MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 2nd JULY 2007 
AT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING, KENTS HILL, MILTON KEYNES.

1. Members present and apologies for absence
The Chairman, Cllr. Laws, welcomed to the meeting members of the Council and the Clerk. Members present were Cllrs. Dalgarno, Gathani, Maudsley and Smith.  Cllr Ferrans joined the meeting at 8.45pm.  
Apologies received and accepted from Cllrs Bailey, Cockram, J Cockram and Dulson.  Apologies were also received from Cllr Ferrans, who advised that she would be late to arrive at the meeting.
Cllr J Bint was in attendance, leaving the meeting at 9.45pm.  Cllr S Crooks arrived at the meeting 9.45pm. 
2. Declaration of interest
Cllr Gathani expressed her interest in any items concerning the parking in Blanchland Circle as this is where she lives, and the allotments as she has her name on the waiting list.
Cllr Dalgarno expressed her interest in the allotments item as she has her name on the waiting list.

3. Public Open Session

Linda Morris attended the meeting. 

Cllr Bint asked the Council for opinions on the grid roads and parking issues.  Cllr Maudsley advised that he raised the issue of grid roads at the Parishes Assembly, and the Assembly voted 22-0 against a reduction in status (from grid road) of the A5130. 
Cllr Bint reported that the Ward and Parish boundaries are mis-matched, and he has a number of Parish Council meetings to attend.  He confirmed that if there is anything specific that the Parish Council would require his support he would make every effort to attend the meeting.

Cllr Laws asked Cllr Bint if he knew what would happen beyond the boundary of Kingston. Cllr Bint commented that this area to be developed is in keeping with the current Parish, and therefore may be retained in the Kents Hill and Monkston Parish.  He also suggested that a new Parish could be established.
As Linda Morris attended the meeting as a resident and member of the public primarily interested in the allotments.  The agenda point 10 (allotments) was therefore discussed at this point in the meeting.

The Councillors discussed that action needs to be taken to advise residents that the Parish Council is now responsible for the allotments.  The proposed meeting with Linda Morris and allotment holders to be arranged by Cllr Cockram has not yet taken place.  
It was proposed and agreed by the Councillors that the Parish Council would appoint Linda Morris as the Kents Hill Allotments Committee Representative.  Linda would therefore be the liaison point between the allotments and the Parish Council, and would be empowered by the Parish Council to make contact with the allotment holders and move the situation forward.  Linda Morris to call a meeting of allotment holders to discuss how to move forward.

Action:  Clerk to write to allotment holders to advise that the Parish Council is now responsible for the allotments.

Action: Clerk to advise Linda Morris of telephone numbers of allotment holders to be able to contact them and to call a meeting.

Action:  Linda Morris to draw up an agenda for the allotment holder meeting and to forward to the Clerk.

Action:  Clerk to forward any suggested agenda points to Linda Morris.

Linda Morris reported that there is a hole by the water trough at the allotments and the hard-standing has not yet been sprayed this year.  She confirmed that these issues were present before the Parish Council took responsibility for the allotments i.e. before 1st April 2007.

Action:  Clerk to contact MK Council (Edward Smith) and request that these issues are resolved by MK Council.

Cllr Laws updated the Councillors on the status of the allotments in Monkston.  Cllr Laws reported that there was a bond paid by Lovells to MK Council, and this may be payable to the Parish Council.  It was suggested that the statutory interest rate published by the government for such purposes should be used for any interest rate calculations.
Action:  Clerk to arrange meeting between Parish Council, Lovells and MK Council (Steve Crowther) to discuss further.

The Clerk reported that the waiting lists are currently growing, with 17 individuals detailed on the Monkston Park waiting list and 11 on the Monkston waiting list.
4. Approval of the minutes of the last meeting

Cllr Smith proposed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 4th June 2007 are an accurate account of the meeting and proposed that they should be signed.  Cllr Gathani seconded this and the minutes were duly signed as a record of the meeting.

5. Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting

The Clerk reviewed the action points on the minutes and reported that her actions had been completed.

6.  Projects 2006/07 

Cllr Laws reviewed the latest ‘work in progress’ report highlighting the developments in each of the project areas.

Project 6.  Clerk’s training.  The Clerk reported that the initial step towards becoming an established Clerk is the ‘Working with your council’ course offered by the SLCC.  This costs £195 and is payable by invoice.  The Clerk reported that this is home study and would be completed at the Clerk’s pace.  The Council is agreement that the Clerk should register for this course and the payment was approved.

Action:  Clerk to register for the ‘Working with your council’ course offered by the SLCC.

Project 7.  Newsletter.  Cllr Laws suggested that the next edition would be early October and is to include an update on the establishment of a NAG.  Cllr Dalgarno offered to compile the newsletter as this is her area of expertise.

Action: Cllr Dalgarno to compile the newsletter in October.

Project 9.  Landscape adoption.  Cllr Dalgarno raised the issue of lamp posts in Monkston Park either badly sited or not working.  Cllr Maudsley urged Cllr Dalgarno to complain about these to the developers.
Action:  Cllr Dalgarno to lodge complaints regarding lamp posts in Monkston Park and to pursue.

