MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 8th JANUARY 2007 
AT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING, KENTS HILL, MILTON KEYNES.

1. Apologies for absence.

The Chairman, Cllr. Laws, welcomed to the meeting members of the Council and the Clerk. Members present were Cllrs. Ferrans, Maudsley, Balchin and R Cockram.  Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Janice Cockram.
Cllr Derek Eastman advised that he would not be able to attend the meeting.  
Cllr Sam Crooks was not present at the meeting.

Cllr Edward Butler-Ellis was also in attendance.

2. Declaration of interest
None.
3. Public Open session
David Carey, resident of Kents Hill and Monkston Parish. Cllr Laws welcomed Mr Carey to the meeting.
Mr Carey informed the Councillors that anti-social behaviour was tailing off due to increased police presence, but urged Councillors to report any instances to ensure continued police awareness.

Cllr Butler-Ellis offered his assistance to support any appropriate Parish Council issues.

4. Guests to the meeting

Steve Harrison, Milton Keynes Play Association (MKPA).
Steve Tiffin, Tesco Extra, Kingston.

Helen Sharratt, Neighbourhood Watch was unable to attend the meeting.

MKPA and play days

Cllr Laws welcomed Steve Harrison and Steve Tiffin to the meeting, and thanked them for attending.

Mr Harrison commented on the success of the play days in both Kents Hill and Monkston in the summer.  He mentioned that the Kents Hill dates were not as well attended as the dates in Monkston – this was possibly due to a) timing (clash with play days in Walton) and b) weather.  Mr Harrison advised that for this year’s play days he would be involving the Energiser bus and the two large inflatables at no extra charge.
It was agreed by the Councillors that the Parish would run play days in the Easter and Summer holidays, two days per week in both Kents Hill and Monkston.  Mr Harrison advised that the cost of the play days will increase by approximately 5% for this coming year (approximately £288.60).

Cllr Ferrans suggested that Mr Harrison liaise with the youth workers to identify activities to appeal to the teenagers.  Cllr Ferrans suggested that the youth workers could look to recruit youth club leaders from the parents/carers in attendance.
Action:  Clerk to provide Steve Harrison with contact details for youth worker supervisor.
Action: Clerk to propose recruitment of youth club leaders to youth workers. 
Cllr Laws requested that for future play days (Easter and Summer 2007), the Parish Council requests that MKPA focus more on improving a) scheduling of dates in good time for promotion, b) scheduling of dates to avoid clashes with neighbouring Parishes, and c) promotion of the events (to include local schools – Kents Hill First School, Monkston Primary School, Heronsgate, Walton High and Oakgrove).
Action:  Steve Harrison to advise the Clerk of Easter dates in February.
Action:  Clerk to devise press release linking play days and youth workers in preparation for the play days.

Tesco Extra, Kingston and trolleys, litter and other items
Cllr Laws updated the Councillors of the discussions that had already taken place between he and Mr Tiffin, Services Manager at Tesco Extra, Kingston to date.  Mr Tiffin confirmed that the collection of trolleys from the Parish is his number one priority.  He commented that the cost for trolleys ranges from £150-300 per trolley, and he has arranged for a vehicle to drive into the community twice a week to collect these.
Cllr Maudsley suggested offering a helpline for residents to call to report abandoned trolleys.  Mr Tiffin agreed that he would arrange this.

Action: Steve Tiffin to arrange helpline number to be posted in the Tesco store.

Cllr Laws reported the high levels of litter, and the numerous residents’ complaints regarding litter, broken glass, food and rats within the Parish. Mr Tiffin confirmed that he is taking up the initiative of providing branded litter bins for the Parish to collect the litter.  He will propose this to head office and await feedback.
Cllr Ferrans provided feedback regarding availability of loose vegetables and the over packaging of produce at Tesco Extra.  Mr Tiffin noted Cllr Ferrans’ comments.
Cllr Laws advised that he has seen numerous people attempting to turn right out of the Tesco petrol station, and pointed out that this could be dangerous.  Cllr Laws also suggested that Tesco may wish to consider footpaths for residents from the Parish to access Tesco.  At present they are walking across verges and through the shrubs to reach the store. Mr Tiffin noted these comments.

