MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 5th FEBRUARY 2007 
AT THE MONKSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE AND PAVILION, MONKSTON, MILTON KEYNES.

1. Apologies for absence
The Chairman, Cllr. Laws, welcomed to the meeting members of the Council and the Clerk. Members present were Cllrs. Ferrans and Maudsley.  Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Cockram and Cllr Janice Cockram.
Charles Elad, Youth Worker for the Parish, was in attendance.

Cllr Derek Eastman was in attendance for part of the meeting.

Cllr Sam Crooks was in attendance for part of the meeting.
Cllr Edward Butler-Ellis did not attend the meeting.

2. Declaration of interest
None.
3. Public Open session
There were seven members of the public attended the meeting.

4. Approval of the minutes of the last meeting

Cllr Maudsley proposed that the minutes of the meeting of 16th January 2007 should be signed as a true record of the meeting and this was seconded by Cllr Ferrans.  The minutes were duly signed.

5. Minutes of the last meeting – matters arising

Cllr Ferrans updated that she would be attending a meeting on Thursday 8th February with English Partnerships, Milton Keynes Council and Cllr Derek Eastman.
6. Urgent Correspondence

Community Parking Partnership.  The Councillors discussed the options and costs of lay-bys for the Parish.  It was agreed that the Parish budget would not be able to accommodate the implementation of lay-bys, and the Councillors agreed that they would not be good value for money.  The Councillors requested that the Clerk contact Richard Townend at MKC to advise accordingly.
Action:  Clerk to contact Richard Townend and advise that the Parish Council will not be putting forward an application for the Community Parking Partnership.

Waterway Park planning application.  The Councillors agreed that this would be of great benefit to the residents of Milton Keynes.  The Councillors requested the Clerk to support the application.  The Councillors also requested follow up with the MKC Planning Department as the planning application has not been sent to the Clerk as yet.
Action:  Clerk to provide feedback to John Bint, Project Manager, that the Parish Council supports the application.

Action:  Clerk to contact MK Planning to chase the planning application as part of the consultation.

7. Financial Statements and Appeals for funding

a. Requests for funding

None.

b. Payments

The following payments were made on or after 16th January 2007 to 5th February 2007.

	Payee
	Cheque number
	Purpose
	Amount

	A H Contracts
	200
	Dog bins January
	£307.62

	Emma Hosking
	201
	2 x mobile phones for Youth Workers
	£119.88

	Amanda Wilmot
	203
	Reimbursement - order of book and placement of ad (mtg 05/02/07); postage; HP printer
	£492.95

	Amanda Wilmot
	204
	Salary + overtime 
	£ 561.47

	
	
	
	£1,481.92


c. Account Balances



Balance as at 31st January 2007
(Current)

£  8,186.18  

Balance as at 31st January 2007 (Deposit)

£ 20,376.78

Total bank balance: 




£ 28,562.96

Current account balance after payments in b above
£ 6,704.26

It was proposed by Cllr Ferrans and seconded by Cllr Maudsley that the payments should be made.
8. Guests to the meeting

Sgt Vanessa Wilson from the Kingston Office of Thames Valley Police.

Inspector Andy Gray of the Thames Valley Police.

Inspector Andrew Mullholland of the Thames Valley Police.

Brian Sandom of the Milton Keynes Council.

Oscar Hubert, Chairman of Neighbourhood Watch.

Cllr Laws welcomed the guests and thanked them for coming to the meeting.

A number of questions were raised by the Councillors and the members of the public, and these were answered by the guest speakers.

Sgt Wilson advised that the policing team is not growing in line with the development of the Eastern Flank.  Cllr Laws asked about the increasing size of the neighbourhood and the decreasing size of the local police support.  Inspector Mullholland responded that the policing levels are based on census information.  It is necessary to ‘catch up’ with the growth in population.  There have never been more police employed nationally, however the personnel are contained in ‘silos’ whereby the police officers are retained for specific duties, e.g. public safety, and not made available to the public.
Neighbourhood issues raised by members of the public were:
· Playing ball in the street – need a sign to say no playing ball

· Commercial vehicles are parked in the road all the time – there is a fight for lay-bys.