Project 12.  Kents Hill Sports Ground.  The Councillors reported that the last two tournaments did not accord to the agreements signed with MK Council, in so far as the restricted timings were not respected, the levels of noise and litter were excessive and the use of Parks Trust land for parking (should be contained within the playing field area and is likely to damage the land).
Cllr Maudsley reported that the MK Wanderers stated on their website that this is the largest tournament in MK, and this was outside of the agreements made with MK Council.  Cllr Maudsley will send the agreement through to the Clerk.  The Councillors requested that the Clerk write to MK Council and raise areas of concern with Jonathan Lee of MK Council.

Action:  Cllr Maudsley to send the agreement through to the Clerk.

Action:  Clerk to write to Jonathan Lee at MK Council to raise complaints regarding the adherence to the agreement.

7. Neighbourhood Action Group
The Neighbourhood Action Group public meetings to be held on 9th and 12th July in Monkston and Kents Hill respectively were discussed.  The Clerk was requested to collect the questionnaires from the Councillors and to forward these to Lisa Emmanuel for compilation. Cllr Ferrans stated that there are a number of issues stated on the completed questionnaires delivered to her home that are probably not items for the focus of the NAG, but are, nonetheless, very important to resolve.  The Clerk was therefore requested to ensure with Lisa Emmanuel that the questionnaires can be returned to the Clerk or copied so that none of these items is lost.
Action:  Clerk to confirm the final arrangements of the NAG with Lisa Emmanuel and to ensure that copies of the questionnaires are sent to the Clerk or the questionnaires are returned to the Clerk once information is collected.

8. Monkston Play Park Area – approval of costs of Play Facilities
Cllr Ferrans reported that the Harlesden play area will be revised.  David Wilson Homes has received tenders for the modifications and suppliers are being sought.  Work planned for September.

Cllr Ferrans reported that MK council is going ahead with the play area survey (Friday 6th July) and will assess the available areas to allocate as play areas.  Cllrs Dalgarno, Ferrans, Gathani and Laws to attend this survey meeting on behalf of the Parish Council.

The Councillors agreed to appoint Parish Council powers to Cllr Laws to take decisions on site at the meeting.  Should a Change of Use application be required for the proposed site for a play area, the Councillors agreed that the Parish Council would fund this application (cost approximately £120 for the application).

Cllr Ferrans reported that once the suitable sites are agreed by the Parish Council and MK Council a leaflet and plan of what is intended will be developed for public consultation.  MK Council would pay for the printing of the leaflet and would appreciate the Parish Council overseeing the distribution.  This was agreed by the Councillors.  The Councillors agreed to host a public consultation exhibition at St Bernadette’s Catholic School in Monkston Park.  This will be organised and paid for by MK Council.  Parish Councillors to attend this meeting.  Prospective dates for this meeting to be agreed at the survey meeting on Friday 6th July.
9. Probation Service

Cllr Laws reported that he had a meeting with the Probation Service.  It was proposed that some of the work planned through the NAG could be performed through the Probation Service.  Cllr Laws reported that they would need a base from which to work, and would work weekly on a project i.e. a 4 day project would normally be completed over 4 weeks (one day per week for four weeks).  There are approximately 250 people working in the community on such programmes.

Action:  Probation Service to be considered in line with the NAG actions in due course.

10. Allotments
This agenda item was discussed under agenda point 3 (public open session).

11. Blanchland Circle Parking Survey
Cllr Gathani reported that of the 149 homes in Blanchland Circle, 77 households (52%) have completed the questionnaire, and 21 households (14%) refused to complete it.  Cllr Gathani reported the preliminary findings from the survey:
· 83% of the residents do not park in their garage.

· 75% of residents consider parking to be a problem and would like parking to be addressed.

· 85% of residents would like a reduction in the speed limit to 20 mph.
· A camera or speed indicator (SID) was suggested for Blanchland Circle.

· 50% of residents suggested a road hump to slow traffic.

· 83% of residents were against a one-way system.

· 62% of residents were against yellow lines on the road to indicate no parking.

· A third of households have problems parking (approx. 50 households).

· 51% of residents support grass crete.

· According to the plans residents saw before purchasing their homes, there were more parking spaces proposed in the plans than have been implemented.

· 77% of residents would like the police to advise of obstructions and follow up these incidents.

Action:  Cllr Laws to recover plans of Blanchland Circle to plot parking spaces planned and those implemented.

Action:  Clerk to ensure that at the next opportunity the Speed Indication Device (SID) to be sited in this area.
Cllr Gathani will conduct a final round of questionnaire collection and will collate a findings summary, to be presented at the next Parish Council meeting.  

Action:  Cllr Gathani to compile survey findings and present to the Parish Council at the next Parish Council meeting.

Cllr Maudsley suggested that the MK Council should be approached to request solutions to the parking issues in Blanchland Circle, rather than offering solutions to MK Council.  It was agreed that once the findings are compiled, these are sent to MK Council and solutions are requested.

