MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 10th MARCH 2008 
AT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING, KENTS HILL, MILTON KEYNES.

1. Members present and apologies for absence
The Vice-Chair Cllr. Maudsley, welcomed to the meeting members of the Council and the Clerk. Members present were Cllrs. Cockram, Janice Cockram, Dalgarno, Ferrans and Gathani.  Apologies were received from Cllrs  Bailey, Holliman, Laws, and Smith.  The reason for each of the absences was given. It was resolved to note these apologies and to accept the reasons for absence.   Cllr Dulson did not attend the meeting.
Also in attendance were Ward Cllr Sam Crooks, Claire Hutley (MKC), Kevin Whiteside (MKC), Julie McPheat (TVP). Ward Cllrs Butler-Ellis, Tamagnini-Barbosa and McPake advised that they would be unable to attend.  Two members of the public attended the majority of the meeting.
2. Declaration of interest
Cllrs Cockram, Dalgarno and Gathani expressed their interest in the allotments item on the agenda.  

Cllrs Ferrans and Gathani expressed their interest in the parking agenda item as they live in Monkston and this is where the parking project focuses.

3. Guest speakers – Parking
Claire Hutley and Kevin Whiteside attended the meeting from MKC and Julie McPheat from TVP to discuss and report on the parking projects in the parish.
Claire Hutley reported that a number of actions are being taken to improve parking style in Monkston and to discourage parking on grass verges.  These include:

a. Bollards at the top of Kilwinning.

b. Data collection of parking between 6-7am and 7-8am.  Vehicle damage to verges noted and photographs taken of offending cars.

c. Data collection of volume of traffic and the speed of traffic in the area.

d. Posts are to be installed in Easby Grove as there are services running very close to the surface of the verge, and cars continue to park on these verges.

e. Completed letter drop.  The results of this will be tested w/c 10/03/08 to measure change in parking positions.

f. Letters have been sent to residents in Kilwinning Drive to explain why the bollards have been installed.

g. Signs are to be installed to encourage  responsible parking attitudes.

Cllr Ferrans asked Kevin Whiteside whether the project conducted by the Continuous Improvement Team will look at parking solutions as well as improving the current parking practice.  Kevin Whiteside responded that the issues experienced by the parish are community issues but transport solutions could help.  A pilot parking management area, to include a blend of solutions, could be trialled in the parish.  He suggested that one could expect a higher level of enforcement within this pilot.  Measures could include a traffic regulation order, advice, engagement and education.  He suggested that additional parking could potentially be designed subject to funding.  
Kevin Whiteside suggested that the Parish Council would need to identify the exact parking problems, and then to decide whether the possible solutions would be better than the problem.
Cllr Gathani suggested that the preparation work should be done in conjunction with the Parish Council.  

Action:  Cllrs Ferrans and Gathani will contact Kevin Whiteside, Claire Hutley and Julie McPheat to discuss a pilot parking management area project.
4. Approval of the minutes of the last meeting and action points
It was agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 14th January 2008 were an accurate account of the meeting and it was proposed and agreed that they should be signed.  The minutes were duly signed as a record of the meeting.

The Clerk reviewed the action points from the meeting minutes of 7th and 14th January 2008.  She reported that all of the actions listed from the minutes of the last meeting had been completed. 
5.  Projects 2007/08 

a) MKPA – play sessions in April.  The Clerk reported that the play sessions in April have been confirmed.  The Clerk has asked Steve Harrison for the promotions to date, and will assist MKPA where appropriate.

Action:  Clerk to assist MKPA in promoting the April play sessions.

b) Monkston Park play parks. There was concern voiced that the plans have still not been received from Steve Crowther. Cllr Dalgarno offered to contact the Head Teacher of St Bernadette’s and Cllr Ferrans agreed to chase Steve Crowther at MKC.

Action:  Cllr Dalgarno to communicate with the Head Teacher at St Bernadette’s school and Cllr Ferrans to chase Steve Crowther regarding the Monkston Park MUGA plans.

c)  Monkston Park – retail units.  The Councillors expressed concern about the delivery lorries to the new Budgens store in Monkston Park.  They asked to see the plans for access to retail units from English Partnerships.
Action:  Clerk to contact English Partnerships (Tim Marshall and Ed Warrick) requesting a copy of the plans, copying Kevin Whiteside and Sam Crooks.

d) Allotments – update on Kents Hill, Monkston and Monkston Park. The Clerk updated the Councillors on the status with the allotments in Kents Hill.  The Clerk reported that two plots (16 and 4) have been terminated and two new tenants appointed.  T&C acceptance pack issued - await signed documents and fees.  Contractor to cut back grass on plots 13 and 16 for new tenants.  Invoices for all tenants issued for period 01/04/08 to 31/03/09.  Waiting list = 9.
Cllr Cockram reported that an allotment meeting has taken place and minutes have been produced.  Cllr Cockram will contact Maurice Barnes at MKC to ask him to assist with the ditch behind the allotments.  Cllr Cockram updated the Councillors on the actions taken.