· There has been no response from the police when residents have reported crimes.
· The Thames Valley Police call centre is out of the area and this is detrimental to the service that is provided.

· Residents pay taxes – they want to see police locally.

· The residents wanted the police to come to the neighbourhood in the evening.

· Cars racing in Blanchland Circle at 60mph at 1 am.

Cllr Maudsley asked if the residents of Kents Hill and Monkston would see an increase in policing.  Inspector Mullholland responded that the Safer Neighbourhoods is to address these local issues.  All agencies work together to resolve the top three issues in that neighbourhood.  Depending on the area, there is a prescribed response level.  Inspector Mullholland went on to say that the Parish Council will get a PCSO in the next 12 months.
Cllr Ferrans stated that the police should be redistributed where there are absences in local teams.  Inspector Mullholland replied that the police are redistributed according to the number of crimes in the area.  He stressed that residents should report every crime as they are required to build the picture.  The reported crimes will dictate the policing levels for the area.

Action:  Cllr Laws to include this message in a future newsletter.

Cllr Ferrans responded that where a crime is reported and no response is received, residents will not report the crimes – it becomes a vicious circle.

Inspector Mullholland commented that in 2004 the crime figures increased due to improved reporting standards nationally.  Reported crime is far closer to the statistics than it has ever been.  However, psychologically, the more police officers  visible creates ‘more crime’ (more confidence from the population results in more reports of criminal activity which results in higher crime statistics).  Crimes per population are static.

Inspector Gray commented that there has been a huge investment in call centres and they are much improved.  He echoed Inspector Mullholland’s sentiments that crimes need to be reported.
Inspector Mullholland explained Operation Rebound.  It is specifically to deal with crimes such as criminal damage and anti-social behaviour.  The police will speak to the individuals committing the crime, the police will warn them about their conduct and they will receive a yellow card. Parents will also receive a letter from the police station.  Should the individual be a council tenant, the individual can be found to be in breach of the tenancy agreement.  Should a second yellow card be received in six months, he will receive a red card (and could be evicted).  Inspector Mullholland also mentioned that the biggest demand on police time is between 4pm and 11pm.
Cllr Laws asked whether the community police should be attending to incidents of anti-social behaviour to identify patterns of behaviour.  Inspector Mullholland stated that this is exactly what should happen.

Cllr Eastman explained that there is an issue at the Harlesden Close play park in Monkston Park.  Knives and broken bottles are often seen and property has been damaged.
Inspector Gray replied that cars keep coming out, however timing is so that the residents do not always see the cars.  The police do not contact the complainant to advise that they have been out.  He stated that the growth of the city is on the Thames Valley Police agenda and they are ‘banging on the government door’.
Sgt Wilson said that they are currently looking at the shift patterns of the police officers and hoping to get another police officer.  

Cllr Laws asked if residents should contact the Kingston police office instead of the central call centre.  Sgt Wilson responded that this is not advisable.

Cllr Crooks introduced Brian Sandom.  Mr Sandom commented that the JATAC is not able to attend each issue but will prioritise the work.

Cllr Laws stated that the discussions thus far had been reactive.  He advised the guests that the Parish Council has implemented a Drink Control Area and has employed Youth Workers to work with the young people within the Parish at the grass roots level, and to network agencies.  Cllr Laws asked what the Parish Council could do to be more proactive.

Mr Sandom replied that with Safer Neighbourhoods the Parish Council has maximum influence.  Mr Hubert of Neighbourhood Watch said that the Parish residents need to be the eyes and ears for the police.  The residents should look out for each other and Neighbourhood Watch schemes can prevent crime by working together with neighbours against crime.

Cllr Crooks reminded the meeting that Cllr Laws had asked what the Parish Council can do proactively so that fears of anti-social behaviour does not get out of control.  He explained that people look around and see poor parking styles, lack of respect for others – these items indicate that an area could be on a downhill trend.  Cllr Crooks stated that the Parish Council could help itself by running itself.
Mr Sandom offered support to Cllr Eastman and Cllr Ferrans regarding the anti-social behaviour problems in Monkston Park.  He also committed to raise the point about police being involved only in the sign off of new play parks, and not being involved in the planning stage.
Action:  Clerk to email Mr Sandom with details of this problem.

