MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 16th JANUARY 2007 
AT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING, KENTS HILL, MILTON KEYNES.

1. Apologies for absence.

The Chairman, Cllr. Laws, welcomed to the meeting members of the Council and the Clerk. Members present were Cllrs. Ferrans, Maudsley, and R Cockram.  Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Janice Cockram.
Cllr Derek Eastman advised that he would not be able to attend the meeting.  
Cllr Sam Crooks was present for part of the meeting.

Cllr Edward Butler-Ellis did not attend the meeting.

2. Declaration of interest
None.
3. Public Open session
There were no members of the public in attendance.  There was not a Public Open session.

4. Approval of the minutes of the last meeting
It was proposed by Cllr Maudsley and seconded by Cllr Cockram that the minutes should be signed as a true record of the meeting on Monday 8th January 2007.

5. Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting

Cllr Ferrans requested amendments be made to point 5 of the minutes of 8th January 2007 to read correctly as follows:

‘Cllr Ferrans asked about progress with the Police.  Cllr Laws reported that he had met with the Police locally and put forward the issues of the Parish.  Cllr Laws expressed an interest in the Police working alongside the Youth Workers.  Cllr Laws to ask the Youth Workers to contact PC Skinner.

Action:  Cllr Laws to ask the Youth Workers to contact PC Skinner in this regard. 

The Councillors confirmed that this referred to requesting assurance that any police PCSOs employed by Parishes are utilised within the Parish.  Cllr Ferrans to write a paper encouraging the Parishes to discuss this issue.

Action:  Cllr Ferrans to prepare the paper and email to Cllr Maudsley for the next meeting of the MK Association of Parish Councils.’
6. Financial Statements and appeals for funding:
a) Payments

The following payments were made on or after 8th January and up to 16th January 2007.
	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque number

	SLCC – memberships fees
	85.00
	198

	Trevor Iles – dog bins
	391.28
	199

	TOTAL
	476.28
	


It was proposed by Cllr Maudsley and seconded by Cllr Cockram that these payments be made.
b) Proposed expenditure
The Clerk presented the following for consideration.

Costs as per PC World website - 'internet specials’

	Laptop

	Sony N11MT2050 Intel Core Duo 1.60 GHz

	599.99

	
	Sony N11MT2050 Intel Core Duo 1.73 GHz
	699.99

	Printer
	HP C6180 Printer, scanner, copier

32 pages/minute b&w

31 pages/minute colour

4800 x 1200 dpi

	199.00

	External hard drive


	160 GB ST2160203U2-RK 3.5”
	63.26

	Bag
	Messenger or case
	39.00

	Mouse
	Basic
	10.00

	Total









	
	£911.25 

or 

£1011.25

	Norton
	Anti-virus software

Internet security 2007 (inc. annual license)
	49.98

	SpyWare Bot
	Anti-spyware software (inc. annual license)
	20.00

	MS Office
	2003
	84.99

	Total
	
	154.97


The Councillors confirmed that they requested the Clerk to purchase suitable items of hardware and software for the Clerk’s role in line with the specifications above (to the approx. value of £1000). Cllr Ferrans offered to forward the Which report for laptops and suggest which laptop would be preferable.  

Action:  Cllr Ferrans to forward recommendations as to laptop to the Clerk.
Action:  Clerk to purchase hardware and software items.
c) Account Balances
The Clerk presented the balances below:

Balance as at 31st December 2006
(Current)

£   5,476.24

Balance as at 31st December 2006  
(Deposit)

£ 24,335.44

Total bank balance: 





£ 29,811.68
Balance after payments (inc. orders)
(Current)

£      158.50 



The Clerk suggested that funds should be transferred from the deposit account to the current account.  It was agreed unanimously by the Councillors that the Clerk should transfer £4000 from the deposit account to the current account.

Action:  Clerk to transfer £4000 from the deposit account to the current account.

7. Precept planning

The Councillors and the Clerk worked through the draft budget with predicted costs for the management of the Parish Council, the fixed costs, and the proposed projects for 2007/08.

It was agreed that the precept for 2007/08 should be requested as follows:

£17 per household based on 2500 households = £42,500.  It was agreed to utilise £4,500 of reserves, bringing the precept budget for 2007/08 to £47,000.  
The budget was proposed as follows:

	Management
	
	

	Clerk’s salary
	7969.00
	

	Office expenses
	 250.00
	

	Mileage and telephone expenses
	444.00
	

	General admin
	1087.00
	

	Sub-total
	
	9,750.00

	Fixed costs
	
	

	Meeting room hire
	300.00
	

	Newsletter publishing and delivery 
	4000.00
	

	Web site
	275.00
	

	Ongoing Councillor and Clerk training
	200.00
	

	Dog bins
	3850.00
	

	Memberships
	725.00
	

	Insurance
	615.00
	

	Auditors
	200.00
	

	Allotments
	800.00
	

	Precept leaflet
	335.00
	

	Sub-total
	
	11,300.00

	Projects
	
	

	Play sessions
	8,500.00
	

	Youth workers
	10,500.00
	

	Youth projects
	2,000.00
	

	New dog bins
	700.00
	

	Notice board
	750.00
	

	Clerk course
	1,000.00
	

	Grants
	2,500.00
	

	Sub-total
	
	25,950.00

	Grand total
	
	47,000.00


8.  Councillors’ reports

Cllr Ferrans raised the issue of Monkston Park and the problems with the play parks.  The Councillors requested Cllr Ferrans to pursue on the Parish Council’s behalf, and in conjunction with Cllr Eastman.

Action:  Cllr Ferrans to pursue the issue with English Partnerships, in conjunction with Cllr Eastman.
9.  Next Meetings
The next meetings are scheduled as follows:

Monday 5th February 
7.30 pm
Monkston
Parish Council meeting (police)
Holiday dates for 2007:

Apologies given from Cllr Cockram and Cllr Janice Cockram for the meeting on 5th February due to holidays.

Cllr Cockram and Cllr Janice Cockram will be away over the Spring Bank holiday, and again at the end of August/beginning of September.

Cllr Laws will be away from 14-28 April, and again in September.

The Clerk will be away from 23rd March returning 12th April.

There being no additional business, the meeting closed at 10.10pm.
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