Action:  Clerk to forward the findings to MK Council (Kevin Whiteside) once presented to the Parish Council and to request solutions from MK Council officers. 
12. Play Sessions – summer 2007
The Clerk reported that all preparations have been made for the play sessions in the summer holidays.  Steve Harrison of MKPA is promoting the events to local schools.  The Clerk has requested Community Vouchers from Tesco and awaits a reply.

13. Financial statements and appeals for funding

The following information relates to period 5th June to 2nd July 2007.

13a) There were no requests for funding during this period.

13b) Bank statements



Balance as at 31st June 2007 (Current)




£ 3,014.68 

Balance as at 31st June 2007 (Deposit)




£31,562.06 

Total bank balance: 






£34,576.74

Current account balance after cheque payments (above)


-£ 985.32

The Clerk recommended that the Parish Council should transfer £5000.00 from deposit account to current account.  This was agreed.

Action:  Clerk to transfer £5000.00 from the deposit account to the current account.
13c) Payments

The following payments were made on or after 5th June to 2nd July 2007. 
	Transaction type
	Payee
	Cheque number
	Reason
	Total

	Debit
	Milton Keynes Play Association
	225
	Play sessions in the Easter holidays
	2310.80

	Debit
	AH Contracts
	226
	Dog bin and litter bin emptying June
	341.69

	Debit
	Bespoke Media
	227
	Printing of Blanchland Circle Parking questionnaire (£35) and printing of NAG letter and questionnaire (£340)
	375.00

	Debit
	Amanda Wilmot
	228
	Salary (£513.60), Overtime 17 hours (£218.28), use of office (£20.83), Mileage 60 miles (£27); reimbursements (£192.80)
	972.51

	Total Debits
	
	
	
	4000.00

	Credit
	Deposit account interest
	10/06/07
	Interest on deposit account balance
	44.41

	Total Credits
	
	
	
	44.41


It was proposed by Cllr Maudsley and seconded by Cllr Smith that the payments should be made accordingly.
13d) Deposit Account Interest Rates


The Clerk reported the Lloyds TSB Business Instant Access Account – from 12 February 2007 interest rates as follows:

AER% 2.78

Gross % 2.75

Net % 2.20 
The Councillors agreed to continue the meeting past 10.00pm.
14.Correspondence received and correspondence sent
The Clerk presented the correspondence report:

Bedgeberry Place.  Graeme Hislop of English Partnerships has agreed to a meeting with the Parish Council to discuss plans for Bedgeberry Place.  This should be attended by Cllrs Cockram and Maudsley.

Action:  Clerk to contact Cllrs Cockram when they return from their holiday.

Cllr Gathani commented that she had heard that the site might be used for an IP exchange.

Warning letters to allotment holders.  The Clerk reported that warning letters have been sent to 4 plot holders.  Second warning to be given after one month.

Election expenses.  Councillors are requested to return a nil return to Pamela Loose at MK Council if expenses were incurred.
Action:  Councillors to return a nil return (if no expenses incurred) to Pamela Loose at MK Council.
15.Planning

There was one item on the planning register between 5th June and 2nd July.

	Application number
	Planning for 
	Status
	Date received

	07/00717/FUL
	Part two storey, part single storey side extension at 11 Lanercost Crescent, Monkston, Milton Keynes, MK10 9EA
	Permission granted
	16/06/07


16.Councillors’ reports

Cllr Gathani raised the issue of a grass verge in Blanchland Circle being filled with tarmac. Residents used to drive over the verge to access parking area.  Cllr Laws confirmed that this was the final stage in a process commenced by Ward Cllr Eastman.  Cllr Gathani offered to contact Kevin Whiteside at MK Council to understand the process.
Action:  Cllr Gathani to contact Kevin Whiteside.

Cllr Dalgarno asked whether paths and a bandstand had been planned for the green in Monkston Park.  Cllr Ferrans replied that she does not think this is planned – it is likely that this was part of the artists’ impression of the park.
Cllr Dalgarno asked about recycling and how to find out what should be collected in which bag/bin.  There is a problem in Monkston Park and many bags are not collected by the refuse service as they contain inappropriate non-recyclable items.  The Clerk was requested to contact Andy Hudson at MK Council to request a leaflet drop of recycling leaflets to the area.

Action:  Clerk to contact Andy Hudson requesting a leaflet drop of recycling leaflets to Monkston Park.

Cllr Gathani advised the Councillors of the Safe at Home training offered by MK Council.  Cllr Laws offered to add this to the website.

Action:  Cllr Laws to add this to the website.

Cllr Crooks mentioned that the Monkston Community Centre and Pavilion are looking for a new trustee.

17.Meeting Dates for the 2007/08 year
The meeting dates were set and agreed as follows:

	Date
	Time
	Place
	Meeting

	Monday 10th September 2007
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 1st October 2007
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 3rd December 2007
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 7th January 2008
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 14th January 2008
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Precept Planning Meeting

	Monday 3rd March 2008
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 12th May 2008
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	AGM

Parish Meeting


Holiday dates for 2007:

	Cllr Cockram and Cllr Janice Cockram
	1-8/07/07

	Cllr Laws
	September

	Cllr Gathani
	Unable to attend the meetings on 03/12/07; 07/01/08


There being no additional business, the meeting closed at 10.16 pm.
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