Inspector Mullholland stressed that not all young people are involved in anti-social behaviour.  Many are victims of anti-social behaviour.

Cllr Maudsley mentioned the problems created by poor parking practise.  He went on to state that the parking problems have been caused by government (higher density housing and lack of appropriate levels of parking).  Cllr Crooks asked who would be responsible for cars parked on verges.  Cllr Laws continued that the Parish was looking to grass crete in places however the Parish had not yet had success in getting a Highways officer out to view potential locations for grass crete.  Mr Sandom replied that he would pursue for the Parish Council and asked that the Clerk send an email accordingly.
Action:  Clerk to email Mr Sandom regarding grass crete.

Sgt Wilson spoke about the onset of neighbourhood policing.  A Neighbourhood Action Group will be set up for each area, and Sgt Wilson encouraged the residents attending the meeting to put their names forward as participants.  She commented that she has seen the good work done by PCSOs in Netherfield and they do bridge the gap.  She also reported that she has requested a marked police car, however at present she has an unmarked Corsa.  It would be helpful to the neighbourhood to have a marked car as they would recognise a local police presence.
Action:  Clerk to write a letter expressing the importance of a marked police car in the local area.
Cllr Laws asked the police representatives for monthly police reports as requested a number of times previously. Sgt Wilson offered to attend the Parish Council meetings and present the figures.  She explained that the police reports will not be meaningful without proper presentation and explanation.  Inspector Gray agreed that the reports could easily be misinterpreted and it was important to have correct interpretation accordingly.  Sgt Wilson offered to discuss this outside the meeting.
Action:  Clerk to liaise with Sgt Wilson to attend future meetings.

Cllr Laws expressed his thanks to the Inspector Gray, Inspector Mullholland, Sgt Wilson and Mr Sandom for attending the meeting.
Mr Hubert gave a short presentation on the Neighbourhood Watch programme.  He empathised with what he had heard from the residents and stressed that the police can not do everything.  He informed the public and Councillors that there has been a Neighbourhood Watch in Milton Keynes for the past 11 years and the programme is involved in Neighbourhood Action Groups and Safer Communities.  Neighbourhood Watch acts as a deterrent and advice service for the public.  Neighbourhood Watch areas have generally lower crime figures and there is often reduced insurance costs for living in a Neighbourhood Watch area.  It is a proactive way to secure the residential areas.  
Cllr Laws proposed that Neighbourhood Watch leaflets are inserted in the next newsletter to be distributed in Monkston, Monkston Park and Kents Hill.  Cllr Laws offered to provide a grant for the print costs and offered that the Parish Council would cover the distribution costs to spread the word.  

Action:  Clerk to liaise with Helen Sharratt/Oscar Hubert to organise this.

Cllr Laws thanked the public and Mr Hubert for their participation in the meeting.  

9. Councillors’ Reports

Cllr Laws reported to the Councillors that at an Extended Schools meeting he met with a representative from MAD (Make A Difference).  He had heard about Parishes having Youth Rangers working within Parishes as part of this organisation.  He reported that the representative from MAD will make contact with Cllr Laws.

Cllr Maudsley commented that he was pleased that Charles was able to attend the meeting and he fully supported the usage of the Kents Hill Pavilion and lighting for the kick-about area.

Cllr Laws suggested that he would make contact with Sgt Wilson and understand how the Parish Council could make appropriate preparations to establish a Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG).
Action:  Clerk to put Neighbourhood Action Group on the agenda for next meeting
10.  Next Meetings
The next meetings are scheduled as follows:

Monday 5th March
7.30 pm
Kents Hill

Holiday dates for 2007:

Cllr Maudsley gave his apologies for the March meeting.

Cllr Cockram and Cllr Janice Cockram will be away over the Spring Bank holiday, and again at the end of August/beginning of September.

Cllr Laws will be away from 14-28 April, and again in September.

The Clerk will be away from 23rd March returning 12th April.

There being no additional business, the meeting closed at 10.05pm.
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