Action:  Cllr Cockram to contact Maurice Barnes at MKC to ask for assistance with the ditch behind the allotments. 

Monkston allotments.  Status on 19/02/08 was that Lovell is awaiting a further quotation for work (sub-contracted project); will confirm asap. Meanwhile AW has written to Lovell MD.  Response is that issue referred to London office for investigation - confirmation received that Lovell will honour the work outstanding, and requested verification of what work is expected by Lovell.  Waiting list = 41.
Action:  Clerk to contact Phill McCourt and Stephen Gillions at MKC to ask for their advice on Lovell’s request.  Clerk to then respond to Lovell;  Clerk to send a holding letter in the meantime.
Monkston Park allotments.  A number of contacts have been made and regular discussions have taken place.  Allotments - work to commence by landscaping contractor from April.  Funding secured for work.  Await updated status from Ed.  Waiting list = 36.
e) Kents Hill Sports Field and Pavilion.  The Clerk reported that numerous contacts made to Leisure Services to ensure the Parish Council’s requirements are included in the lease with MK Wanderers.  Response from Leisure Services on 20/02/08 explaining that progress has been slow on the negotiations.  Will provide the Clerk with a monthly update on this subject.  Two tournaments booked for 7-8 June (MK City) and 14-15 June (MK Wanderers). 
f) Neighbourhood Action Group.  The Clerk reported that the second meeting took place on Monday 25th February, and the next meeting is on 31/03/08.  Tackling first priority issue of litter, broken glass and trolleys.  The Clerk will add the minutes on to the Parish Council’s website to share information.

g) Zig zag lines near schools – update on MKC project.  The Clerk reported that she has forwarded the Council’s feedback on the zig zag line survey, and that she has received confirmation of the Traffic Management Act for parking contravention penalties has been introduced to the Kents Hill First School area.  Other schools to be included in subsequent phases.
6. Parking Project in Monkston
Agenda point addressed under agenda point 3 – guest speaker to update on the parking project in Monkston.

7. Youth workers

a) Quarterly report.  The Clerk presented the quarterly report from the Youth Workers.  The Clerk also presented the letter sent to Peter Laws regarding current Youth Worker projects, and the request for Youth Club management committee members.  This was discussed, and the Councillors suggested that parents of the young people should be approached for the management committee positions.  Cllr Ferrans suggested that she will chase potential volunteers.

Action:  Cllr Ferrans to chase potential volunteers for the Youth Club management committee.
The Councillors asked for information from the Youth Worker supervisory team on numbers of young people attending the youth club and where they are from (which areas).

Action:  Clerk to obtain information from the Youth Worker supervisory team.

b) Jonathan’s Project management committee.  The Clerk confirmed that a request was made by the Youth Service in 2007 for members of the Jonathan’s Project management committee.  The Councillors requested for more information on the role and what the management committee is responsible for before commitments can be made.
Action:  Clerk to request information on the Jonathan’s Project management committee’s responsibilities and the role of the committee members.

Action:  Clerk to add this item to the next meeting’s agenda. 
c) Status update – youth worker supervisor.  The Clerk reported that Emma Hosking has moved within Youth Services, and the new Youth Worker supervisor, Abdul, has been appointed.

Cllr Ferrans asked whether the Youth Workers are responsible for young people aged 13-19, as she had understood the age range defined by the Parish Council was 9-13.

Action:  Clerk to verify this and give feedback to the Councillors.
8. Clerk’s pension – deferred to next meeting

Action:  Clerk to obtain complete schedules for this discussion at the next Parish Council meeting. 
9. Regulatory Committee – Parish Assembly

The Councillors asked the Clerk to request a report from the Thames Valley Police for incidents of drinking in the Drinking Control Area. 

