MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 1st OCTOBER 2007 
AT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING, KENTS HILL, MILTON KEYNES.

1. Members present and apologies for absence
The Chairman, Cllr. Laws, welcomed to the meeting members of the Council and the Clerk. Members present were Cllrs. Cockram, Janice Cockram, Dalgarno, Ferrans, Gathani and Smith.  Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Bailey, Dulson and Maudsley.  
Also in attendance was the youth worker team, comprising Emma Hosking, Charles Elad and Julie Cummings. 

Apologies from Ward Councillors were received from Cllr Tamagnini-Barbosa, Cllr McPake.  Cllr Crookes was in attendance from 9.15pm and left the meeting at approx 9.45pm.  

2. Declaration of interest
Cllr Gathani expressed her interest in any items concerning the parking in Blanchland Circle as this is where she lives, and the allotments as she has her name on the waiting list.
Cllr Dalgarno expressed her interest in the allotments item as she has her name on the waiting list and the Monkston Park play parks.
Cllr Cockram expressed his interest in the allotments as he has an allotment in Kents Hill.

3. Public Open Session

There were not any members of public at the meeting.   

Cllr Laws suggested that Ward Cllr Crooks would be coming to the meeting later and would like to ask the Parish Council about a potential opportunity to explore parking options.  The Councillors unanimously agreed that this discussion should be permitted.

4. Guest Speakers – Youth Workers

Emma Hosking responded to requests from the Parish Council as to the youth work in other areas of Milton Keynes by providing insight into some initiatives across the Borough.  She reported that there have been a number of youth worker initiatives, working with the young people, where funding has been awarded.  She reported that there would be a basketball court developed in Stony Stratford, and £50,000 has been awarded from various funds.  New Bradwell Abbey has been successful in securing £10,000 for a project using wasteland in the area.  This has been match funded by the youth service.  In Bradville there was a healthy Heelands programme through the summer holidays which involved a multi-agency approach in arranging sporting and recreational activities for young people.  Approx. 50 young people attended each session.  This carried a cost of approx £2,000 for two weeks based on a similar programme of daily activities for young people in care.
She continued that a youth shelter is proposed for Bradville and Wolverton and this is already in place in Greenleys and Fuller Slade.  A street art project was conducted in Wolverton before the summer and a new youth worker is being recruited in New Bradville Abbey.  

Emma Hosking continued that she has had a meeting at Oakgrove School to find out about projects in the area.  Cllr Laws confirmed that he would be keen to find a link with schools for a summer activity programme for the young people, similar to that arranged at Walton High (Monster Play).  Cllr Janice Cockram suggested that activities could be planned for the land in Kents Hill which is used for allotment parking.  
Charles Elad reported that he has conducted outreach work with young people, getting to know the geographical and the young people’s needs.  He reported that the youth club is being re-established and it is hoped that this will open after half term in October.  The young people have applied for £1500 from the Youth Opportunities Fund and they await feedback.  He reported that the young people are planned to make an application to the Royal Mail’s ‘Carers’ programme – the funding would help the youth club get off the ground.  Charles confirmed that he would explore opportunities to work with organisations such as MK Dons and MK Lions, and would suggest these routes to the young people.  Charles hastened to mention that many of the suggestions put forward by the young people are very expensive.
Cllr Smith suggested that the ideal situation for a youth club would be to have a club building dedicated for young people’s use.

Cllr Laws stated that the Parish Council would like to see activities for young people in the holidays, providing events or facilitated activities in the summer holiday and spring holiday periods.  He stressed he believed that this would be very well-received and funds would be available.
Action:  Youth worker team to explore ideas and propose to Parish Council these plans and how this will work.  Potentially use the spring holidays as a pilot. Youth worker team to liaise with the MKPA.

Cllr Dalgarno asked how many young people come to the youth club from Monkston Park.  Charles responded that a number of the names and addresses on the youth club database are for young people from Monkston Park.

Cllr Janice Cockram stressed the importance of communicating to young people in Kents Hill that they are welcome at the youth club meetings in Monkston.  Cllr Ferrans suggested that the youth worker team work through the schools to publicise the youth club as the young people will mainly attend these schools.

Julie Cummings reported that the youth club hopes to see drop in sessions as well as more structured themed evenings such as cooking, crafts, etc.  The youth workers are hoping to hear from volunteers with specific skills willing to help with specific sessions.
Cllr Dalgarno suggested working with the Open University to find reciprocal events and resources.  She mentioned that the young people may be able to borrow DVDs from the film society, and potentially could help the OU with projects.

Action:  Youth workers to explore these avenues to find out what is on offer and how these links could be optimised.

