MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 19th NOVEMBER 2007 
AT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING, KENTS HILL, MILTON KEYNES.

1. Members present and apologies for absence
The Chairman, Cllr. Laws, welcomed to the meeting members of the Council and the Clerk. Members present were Cllrs. Bailey, Cockram, Janice Cockram, Dalgarno, Gathani and Smith.  Apologies were received from Cllrs Dulson, Ferrans and Maudsley.  The reason for each of the absences was given. It was resolved to note these apologies and to accept the reasons for absence.   
Also in attendance were Ward Cllr John Bint and Cllr Sam Crooks.  Graham Clark, Parish Councillor candidate, Steve Harrison, from the MKPA, Deborah Cooper, Learning Skills Manager, MKC and Eric Wright, MKC, were guests invited to the meeting and were also in attendance. 
Apologies from Ward Councillors were received from Cllr Tamagnini-Barbosa and Cllr McPake.  Cllr Crookes was in attendance from 9.15pm and left the meeting at approx 9.45pm.  

2. Declaration of interest
Cllrs Gathani, Dalgarno and Cockram expressed their interest in the allotments item on the agenda.  Cllr Gathani expressed an interest in the parking item on the agenda.  
The meeting was adjourned.

3. Public Open Session
Cllr Laws invited the guests to present in this part of the meeting.

4. Guest Speakers

Steve Harrison from MKPA distributed reports reviewing the play sessions conducted in the summer.  He confirmed that they were very positive family days and attracted up to 60 children and up to 50 parents at the Monkston venue.  The refreshments purchased via the Tesco Community vouchers were well received by those attending the sessions.
Deborah Cooper, Learning Skills Manager from MKC, presented a paper on the new library to be opened in Kingston, filling the ‘gap’ on the Eastern Flank.  Initially there will be a room in the Kingston Centre to open in March 2008.  Thereafter it is planned that a newly developed building will house a larger library.
Deborah suggested that there will be events at the library in the summer.  Events will be co-ordinated with the parish council.

The meeting was reconvened at 8.15pm.

5. Approval of the minutes of the last meeting

It was then agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 1st October 2007 were an accurate account of the meeting and it was proposed and agreed that they should be signed.  The minutes were duly signed as a record of the meeting.

6. Minutes of the last meeting – action points
The Clerk reviewed the action points on the minutes and reported that all of the actions listed from the minutes of the last meeting (1st October) and those of the meeting held on 10th September were now completed. 
7.  Projects 2007/08 

a) Dog bin installations:  Clerk confirmed that the dog bins have now been installed as requested.

Litter bin.  The Clerk requested a suggested site for the remaining (third) litter bin purchased in 2006/7.  It was suggested and agreed that this litter bin should be located near the underpass under the V11 (at the end of Wymondham).

Action:  Clerk to arrange installation with AH Contracts.
b) Youth worker update: Cllr Laws reported that at the last youth worker meeting went well and that all items requested at the last meeting (1st October) have been agreed with the youth worker team.  The minutes of the youth worker meeting have been distributed to all Councillors.

c) Allotments – status update:  The Clerk gave an update on the Kents Hill allotments.  The one vacant plot has been allocated to a resident (first of the waiting list).  The Clerk will update the terms and conditions of tenancy and will confirm plot allocation with resident.  The Clerk is still following up with Lovell for the Monkston allotment site and with English Partnerships for the Monkston Park allotment site.  The Clerk reported that the invoices were sent to all allotment holders for the period 1st October 2007 to 31st March 2008.  Cheques are coming in and should be paid by end November 2007.  The Clerk confirmed that the £2000 suggested for transfer from the current account to the current allotment subaccount has been transferred to the subaccount.
Action:  Clerk to update terms and conditions of tenancy and to confirm plot allocation.

Cllr Cockram asked the Clerk to find out to whom the hedge along the edge of the allotment site in Kents Hill belongs (for maintenance purposes).

Action:  Clerk to find out to whom the allotment hedge (Kents Hill) belongs.

Cllr Cockram reported that the allotment tenants have requested manure for the site.  Cllr Laws requested that the Clerk writes to English Partnerships to confirm preparations of the Monkston Park site to avoid a ‘rabbit problem’ and to avoid flooding.

Action:  Clerk to contact English Partnership requesting preparations to avoid a rabbit problem and to avoid flooding on the Monkston Park site.
d) Parking in Blanchland Circle:  Cllr Crooks requested permission to utilise the questionnaire devised by Cllr Gathani for a wider Monkston/Monkston Park survey.  The Clerk reported that MK Council is working on parking options in Monkston and Cllr Crooks confirmed that these actions are to be in partnership with Thames Valley Police and the parish council.  The Clerk will maintain contact with Claire Hutley, MK Council, and will keep the Councillors updated.
8. Standing Orders, risk assessment and financial regulations – review

The Councillors unanimously agreed that they had reviewed the draft document comprising the updated standing orders, risk assessment and financial regulations (as circulated at the meeting on 1st October) and they had no changes to make.  It was resolved that the updated documents are adopted by the parish council.