Action:  Clerk to request a report from the Thames Valley Police for incidents of drinking in the Drinking Control Area.
10. Parish Council structure and processes – request for an informal meeting

The Clerk asked the Councillors whether they would be willing to meet on at an informal meeting to discuss how the Parish Council works and how to allocate responsibilities.  The Councillors were in full agreement and the Clerk was requested to find a suitable date for the meeting.  Early May was suggested.
Action:  Clerk to co-ordinate an informal meeting for the Councillors. 
11. Financial statements and appeals for funding 
11a.
Appeals for funding

None received.

11b.
Payments

The following payments were made on or after 14th January to 10th March 2008.
	Transaction type
	Payee
	Cheque
	Reason
	Powers
	Amount ex VAT
	VAT
	Total

	Debit
	Amanda Wilmot
	261
	Salary, overtime and reimbursements January 2008
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£1110.65
	
	£1110.65

	Debit
	Monkston Community Centre
	262
	Hire charges 3rd December
	LGA 1972, s.133
	£24.00
	
	£24.00

	Debit
	Anglian Water
	263
	Allotment site water charges
	Small holdings and allotments act 1908 s23-33
	£155.43
	
	£155.43

	Debit
	SLCC
	264
	Clerks Manual Updates 2007
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£17.00
	
	£17.00

	Debit
	AH Contracts
	265
	Bin emptying Jan 08
	Litter Act 1983 s 30,72
	£378.46
	£66.23
	£444.69

	Debit
	Dor-2-Dor
	266
	Distribution of newsletter Feb 08
	LGA 1972 s.142
	£418.86
	
	£418.86

	Debit
	Laser Printing Solutions
	267
	Printing of newsletter Feb 08
	LGA 1972 s.142
	£504.00
	
	£504.00

	Debit
	BALC
	268
	Memberships 2008/09
	LGA 1972 s.143
	£632.02
	
	£632.02

	Debit
	Amanda Wilmot
	269
	Salary, use of office, mileage/tel and reimbursements Feb 08
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£1,000.88
	
	£1,000.88

	Debit
	AH Contracts
	270
	Bin emptying Feb 08
	Litter Act 1983 s 30,72
	£350.96
	£61.42
	£412.38

	Debit
	SLCC
	271
	Clerks' manual 2007/8
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£50.95
	
	£50.95

	Debit
	Hostway
	272
	Hosting fees 2008
	LGA 1972 s.142
	£245.46
	
	£245.46

	Debit
	Monkston Community Centre
	273
	Room hire PC 14/01/08
	LGA 1972, s.133
	£24.00
	
	£24.00

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	
	£5,040.32

	Credit
	Deposit Account Interest (Jan)
	
	 
	 
	
	
	£64.79

	Credit
	Allotment account interest (Jan)
	
	 
	 
	
	
	£4.21

	Credit
	Allotment account credits
	
	Allotment rent Oct 07 to Mar 08 - 2 plots
	
	
	
	£15.00

	Credit
	Deposit Account Interest (Feb)
	
	
	
	
	
	£40.71

	Credit
	Allotment account interest (Feb)
	
	
	
	
	
	£ 4.29

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	
	£129.00


It was agreed that the payments should be made as presented and the cheques were duly signed by two signatories accordingly.

In addition to the payments above the following payment was requested and agreed:
	Debit
	Ray Cockram
	274
	Allotment maintenance and repair – Kents Hill -  reimbursement
	Small holdings and allotments act 1908 s23-33
	£43.00
	
	£43.00


The Clerk reported that the introduction of the Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) and the transfer of allotments to the Parish Council have increased the Clerk’s work, and therefore salary levels.  The Councillors asked the Clerk to contact Thames Valley Police to reclaim some support costs (Clerk’s salary) from the NAG budget.

Action:  Clerk to contact Thames Valley Police to request reclaiming of some support costs (Clerk’s salary) from the NAG budget.
11c.
Account Balances



Balance as at 29th February 2008 (Current)



£ 5,456.56   
Balance as at 29th February 2008 (Deposit)



£ 20,010.58

Balance as at 29th February 2008 (Allotments)



£  2,132.02
Total bank balance: 






£ 27,599.16

Current account balance includes cheques up to and including 265;  therefore balance after proposed debits (cheques 266 to 273 = £3288.55) is £ 2,168.01. The payment of cheque 274 will bring the current account balance to £2,125.01.
It was recommended and agreed to transfer £5,000 from the deposit account to the current account to ensure working funds availability.
Action:  Clerk to arrange transfer of funds.

