenda.  

Cllrs Ferrans and Gathani expressed their interest in the parking agenda item as they live in Monkston and this is where the parking project focuses.

3. Approval of the minutes of the last meeting
It was agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 10th March 2008 were an accurate account of the meeting and it was proposed and agreed that they should be signed.  The minutes were duly signed as a record of the meeting.

4. Minutes of the last meeting – action points

The Clerk reviewed the action points from the meeting minutes of 10th March 2008.
Allotments:  The Clerk was requested to contact tenants of plots 4, 16 and 18 of the Kents Hill allotments to request that they are tended.

Action:  Clerk to contact allotment holders accordingly.

Allotments.  Cllr Cockram requested that the Clerk email/send by hard copy the minutes of last allotment meeting to all allotment tenants.
Action:  Clerk to distribute minutes of the allotment meeting.
Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG).  The Clerk advised that she had not contacted Thames Valley Police regarding recouping some of the costs attributed to the NAG from the Parish Council.  Cllr Dalgarno reported that there is a NAG meeting for NAG Chairs to attend in May.  She confirmed that she would raise the issue of budgets at this meeting.

Action:  Cllr Dalgarno to raise the issue of budget at the NAG Chairs meeting in May.

Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG).  Future costing of the NAG – Clerk is requested to add this as an agenda point on the agenda of the June Parish Council meeting.

Action:  Clerk to add this as an agenda item on the June Parish Council meeting agenda.
5.  Projects 2007/08 – summary of project status and/or completion
The Clerk presented the summary of projects for 2007/08 and the Councillors accepted the document as a record of the year’s project progress.

6. Projects 2008/09 – outline of projects for the forthcoming year
The Clerk presented the draft project list for 2008/09.  This schedule was agreed by the Councillors and accepted as the basis for project reporting for the 2008/09 financial year.

7. Kents Hill parkland project – project update
One of the suggestions for the Kents Hill parkland project is to cut back the trees and shrubs around the play area to increase visibility.  The Councillors suggested that the residents should be considered carefully before doing this due to the potential increase in noise from the play areas with reduced shrubbery.

Action:  Clerk to contact Maurice Barnes, MKC, with this observation.
8. Play sessions in the Spring break
The Councillors read the report from MKPA regarding the spring break play sessions.

The Councillors discussed the play sessions for the summer holidays and requested the following:

· The Parish Council would go ahead with the play sessions in the summer holidays as per the spring break sessions, i.e. 3 sessions per week in Monkston and 1 session per week in Kents Hill.

· The visibility of these sessions needs to be greatly improved, particularly at the Kents Hill venue.  MKPA to consider this and work to improve visibility of the sessions.

· The promotion of the sessions by the MKPA was disappointing and not relative to the budget component for session promotion.

· An indication of where the children attending the sessions live – if this information is not already available the Councillors would like MKPA to collect this information in future ( to see whether a) the local residents are attending the sessions and b) whether it is the same small number of children attending many of the sessions.

Action:  Clerk to contact Steve Harrison at MKPA and request feedback on these items, as well as scheduling of the summer play sessions.
9. Youth Workers

Decision whether to continue with youth worker team.  The Councillors discussed the work of the Youth Workers and whether it would be in the interests of the Parish to continue employing the Youth Workers.  The Councillors explained that the Youth Workers work in the evening whilst the supervisory team is only available in the day (working hours not well-co-ordinated and ‘joined up’).  It was felt that there had been little tangible output  from the Youth Workers and therefore that they did not deliver good value for money.  It was therefore agreed that the Parish Council would continue the employment of 2 Youth Workers for one evening per week (Wednesday, 3 hours) to continue the Youth Club.

Action:  Clerk to contact Rob Ward and Don Garnham and advise accordingly.

The Councillors requested that the Clerk ask Shenley Brook End Parish Council and West Bletchley Parish Council for their experience of Play Workers/Community Mobilisers (respectively), successes, management demands, etc.
Action:  Clerk to contact Clerks from these Parishes to find out more.

It was suggested that there may be future community projects for which a consultant might be employed to deliver on a project by project basis.

Jonathan’s Project management committee.  It was agreed by the Councillors that it would not be appropriate for the Councillors to join the management committee.  The Clerk advised that she had requested further information about the Jonathan’s Project and its management committee roles and responsibilities; however no response had yet been received from the Youth Worker supervisory team.

Basketball coaching in the spring break.  It was reported that only 6 young people attended the MK Lions basketball coaching sessions at the spring break.  The low attendance levels were attributed to the late organisation of the sessions and therefore the limited promotions opportunity.

10.  Tesco – report on meeting re: litter and trolleys

Cllr Laws reported that he had attended a positive meeting with various members of management from Tesco, and that they would now meet on a quarterly basis.  Tesco expressed their interest in providing litter bins for the Parish (particularly on the routes from Kingston into the Parish), and that they would speak to other businesses at the Kingston Centre to potentially also provide sponsored litter bins.  Tesco stated that Servicing of any potential litter bins would not be provided by Tesco.  Tesco advised Cllr Laws that trolley collection would become a priority and collection would be ensured.
Cllr Cockram offered to attend the quarterly Tesco meetings with Cllr Laws in future.