Cllr Cockram provided feedback regarding the shoppers for online customers and the congestion caused by the large trolleys.  Mr Tiffin noted the feedback.

Mr Tiffin confirmed that Tesco is keen to support community ventures and would be pleased to continue work with the Parish via Cllr Laws.  Mr Tiffin suggested that there may be opportunities to offer Community Vouchers to the Parish for refreshments for play days, for example.

Mr Carey asked Mr Tiffin whether he was aware that there has been anti-social behaviour towards the Tesco employees collecting the trolleys.  Mr Tiffin confirmed that he was aware of alleged instances and further investigations were being carried out.
Action:  Clerk to invite Mr Tiffin to future meetings.

5. Approval of the minutes of the last meeting
Cllr Ferrans requested further information regarding minute point 5.99 from the previous minutes:

‘Cllr Ferrans asked about progress with the Police.  Cllr Laws reported that he had met with the Police locally and put forward the issues of the Parish.  Cllr Laws expressed an interest in the Police working alongside the Youth Workers.  Cllr Ferrans to prepare a paper on this topic to the MK Association of Parish Councils and Cllr Maudsley offered to take it to the meeting.

Action:  Cllr Ferrans to prepare paper and provide to Cllr Maudsley for the next meeting of the MK Association of Parish Councils.’

The Councillors confirmed that this referred to requesting assurance that any PSCOs employed by Parishes are utilised within the Parish.  Should the PSCO be redeployed in another, Cllr Ferrans was to request in the paper that a replacement officer is allocated to the Parish.
Action:  Cllr Ferrans to prepare the paper and provide to Cllr Maudsley for the next meeting of the MK Association of Parish Councils.

Cllr Ferrans also requested that minute point 7e) be amended to read: ‘It was agreed that the Parish Council would not install dog bins for the Monkston Park area until the walking routes are established in Monkston Park. In this way the dog bins can be correctly sited’.

Cllr Maudsley proposed that the minutes of the meeting of 4th December 2006 should be signed as a true record of the meeting and this was seconded by Cllr Cockram.  The minutes were duly signed.
6. Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting

Cllr Cockram mentioned the increased litter around the Budgens store in Kents Hill since the opening of this new store.  Cllr Laws requested that the Clerk write to Budgens regional office and discuss a community partnership approach to keeping the neighbourhood tidy.
Action:  Clerk to contact Budgens.
7. Projects update
Item 8 – Newsletter.  Cllr Laws to include in the newsletter feedback from the questionnaire and the helpline number for Tesco trolley collection.
Action:  Cllr Laws to include these items in the newsletter.

Item 9 – Youth Workers.  Clerk to request a report for each Parish Council meeting either sent in written form, or report to be given in person.

Action:  Clerk to request reports from Emma Hosking for 23/1/07.

Item 11 – Care Home.  Problem has now calmed.  Monitor on an ongoing basis.
Item 12 – Landscape adoption and Lovells.  Cllr Ferrans mentioned that she may have telephone numbers – she will forward them to the Clerk.

Action:  Cllr Ferrans to forward numbers to the Clerk.

Cllr Ferrans to contact Mike Flowers to deal with any issues and for update on signing of agreements for Monkston Park with MK Council.

Action: Cllr Ferrans to contact Mike Flowers.
Cllr Maudsley left the meeting at 9.10 pm.

Item 16 – Cleaner Neighbourhoods.  Link this project to neighbourhood ‘clean up’ and community partnerships with local industry and businesses.  Clerk to find out who to contact at McDonalds and provide to Cllr Laws.

Action:  Clerk to provide McDonalds contact to Cllr Laws.

It was requested that the Clerk write to MKC Streetcare once the bins have been installed, asking whether the implementation of bins has been effective from their point of view.  Reply required by end of March 2007.

Action:  Clerk to write to MKC Streetcare.

Item 19 – Safer Neighbourhoods. Clerk to request the police report in time for the February meeting.

Action:  Clerk to obtain report from Lisa Emmanuel for meeting on 5/02/07.