Emma Hosking reported that they have looked at the Kents Hill Pavilion as a potential meeting venue for young people however prefers to concentrate on getting the youth club up and running first of all.  She suggested, however, that the Pavilion could be a venue for other activities such as short programmes (6-8 weeks) of dance or such activities. She stressed the importance of encouraging volunteers to help with the youth club on Wednesday evenings initially.

Cllr Janice Cockram stated that there are a number of young people near to the Kents Hill shop.  Cllr Dalgarno mentioned that she is aware of a thesis being written looking at the future needs of children in Milton Keynes.  She suggested that MK Council would be able to utilise the findings.  Cllr Ferrans suggested conducting a survey in the two local secondary schools to see what they would like to do.  Charles responded that they surveyed 250 young people to gather information on what they would be interested in doing.  The responses, names and addresses are all on a database.

Cllr Ferrans suggested use of the Energiser Bus.  Emma Hosking confirmed that she would look into this as a way of launching the youth club.

Action:  Emma Hosking to look into using the Energiser Bus to kick-start the youth club.

Cllr Laws confirmed that the Parish Council understands that youth work is a difficult and challenging field.  He went on to say that the Parish Council is keen to get activities under way and work closely with the youth workers.  Cllr Ferrans expressed an interest in exploring community projects.  Emma Hosking responded that they are looking at one day community actions, and the youth service has a strong link with Millennium Volunteers.  Emma stated that she would maintain contact in this area.
Action:  Emma Hosking to maintain contact with Millennium Volunteers and community action groups.

Julie Cummings suggested that there may be groups of young people who may be interested in such volunteer initiatives.  Cllr Janice Cockram suggested the scouting leaders or Duke of Edinburgh teams.  Emma Hosking mentioned that she would raise some of these points at the Eastern Flank Inter-agency meeting (next meeting on 11th October).

Action:  Emma Hosking to raise some of these points at the Easter Flank Inter-agency meeting to attract volunteers for the youth club through networking.

5. Approval of the minutes of the last meeting

Cllr Gathani mentioned that the minute point 7 in the minutes (which reported that there is a resident at 117 Blanchland Circle who may be interested in being co-opted as a Councillor) was incorrect.  She stated that the resident lives at 171 Blanchland Circle.  The Clerk was requested to amend the minutes accordingly.

It was then agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 10th September 2007 are an accurate account of the meeting and it was proposed and agreed that they should be signed.  The minutes were duly signed as a record of the meeting.

6. Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting

The Clerk reviewed the action points on the minutes and reported that a few of the actions are still to be completed by the Councillors and the Clerk.  These will be reported at next meeting.

Action:  Clerk to report at next meeting whether the actions from the meeting on 10th September have been completed.

7.  Projects 2006/07 

a) Dog bin installations:  Clerk confirmed that she has maps of suggested locations for dog bins and will validate these with Cllr Bailey for Monkston Park.

b) Allotments:  Cllr Cockram stated that he has not yet had the opportunity to hold a meeting for allotment holders but would hold this meeting on Monday 8th October.
Action:  Cllr Cockram to hold a meeting for allotment holders on Monday 8th October at the Church of Christ the King in Kents Hill.

The Clerk reported the current status of the allotments. She reported that an inspection of allotments was conducted on Wednesday 26th September with Cllr Cockram.  A few of the allotment plots have not been tended.  Clerk to write to allotment holders and confirm their intention to tend the allotments for 2007/08.  

Action:  Clerk to write to the allotment holders to confirm their intention to tend their plots in 2008.

The Clerk reported that the allotment financial year currently runs October – October.  Therefore it is now time to issue invoices for the next period.  She recommended that she should write to allotment holders and invoice allotment tenancy for October 2007 – March 2008.  Thereafter, she suggested that the tenants should be invoiced April 2008 – April 2009 to comply with the financial year of the Parish Council.  This was agreed by the Councillors.
Action:  Clerk to arrange for invoicing of the allotments October 2007-March 2008 and thereafter April 2008- April 2009.

The Clerk presented the current cost of an allotment pole (£2.36 per pole) and asked whether the Parish Council would like to continue charging at this rate.  The Clerk presented the prices charged by other Parish Councils in the Milton Keynes area, as collated by the Clerk Forum.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would charge £2.50 per pole representing an inflationary increase.  It was furthermore agreed that over 60s would receive a concessionary discount of 25%.  It was agreed that all new tenants would be charged a £10 joining fee, £5 of which would be returnable at the end of the tenancy with return of the key.
Action:  Clerk to invoice the allotment tenants for 6 months (October 2007-March 2008) at the newly agreed rates (and expressed in metric terms to comply with Trading Standards’ advice).