11. Clerk’s employment and pension

A pension fund for the Clerk was discussed by the Councillors.  The Councillors requested the pension schedules (to accompany the information provided by Buckinghamshire County Council) as they felt there was insufficient information to make a decision on this topic.  It was expressed that the local government fund was far too expensive for consideration, and one Councillor expressed an objection to paying for this pension scheme.  It was asked whether the proposed local government pension scheme could be backdated, and, if so, how far. 

Action: Clerk to request the pension schedules from the Buckinghamshire County Council, and to ask whether this local government scheme could be backdated.  
The Councillors suggested that information about alternative pension schemes is sought for comparison purposes.  Cllr Holliman offered to do this.

Action:  Cllr Holliman to seek information about alternative pension scheme for comparison.
12. End of the financial year statement and audit procedures
The Clerk informed the Councillors about the audit process and that the un-audited accounts would be presented at the meeting scheduled for 12th May 2008.  The Clerk presented the budget summary for the financial year 2007/08 as at 31st March 2008, as follows:
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Budget Spend Year To Date (YTD) at 31.03.08

Budget 

07/08

Actual spend 

YTD 

YTD to 

Budget Notes

Clerks' salary

7,969.00        9,703.07            122%

Office expenses

250.00           266.62               107%

Mileage and telephone expenses

444.00           589.42               133%

General admin

1,087.00        1,526.83            140%

Clerk salary and administration        9,750.00           12,085.94  124%

Room hire

300.00           358.00               119%

Newsletter publishing and delivery

4,000.00        3,129.07            78%

Website costs

275.00           245.46               89%

Councillor training

200.00           179.50               90%

Dog bins and litter bins emptying

3,850.00        4,838.65            126%

 Due to 14% increase in costs for 2007 

Memberships

725.00           1,330.63            184%

 BALC membership 2007 and 2008 paid in this financial 

year 

Insurance

615.00           650.15               106%

Auditor services

200.00           285.00               143%

Allotments 

800.00           226.95               28%

Precept leaflet printing

335.00           504.00               150%

 Costs for 2007/8 and 2008/9 billed in this financial year 

Fixed costs 11,300.00      11,747.41          104%

Play sessions

8,500.00        8,953.20            105%

Youth workers

10,500.00      11,479.26          109%

Youth worker projects

2,000.00        -                     0%

Streetcare - new dog bins

700.00           299.00               43%

Streetcare - Notice boards

750.00          

Clerk training

1,000.00        195.00               20%

Grants

2,500.00        675.00               27%

Projects 25,950.00      21,601.46          83%

Total 47,000.00      45,434.81          97%

All YTD and forecast totals are excluding VAT.


The Councillors requested that the Clerk contact the internal auditor, Chris Davies, to ask if he would be prepared to provide the internal audit services to the Parish Council this year.

Action:  Clerk to contact Chris Davies requesting his internal audit services.
13. Financial statements and appeals for funding 
13a.
Appeals for funding

One appeal received from Milton Keynes ADHD for funds to support the group.  Request for £2000 (as per West Bletchley’s grant).  The Clerk was requested to contact the organisation and ask them to complete the grant funding application form on the Parish Council website.

Action:  Clerk to request the organisation complete the Parish Council’s grant funding application form. 
13b(i).
Payments

The following payments were made on or after 10th March to 31st March 2008 (financial year 2007/08).
	Transaction type
	Payee
	Cheque
	Reason
	Powers
	Amount ex VAT
	VAT
	Total

	Debit
	AH Contracts
	275
	Bin emptying March 2008
	Litter Act 1983 s 30,72
	391.00
	68.43
	£459.43

	Debit
	Mouchel Business Services Limited
	276
	Precept leaflet printing
	LGA 1972 s.142
	244.00
	42.7
	£286.70

	Debit
	Milton Keynes Council
	277
	Conference dinner 2007 for PL, JF and AW
	LGA 1972, s.111
	85.50
	
	£85.50

	Debit
	Milton Keynes Council
	278
	Youth Worker recharge Oct07-Mar08
	LGA1976 s.145
	4707.47
	823.81
	£5,531.28

	Debit
	Amanda Wilmot
	279
	Salary and overtime March 2008; reimbursements mileage, tel, stationery
	LGA 1972 s.112
	979.76
	
	£979.76

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	
	£7342.67

	Credit
	Deposit Account Interest (Mar)
	
	 
	 
	
	
	£35.08

	Credit
	Allotment account interest (Mar)
	
	 
	 
	
	
	£3.72

	Credit
	Allotment account credits
	
	Allotment rent (Sutherland)
	
	
	
	£15.00

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	
	£53.80


The Councillors approved the payments above and the cheques were duly signed.
13c(i).
Account Balances



Balance as at 31st March 2008 (Current)




£ 8,175.89   
Balance as at 31st March 2008 (Deposit)




£ 15,045.66

Balance as at 31st March 2008 (Allotments)



£  2,150.74
Total bank balance: 






£ 25,372.29

It was noted that the cheque signatories (Cllrs Laws and Maudsley) agreed to transfer £5,000 from the deposit account to the current account to honour the cheques for year ending 31st March 2008.  This was agreed and accepted by all of the Councillors.