Item 30 - Cllr Ferrans suggested that the teenagers at Oakgrove and Walton High are surveyed in the Summer for feedback as what they would like to see in the Parish.

Action:  Cllr Laws/Clerk to facilitate this.

8. Precept and budget planning

Cllr Laws requested that the Clerk follow up on cost of PSCO for the precept meeting (16/01/07), as well as following up with the Walton and the Broughton/MK Village Parish Clerks.

Cllr Laws requested that all Councillors considers potential costs or projects for 2007/8 precept and advise the Clerk of any items for consideration.

Action:  Clerk to cost a PSCO; Clerk to contact Walton and Broughton/MK Village Parish Clerks.

Action:  All Councillors to advise Clerk of items for costing in preparation for the precept meeting.
Other items to be costed for the precept meeting:

Youth Workers

Youth Workers – special projects

Clerk salary and expenses

General office items

Room hire

Play days

Litter bins (including Monkston Park)

Dog bins (including Monkston Park)

Insurance

Website

Association fees

Parkland seats (including Monkston Park)

Auditing services

Notice boards

Newsletter

Training

Clerk training

Bin emptying services

Computer software

Anti-graffiti project

Allotments 

Grass crete

Action:  Clerk to cost these for the precept meeting.

9. Questionnaire – additional analysis
The Clerk presented the additional analysis as requested for the meeting.

a) Clerk to provide a list of where respondents work.

	Station - London

Bletchley

MK and London

Tilbrook

Various out of MK

Luton airport or CMK

Milton Keynes Central

Watford, St Albans

Cranfield/Cambridge

Ampthill and Towcester

Bedford, Milton Keynes, Leighton Buzzard

All over MK

Tongwell and CMK

Kiln Farm

Northfields MK

All over MK

Bletchley and all areas of MK/Olney/Leighton Buzzard

Car not used for work

MK and Stevenage

Newport Pagnell and Bedford

All over Southern England

Brinklow

CMK/Sherington
	Kingston, Cranfield

Woodhill Prison

Wolverton Mill and Kiln Farm

Emerson Valley, MK

All over the South East

MK Train Station

CMK

Throughout MK and nearby towns

Bucks/Herts/Beds

Bletchley

Flitwick, Northampton

Newport Pagnell and Great Holm

Newport Pagnell

Central MK

Cambridge

Kingston Centre

Aylesbury

Wolverton and Buckingham

Hanslope

Blakelands and Wolverton

Leighton Buzzard and MK Train station

CMK, Luton

London

Birmingham


b) Clerk to check how many respondents provided feedback in Q5 to needing a library.

Two respondents.

c) Q8 (Think about your neighbourhood – what do you like about it/what would you like to improve?) Top ten responses.  

In order of number of mentions (i.e. 1 = mentioned the most frequently):

Top ten – ‘likes’

1. Green spaces/parks/environment



2. Position/proximity to facilities/routes



3. People/neighbours/atmosphere



4. Quiet







5. Good facilities






6. Clean







7. Generally pleasant





8. Red ways/walks





9. Well kept generally





10.Schools






Top ten – need for improvement

1. Cleanliness of area (general)


 

2. Parking availability



 

3. Landscape maintenance




4. Vandalism






5. Facilities/activities





6. Police – visibility and response



7. Abandoned trolleys





8. Litter bins required





9. Antisocial behaviour





10. Speed of traffic





d) Q9 (What do you think the 3 main issues which need attention in your area?). 

Listed in order of number of mentions (i.e. items on the first row were mentioned the most frequently).

Priority 1


Priority 2


  Priority 3

	Parking
	Parking
	Landscape maintenance

	Litter (including broken glass)
	Litter
	Vandalism

	Landscape maintenance
	Anti-social behaviour
	Parking

	Anti-social behaviour
	Facilities/activities
	Litter

	Speed of cars
	Landscape maintenance
	Police visibility

	Vandalism
	Vandalism
	Dog fouling

	Trolleys
	Residents putting out their refuse
	Speed of cars

	Dog fouling
	Speed of cars
	Cleanliness

	Provision of litter bins
	Public transport
	Facilities/activities

	Police visibility
	Police visibility
	Provision of litter bins


10. Financial Statements and appeals for funding:
a) Appeals for funding

None.