Allotments bank account.  The Clerk reported that she has arranged with Lloyds Tsb that a sub-account for allotments could be set up.  This would be a sub-account of the current account and would allow straight-forward accounting of all debits and credits due to allotments.  The Councillors were in full agreement to set up this account.  The signatories for the account duly signed the bank form to confirm this decision.
Action:  Clerk to set up sub-account for the allotment debits and credits.

c) Youth Workers:  Please see minute point 4.  Cllr Ferrans summarised the Parish Council actions be stating that the Parish Council would continue with the youth workers.  The Councillors agreed that they would like to see a quarterly report from the youth workers.

Action:  Clerk to request a quarterly written report from the youth workers to be presented to the Parish Council. 

Cllr Laws reported that the next meeting with the youth workers will take place on Tuesday 9th October at 7.30pm at the Church of Christ the King in Kents Hill.  All Councillors would be welcome to attend.
d)  Newsletter:  Cllr Laws confirmed that the next edition of InFact was in production.

e) Lovell/MK Council – landscape adoptions/Monkston allotments:  The Clerk reported that she has contacted Martin Pettet at Lovell and Steve Crowther at MK Council repeatedly to request a status update.  She will continue to pursue.

Action:  Clerk to contact Martin Pettet at Lovell and Steve Crowther at MK Council for a status update on the Monkston landscape adoptions and the Monkston allotments.

f) Neighbourhood Action Group:  Cllr Laws reported that the next meeting is scheduled for Friday 12th October at 6.30pm at the Monkston Community Centre (small hall).  All Councillors wishing to attend or potentially chair the meetings should come along.
Action:  Councillors wishing to attend the Neighbourhood Action Group are welcome to attend the next meeting on Friday 12th October at 6.30pm at the Monkston Community Centre.
g) Monkston Park play areas: Cllr Ferrans mentioned that the final report has been sent from MK Council to English Partnerships.  The Clerk was requested to obtain a copy of this report for circulation.  The Clerk is to request involvement in the next steps of the process.

Action: Clerk to obtain a copy of this report and circulate it to the Councillors for information, as well as to request involvement in the next steps of the process.
8. Standing Orders, risk assessment and financial regulations – review

The Clerk presented a document to the Councillors which incorporated the standing orders and risk assessment measures employed by the Parish Council as well as the ‘best practise’ offered by the SLCC.  This included the added section of ‘financial regulations’.  Cllr Laws requested that all Councillors review the document and forward any comments and/or suggested amendments to the Clerk in good time for collation before the next meeting.

Action:  All Councillors to review the document and send comments/suggested amendments to the Clerk.

Action: Clerk to forward the documents to the Councillors unable to attend the meeting.

9. Financial Statements and Appeals for funding

9a.
Appeals for funding

There were no appeals for funding.

9b.
Payments

The following payments were made on or after 10th September to 1st October 2007.
	Transaction type
	Payee
	Cheque
	Reason
	Powers
	Amount ex VAT
	VAT
	Total

	Debit
	AH Contracts 
	241
	Bin emptying Sept 2007
	Litter Act 1983 s 30,72
	305.84
	53.52
	£359.36

	Debit
	UHY Hacker Young
	242
	Audit services to the completion of the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2007
	LGA s.111
	£285.00
	£49.88
	£334.88

	Debit
	Amanda Wilmot
	243
	Salary Sept £475.08; overtime £192.60; reimbursements £154.51; mileage £40.50; use of office £20.83
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£883.52
	£0.00
	£883.52

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	
	£1,577.76

	Credit
	Deposit Account Interest
	
	Net Credit Interest (Sept)
	
	
	
	£38.97

	Credit
	BACS transfer
	
	Milton Keynes Council - second (50%) payment of Parish Precept
	
	
	
	£21,250.00

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	
	£21,288.97


The Councillors agreed that the payments should be made as presented and the cheques, and cheque stubs, were duly signed.
9c.
Account Balances



Balance as at 30th September 2007 (Current)



£ 26,538.37 
Balance as at 30th September 2007 (Deposit)



£ 16,716.90
Total bank balance: 






£ 43,255.27

Current account balance after cheque payments (above + CQ238)
£ 24,923.61

The Clerk proposed to the Councillors to transfer £18,000 to the deposit account from the current account.  Furthermore the Clerk proposed to transfer £2,000 to the allotment sub-account from the current account. This was agreed by the Councillors.