13b(ii)
Payments
 The following payments were made on or after 1st April to 28th April 2008.
	Transaction type
	Payee
	Cheque
	Reason
	Powers
	Amount ex VAT
	VAT
	Total

	Debit
	AH Contracts
	280
	Bin emptying April 08
	Litter Act 1983 s 30,72
	£363.52
	£63.62
	£427.14

	Debit
	Milton Keynes Play Association
	281
	Play sessions - spring break 2008
	LGA 1972, s.145
	£2,310.40
	
	£2,310.40

	Debit
	HM Revenue and Customs
	282
	Income tax and NI contributions April 08
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£113.09
	
	£113.09

	Debit
	Amanda Wilmot
	283
	Salary April + overtime; mileage and reimbursements
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£740.18
	
	£740.18

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	
	£3,590.81

	Credit
	Deposit Account Interest (Apr)
	
	
	
	
	
	£29.93

	Credit
	Precept 2008/09 (50%)
	
	
	
	
	
	£29,990.00

	Credit
	Allotment account interest (Apr)
	
	
	
	
	
	£4.03



	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	
	£30,023.96


It was agreed by the Councillors that these payments should be made and the cheques were duly signed.

13c(ii)
Bank statements

Balance as at 28th April 2008 (Current)




£ 34,772.34
Balance as at 28th April 2008 (Deposit)




£ 10,075.59

Balance as at 28th April 2008 (Allotments)



£  2,154.77
Total bank balance: 






£ 47,002.70

The current account balance, after payments CQs 280-283

£ 31,181.53

It was proposed and agreed by the Councillors that £20,000 (predominantly the 50% precept payment) is transferred from the current account to the deposit account.

Action:  Clerk to arrange transfer of funds.

14. Correspondence received and correspondence sent

The Clerk reported on correspondence received and sent.

15. Planning
The Clerk presented the planning applications received.  The following information relates to period 11th March 2008 to 28th April 2008. 

a) Planning notices and decisions

	Application number
	Planning for 
	Date received
	Status

	N/A
	Street Trading Consent for Bitez Kebab, trading at Kents Hill First School Car Park – trading hours revised to 17.00 to 23.00 Monday to Saturday
	07/04/08
	Consent granted

	07/01574/FUL
	Appeal announcement against refusal for erection of two bed end of terrace dwelling at 65 Ulverscroft, Monkston, Milton Keynes
	21/04/08
	Appeal start date 15/04/08

	08/00285/ADV
	Advertisement consent for one internally illuminated double sided projecting sign at Marks and Spencer, Winchester Circle, Kingston
	21/04/08
	Consent granted

	08/00176/FUL
	Erection of part single storey, part two storey rear extension at 26 Blanchland Circle
	10/04/08
	Permission granted

	08/00244/FUL
	Erection of a 1.90 metre high fence (retrospective) at 8 Islington Crescent, Monkston Park
	10/04/08
	Permission granted

	08/00338/FUL
	Single storey rear extension at 54 Eridge Green, Kents Hill
	10/04/08
	Permission granted

	08/00024/FUL
	Two storey front extension, first floor side extension and part two storey part single storey rear extension at 48 Eridge Green, Kents Hill
	21/04/08
	Permission granted


b) Planning applications and Parish Council responses (where appropriate)

Received 14/03/08 for w/c 03/03/08


08/00365/FUL
Type:
Full 
TWO STOREY REAR EXTENSION, LOFT 

Application
CONVERSION INCLUDING INCREASING ROOF

HEIGHT AND INSERTION OF ROOFLIGHTS

Kents Hill & 
Valid:
03/03/2008
At:
11 Little Dunmow Monkston 

Monkston Parish 

Council

Team:
South
For:
Miss S West

Received 29/03/08 for w/c 17/03/08


08/00493/FUL
Type:
Full 
REAR CONSERVATORY 

Application
(RESUBMISSION OF 07/01270/FUL)

Kents Hill & 
Valid:
20/03/2008
At:
83 Crowborough Lane Kents Hill 

Monkston Parish 
MK7 6JN

Council

Team:
South
For:
Donald Grant
It was agreed at 10.00pm that the meeting would be continued to complete the agenda.

16. Councillors’ reports
Cllr Gathani reported that the Parish Council is waiting for feedback from MKC regarding the parking project.
Cllr Dalgarno reported that there is no news on the Monkston Park play areas.
17. Next meetings

Informal meeting to discuss how the Parish Council works.  The Clerk was requested to propose further dates (into June/July) for the Parish Council to meeting informally.

Action:  Clerk to propose further dates for the informal meeting.
	Date
	Time
	Place
	Meeting

	Monday 12th May 2008
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Council Meeting

	Monday 23rd June 2008
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 28th July 2008
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 8th September 2008
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 13th October 2008
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 17th November 2008
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting


Cllr Holliman gave apologies for the meeting on 23rd June 2008.

Cllr Smith advised that she would be away for a month from 17th May 2008.

There being no additional business, the meeting closed at 10.08pm.
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