9. Co-option of a Parish Councillor

Graham Clark, candidate for Parish Councillor, introduced himself and spoke about his experience working with Hanslope Parish Council.  Mr Clark then left the meeting.
It was agreed that a small committee of Parish Councillors would meet with the candidates separately and interview them accordingly, to select one candidate for co-option to the Council.

Action:  Clerk to arrange a selection committee comprising Cllrs Maudsley, Ferrans, Janice Cockram and Dalgarno.
10. Parking issues

Discussed under agenda point 7d).
11. Eastern Flank library

Discussed under agenda point 4 (guest speakers).
12. Play sessions – review and plans for 2008

Following Steve Harrison’s presentation of the summer play session report, it was agreed that play sessions should be added to the agenda of the meeting 7th January 2008.

Action:  Clerk to add play sessions to the meeting agenda for 7th January 2008.
13. Neighbourhood Action Group – nomination of parish council representative
It was discussed that representatives from the parish council may represent the whole parish council at the Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) meetings.  After some discussion it was agreed that the parish council will be the driving force of the NAG, and will need to be fully engaged in the NAG to ensure a co-ordinated approach and a positive NAG.  The next meeting for NAG is Monday 10th December at 7pm.  Venue to be confirmed.

Action:  Councillors invited to attend the next NAG meeting on Monday 10th December at 7pm.
14. Financial Statements and Appeals for funding

a) Appeals for funding

There was one appeal for funding from the Milton Keynes Community Mediation Service.  The grant was requested for training and support of the volunteer mediation officers.  It was agreed by the parish council that the requested grant should be made to the value of £525.  This amount was added to the payment list for cheque signature.
b) Payments

The following payments were made on or after 1st October 2007 and before 19th November.
	Transaction type
	Payee
	Cheque
	Reason
	Powers
	Amount ex VAT
	VAT
	Total

	Debit
	Monkston Community Centre and Pavilion Ltd
	244
	Hire charges for small hall on 12/10/07
	LGA 1972, s.133
	£16.00
	
	£16.00

	Debit
	AH Contracts
	245
	Installation of dog bins; Dog bin and litter bin emptying service October 2007
	Litter Act 1983 s 30,72
	£471.20
	£82.46
	£553.66

	Debit
	Dor-2-Dor Letterboxing Clever
	246
	Assembly and distribution of Autumn newsletter
	LGA 1972 s.142
	£414.31
	
	£414.31

	Debit
	Laser Printing Solutions
	247
	Printing of newsletter Autumn 2007
	LGA 1972 s.142
	£630.00
	
	£630.00

	Debit
	Amanda Wilmot
	248
	Salary 40 hours + overtime; use of office, mileage; reimbursement stamps, stationary supplies, telephone calls, annual leave payment of 2 days
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£1,237.11
	
	£1,237.11

	Debit
	Amanda Wilmot
	249
	Back pay 01/04/07-31/10/07 - increase of hourly pay as per NALC/SLCC agreement on Clerks' pay
	LGA 1972 s.113
	£118.88
	
	£118.88

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	
	£2,969.96

	Credit
	Deposit Account Interest
	
	Net Credit Interest (Oct)
	
	£37.00
	
	£37.00

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	
	£37.00


The agreed grant payment to Milton Keynes Community Mediation Service was duly added to the list of payments and cheque 250 was written in preparation.  The Councillors agreed that all proposed payments should be made as presented and the cheques, and cheque stubs, were duly signed.
It was raised that the payment to Dor-2-Dor should be paid, however the Clerk was requested to add the delivery date of the newsletter (to each area) to the Dor-2-Dor invoice.  Cllr Smith and Cockram did not receive the newsletter.  The Clerk to request to make a complaint to Dor-2-Dor.

Action:  Clerk to make complaint to Dor-2-Dor about undelivered newsletters, and to request that the delivery date of the newsletter (to each area) is added to the Dor-2-Dor invoice.
c) Bank statements

Balance as at 31st October 2007 (Current)



£ 4,923.61  
Balance as at 31st October (Current – allotment subaccount)

£ 2,000.00

Balance as at 31st October 2007 (Deposit)



£34,753.90
Total bank balance: 






£41,677.51

Current account balance after cheque payments (above)


£1,953.65

15. Correspondence received and correspondence sent

Bedgeberry Place.  It was requested that the Clerk follow up with English Partnerships asking for more information on the progress made with Bedgeberry Place.
Action:  Clerk to follow up with English Partnerships regarding Bedgeberry Place. 
16. Planning 

The following planning report was presented for the period 1st October 2007 to 19th November 2007.
	Application number
	Planning for 
	Status
	Date received

	07/01479/FUL
	Installation of further windows to front elevation and roof lights to roof, creation of 6 new parking spaces at Nimbus House, Maidstone Road, Kingston, MK
	Permission granted
	05/11/07