Action:  Clerk to transfer Parish Council monies as proposed and agreed.
3.  Public Open Session continued

Ward Cllr Crooks was invited to address the Parish Council by Cllr Laws.  Cllr Crooks put forward the formal proposal to the Parish Council that he initiate a tripartite project between Thames Valley Police, MK Council and the Parish Council to address parking in Monkston.  This would involve working with the Blanchland Circle parking survey findings, as well as walking around the area at certain times of the day to ascertain the parking situation and the parking needs.  The Councillors were in full agreement with this proposal and suggested that Cllr Gathani and Cllr Smith would be able to act on behalf of the Parish Council to support this initiative.  They agreed that this shows a positive, progressive step to addressing the parking problems and the co-operative approach between MK Council, Thames Valley Police and the Parish Council would be ideal in managing the issues from the bottom up.
Action:  Cllr Crooks to commence initiative by formally writing to the Clerk for a copy of the Blanchland Circle parking survey findings as a starting point.

10.  Correspondence received and correspondence sent

84.  Skate Park and BMX Park.  This is to be proposed to the youth workers at the next meeting on 9th October 2007 at 7.30pm.
Action:  Clerk/Cllr Laws to propose this idea to the youth workers at the review meeting on 9th October 2007.
124.  MK Wanderers meeting with Parish Council.  Clerk reported that she is awaiting suggested dates from Andrew Manners (Vice-Chair).
Action:  Clerk to co-ordinate meeting between Parish Council and MK Wanderers.

5.  Conference Dinner 2007 – 16th November 2007.  Cllr Laws asked the Councillors to notify the Clerk if they are keen to attend.  Cost is to be borne by the Parish Council.
Action: Councillors to notify the Clerk if they are keen to attend the Conference Dinner.

8.  Parking in Lamberhurst Grove.  Cllr Cockram reported that he has spoken with the resident who is parking close to the raised tables and, in turn, is causing visibility difficulties in this area.

Action:  Clerk to ask the PCSO to review the situation.

10. Parish Boundary Review.  Cllr Laws presented a letter from June Allen at MK Council inviting the Parish Council to attend a meeting to discuss the potential Parish Boundary Review.  The meeting is proposed for Thursday 18th October at 6.30pm at the Church of Christ the King.  Cllrs Laws, Cockram and Janice Cockram expressed their intention to attend.

Action:  Councillors wishing to attend the Parish Boundary Review meeting on Thursday 18th October at 6.30pm to come along.
At 10pm Cllr Laws asked the Councillors whether they would be prepared to continue the meeting to complete the agenda.  The Councillors were in full agreement to continue the meeting to complete the agenda.
11. Planning 

The following planning report was presented for the period 10th September to 1st October 2007.
	Application number
	Planning for 
	Status
	Date received

	07/01252/FUL
	Single storey rear extension and part first floor, part two storey side extension at 11 Pondgate, Kents Hill, MK7 6DP
	Refuse permission
	22/09/07

	07/01270/FUL
	First floor side extension over garage and single storey rear and side extensions
	Permit
	22/09/07


There has been an application for planning in Ulverscroft for a two storey dwelling.  Cllr Gathani presented the plans having collected these from MK Council.  The Councillors agreed that Cllrs Gathani and Smith should review the plans and to contact MK Council on behalf of the Parish Council if deemed appropriate.
Action: Cllrs Gathani and Smith to review the plans and contact MK Council on behalf of the Parish Council, if appropriate.
12. Councillors’ reports
Cllr Gathani reported that having attended the Emergency Planning meeting, an email was circulated to gather information regarding recent floods and their impact in the Parish area.  The Councillors reported that there was no previous data to report regarding flooding of the area.

Cllr Cockram reported that gardens have recently been landscaped on the corner of Tunbridge Grove opposite the Wadhurst Lane turning, and the clay soil is now piled high on the grass verge.  The Clerk was asked to report this.

Action:  Clerk to report this.

13. Next meetings

It was agreed that a meeting cycle of every six weeks (with the exception of required seasonal meetings e.g. precept planning, AGM, etc) would be beneficial.  Therefore the next planned meeting of Monday 3rd December was changed to Monday 19th November at 7.30pm.  The meeting date of 3rd December is now cancelled.
	Date
	Time
	Place
	Meeting

	Monday 19th November 2007
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 3rd December 2007
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Meeting CANCELLED

	Monday 7th January 2008
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 14th January 2008
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Precept Planning Meeting

	Monday 3rd March 2008
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 12th May 2008
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	AGM

Parish Meeting


Apologies for future meetings:
	Cllr Gathani
	7th January 2008

	Cllr Ferrans
	19th November 2007


There being no additional business, the meeting closed at 10.30pm.
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