b) Payments

The following payments were made on or after 5th December 2006 and 8th January 2007.
	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque number

	AH Contracts – dog bins December 2006
	263.67
	192

	BALC – additional newsletters overdue May 2006
	18.34
	193

	MK Association of Urban Parish Councils – fees 2007
	100.00
	194

	Amanda Wilmot – Salary and office December (£379.87); Overtime December 8 hours (£72.64); Expenses for office (£23.86)
	476.37
	195

	Amanda Wilmot – reimbursement of office expenses
	45.74
	196

	Monkston Community Centre and Pavilion
	28.00
	197

	TOTAL
	932.12
	


c) Account Balances



Balance as at 31st December 2006
(Current)

£   5,476.24

Balance as at 31st December 2006  
(Deposit)

£ 24,335.44

Total bank balance: 





£ 29,811.68
It was proposed by Cllr Cockram and seconded by Cllr Balchin that these payments be made.
It was agreed that the meeting should continue after 10.00pm to complete the agenda.

d) Proposed costs
The Clerk presented costs of placing an advert in MK Citizen to promote the meeting with the police.  The Councillors agreed that an advert should be placed in the Thursday MK Citizen on 01/02/07 in the run of paper.

Action:  Clerk to action this.

Action:  Clerk to check the distribution and cost of advertising in Roundabout Here.

11. Correspondence

Litter abatement.  For a future meeting.

Action:  Clerk to add to future agenda.

Parish Partnership Fund.  Clerk to write to MK Council to request consideration be given to parking initiatives from Parish Partnership Fund if funds are not available through the Community Parking Initiative.  Clerk to also request outline costing from MK Council.

Action:  Clerk to contact MK Council regarding parking and Parish Partnership Fund.

Petanque.  Clerk presented a letter from the Pentanque Club of Milton Keynes.  Clerk requested to contact the Club and ask if the Parish were to fund a ‘piste’ who would manage the club.
Action:  Clerk to contact the Petanque Club.

12. Planning

The Clerk presented the following planning information:

	Application number
	Planning for 
	Status
	Date received

	06/01892/FUL
	First Floor Side Extension to 105 Blanchland Circle, Monkston, Milton Keynes, MK10 9DR
	Permit
	06/01/07

	06/01712/ADV
	Shop Front Sign and Projecting Sign at Marks and Spencer Group Plc, 39 Winchester Circle, Kingston, Milton Keynes, MK10 0BA
	Grant Consent
	28/11/06

	06/01464/MKTNOT
	GPDO Determination for replacement of existing lamppost with a lamppost incorporating 3 antenna and installations of equipment cabinet at lamppost V1121MO Tongwell Street, Kingston, Milton Keynes, MK10 0BN
	Approval of the authority is given
	10/11/06

	06/01628/FULTN
	Erection of 20 metre lattice tower with 0.6 metre diameter microwave dish at Satellite Information Services, 1 Whitehall Avenue, Kingston, Milton Keynes, MK10 0AX
	Permit
	13/12/06


13. Councillors’ Reports
Cllr Balchin has tendered his resignation as Councillor as he is moving out of the area.  Cllr Laws thanked Cllr Balchin for his commitment and contribution to the Parish Council and wished him well for the future.

Cllr Laws updated the Councillors regarding his meeting with the local police.

Cllr Cockram reported that the residents of Bedgeberry Place.

14.  Next Meetings
The next meetings are scheduled as follows:

Tuesday 16th January
7.30 pm
Kents Hill
Precept planning

Monday 5th February 
7.30 pm
Monkston
Parish Council meeting (police)
Holiday dates for 2007:

Apologies given from Cllr Cockram and Cllr Janice Cockram for the meeting on 5th February due to holidays.

Cllr Cockram and Cllr Janice Cockram will be away over the Spring Bank holiday, and again at the end of August/beginning of September.

Cllr Laws will be away from 14-28 April, and again in September.

The Clerk will be away from 23rd March returning 12th April.

There being no additional business, the meeting closed at 10.30pm.
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