11d. Financial reserves 
The Clerk reported that following a request by the councillors to check recommended levels of financial reserves, the following response was received from Irene Thompson, County Executive Officer, BALC:

‘It's entirely up to the council what it does with reserves, and a specific policy re: how to spend them might tie a future council to a particular course of action, which is undesirable. As long as 'excessive' reserves are explainable to the external auditor (e.g. a note that certain funds are ring fenced for various projects), then this is all that is required. Obviously an amount should be set aside for emergency purposes’.
11e.  Precept budget 2008/09
The Clerk confirmed that the precept budget as requested from MK Council was £20 per household (£1.66 per month) was as follows:
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Newsletter  

Website 
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Projects 

Play sessions 

Youth workers 

Youth projects 

NAG room hire 

NAG newsletter 
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New dog bin 

Notice board 

New seat 

New litter bins 

Clerk training 

Grants 

Sub-total 

Total budget   


At 10.00pm the Councillors agreed to continue the meeting to complete the agenda.

12. Correspondence received and correspondence sent

The Clerk reported on correspondence received and sent.

13. Planning
The Clerk presented the planning applications received.  The following information relates to period 7th January to 10th March 2008. 
	Application number
	Planning for 
	Date received
	Status

	07/02016/FUL
	Two storey side extension at 20 Bridlington Crescent, Monkston
	19/01/08
	Granted

	07/01896/FUL
	Erection of a 1.95 metre high fence at 8 Islington Grove, Monkston Park
	19/01/08
	Refused

	07/01574/FUL
	Erection of two bed end of terrace dwelling at 65 Ulverscroft, Monkston
	19/01/08
	Refused

	08/00035/FUL
	New shop front including feature gable to allow subdivision of one retail unit into two retail units at Mothercare World, Kingston
	29/02/08
	Granted

	07/02097/FUL
	Change of use from existing office space (use class B1) to temporary public library at Community Centre (room 12) Kingston
	06/02/08
	Granted


Planning Applications Received
Date received 16/01/08 for 07/01/08

08/00035/FUL
Type:
Full 
SUBDIVISION OF ONE RETAIL UNIT INTO 

Application
TWO RETAIL UNITS INCORPORATING 

INSTALLATION OF NEW SHOP FRONT (AUTO

BI-PARTING DOORS)

Kents Hill & 
Valid:
11/01/2008
At:
Mothercare World 37 Winchester Circle 

Monkston Parish 
Kingston MK10 0BA

Council

Team:
South
For:
Tesco BL Holdings Ltd
Date received 08/02/08 for 28/01/08


08/00176/FUL
Type:
Full 
ERECTION OF PART SINGLE STOREY, PART 

Application
TWO STOREY REAR EXTENSION

Kents Hill & 
Valid:
30/01/2008
At:
26 Blanchland Circle Monkston 

Monkston Parish  

Council

Team:
South
For:
Mr And Mrs Chaturvedi
Date received 20/02/08 for 11/02/08


08/00244/FUL
Type:
Full 
ERECTION OF A 1.90 METRE HIGH FENCE 

Application
(RETROSPECTIVE) (RESUBMISSION OF 

07/01896/FUL)

Kents Hill & 
Valid:
11/02/2008
At:
8 Islington Grove Monkston Park

Monkston Parish 
 

Council

Team:
South
For:
Mrs Burns
Date received 29/02/08 for 18/02/08


08/00285/ADV
Type:
Advert 
ADVERTISEMENT CONSENT FOR ONE 

Application
INTERNALLY ILLUMINATED DOUBLE SIDED 

PROJECTING SIGN

Kents Hill & 
Valid:
18/02/2008
At:
Marks And Spencers Winchester Circle 

Monkston Parish 
Kingston MK10 0BA 

Council

Team:
South
For:
Marks And Spencer

Date received 06/03/08 for 25/02/08


08/00338/FUL
Type:
Full 
SINGLE STOREY REAR EXTENSION 

Application
(RESUBMISSION: 07/01883/FUL)

Kents Hill & 
Valid:
26/02/2008
At:
54 Eridge Green Kents Hill 

Monkston Parish 
MK7 6JE

Council

Team:
South
For:
Mr & Mrs Buckmaster
14. Councillors’ reports
None. 

15. Next meetings

	Date
	Time
	Place
	Meeting

	Monday 28th April 2008
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 12th May 2008
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	AGM and Parish Meeting

	Monday 23rd June 2008
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 28th July 2008
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 8th September 2008
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 13th October 2008
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 17th November 2008
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting


There being no additional business, the meeting closed at 10.25pm.
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