	07/01558/FUL
	Installation of full height glazing to ground floor of front elevation at NHBC c/o Diverse Interior Architecture Ltd, London
	Permission granted
	05/11/07

	07/01347/FUL
	Installation of three large freestanding satellite dishes at Satellite Information Services, 1 Whitehall Avenue, Kingston, MK
	Permission granted
	15/10/07

	07/01508/FUL
	Two storey side extension at 26 Wymondham, Monkston, MK
	Permission granted
	15/10/07


Planning Applications Received

Date received: 26/09/07 for w/c 10/09/07

  07/01574/FUL           Type:      Full                   ERECTION OF TWO BED END OF TERRACE 
                                               Application       DWELLING
  Kents Hill &              Valid:     11/09/2007        At:     65 Ulverscroft Monkston 
  Monkston Parish                                                      MK10 9DD
  Council
                                 Team:     South               For:   Gree Johnson07/01574/FUL

* Objection lodged with MKC.
Date received: 11/10/07 for w/c 01/10/07

07/01711/FUL
Type:
Full 
ERECTION OF TEMPORARY DECKED CAR 

Application
PARK

Kents Hill & 
Valid:
02/10/2007
At:
Kingston Extra Tesco Store 1 

Monkston Parish 
Winchester Circle Kingston

Council
MK10 0AH 

Team:
South
For:
Tesco Stores Ltd

* Objection lodged with MKC.

Date received: 17/10/07 for w/c 08/10/07

07/01436/FUL
Type:
Full 
INSTALLATION OF REPLACEMENT 

Application
RECYCLING FACILITIES

Kents Hill & 
Valid:
08/10/2007
At:
Tesco Stores Ltd Winchester Circle 

Monkston Parish 
Kingston MK10 0BA

Council

Team:
South
For:
Tesco Stores Limited
Date received: 25/10/07 for w/c 15/10/07


07/01751/FUL
Type:
Full 
ERECTION OF A REFRIGERATED STORAGE 

Application
UNIT FOR A TEMPORARY PERIOD BETWEEN

1ST NOVEMBER AND 31 JANUARY EACH 

YEAR

Kents Hill & 
Valid:
19/10/2007
At:
Marks & Spencer Kingston Park Unit 36 

Monkston Parish 
Winchester Circle Kingston 

Council
MK10 0BA

Team:
South
For:
Marks & Spencer PLC

07/01847/FUL
Type:
Full 
ERECTION OF A REAR CONSERVATORY

Application

Kents Hill & 
Valid:
19/10/2007
At:
23 St Helen's Grove Monkston 

Monkston Parish 
MK10 9FG

Council

Team:
South
For:
Mr & Mrs Bandara
Date received:  02/11/07 for w/c 22/10/07


07/01883/FUL
Type:
Full 
TWO STOREY REAR EXTENSION AND 

Application
CONSERVATORY

Kents Hill & 
Valid:
25/10/2007
At:
54 Eridge Green Kents Hill

Monkston Parish 
MK7 6JE

Council

Team:
South
For:
Mr Mark Buckmaster
The Clerk reported that she has chased Planning at MK Council regarding the Tesco application 07/01711.  The Clerk reported that revised plans had been received regarding the Ulverscroft application 07/01574.  The Clerk was requested to forward the larger scale plans (when received) to Cllr Smith for review.

Action:  Clerk to forward the Ulverscroft planning application 07/01574 to Cllr Smith when received in the larger format.

Action:  Cllr Smith to review the planning application once received.
17. Councillors’ reports
Cllr Laws requested that all Councillors forward any ideas for the precept 2008/9 to the Clerk in good time for the next meeting.  This will allow the Clerk to compile a proposed precept and to include costings of any additional items for consideration.
Action:  All Councillors to forward any precept suggestions to the Clerk for costing in good time for the next meeting.
18. Next meetings

At 10.00pm it was agreed that the agenda should be completed.
	Date
	Time
	Place
	Meeting

	Monday 7th January 2008
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 14th January 2008
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Precept Planning Meeting

	Monday 3rd March 2008
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 28th April 2008
	7.30pm
	TBC
	

	Monday 12th May 2008
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	AGM and Parish Meeting

	Monday 23rd June 2008
	7.30pm
	TBC
	

	Monday 28th July 2008
	7.30pm
	TBC
	

	Monday 8th September 2008
	7.30pm
	TBC
	

	Monday 13th October 2008
	7.30pm
	TBC
	

	Monday 17th November 2008
	7.30pm
	TBC
	


The meetings in April, June, July, September, October and November 2008 were proposed and agreed by the Councillors.

The Clerk to confirm venues for the additional meetings proposed (currently TBC).

Action:  Clerk to confirm venues for the additional 2008 meetings.
Apologies for future meetings:

	Cllr Gathani
	7th January 2008

	Cllrs Cockram and Janice Cockram
	7th January and 14th January 2008

	Cllr Smith
	14th January 2008

	Cllr Laws
	3rd March 2008 


There being no additional business, the meeting closed at 10.10pm.
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