MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 4th DECEMBER 2006 
AT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING, KENTS HILL, MILTON KEYNES.

1. Apologies for absence.

The Chairman, Cllr. Laws, welcomed to the meeting members of the Council and the Clerk. Members present were Cllrs. Ferrans, Maudsley, J Cockram and R Cockram.
Cllr Derek Eastman advised that he would not be able to attend the meeting.  
Cllr Sam Crooks was present at the meeting for the second part of the meeting (arriving at 9.45pm).
2. Declaration of interest
None.
3. Public Open session
No public presence at the meeting. No public items raised. 
Isabella Fraser mentioned the powers afforded by Quality Council status which would be to set the precept 
4. Approval of the minutes of the last meeting
Cllr J Cockram proposed that the minutes should be signed and this was seconded by Cllr Ferrans.  The minutes of the meeting of 6th November 2006 were duly signed as a true record of the meeting.

5. Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting

It was suggested that the Clerk should invite the Conservative Ward Councillor to future meetings (Cllr Edward Ellis).
7.2 School Holiday Play Days.  The Clerk confirmed that S. Harrison will be attending the January meeting.

7.8 Tesco trolleys.  Cllr Laws reported that he had had a successful meeting with a Manager of the Kingston Tesco store, and reported that a) he would provide Tesco management with a map to find the trolleys abandoned in the Parish; Tesco suggested hiring a truck to collect all the trolleys in the Parish; he proposed an alternative to the locking wheel trolleys; b) Litter – Cllr Laws pointed out that the Tesco name is currently in the gutter and litter bins are required (sponsored and branded by Tesco potentially); and c) Tesco could work in the community in partnership with local residents and the Parish Council.

9a) Cllr J Cockram asked whether the payment had been made to the Grandparents’ Support Group.  The Clerk responded that the cheque was ready for signing this evening and would be sent in the post the next day.

Cllr Ferrans asked about progress with the Police.  Cllr Laws reported that he had met with the Police locally and put forward the issues of the Parish.  Cllr Laws expressed an interest in the Police working alongside the Youth Workers.  Cllr Ferrans to prepare a paper on this topic to the MK Association of Parish Councils and Cllr Maudsley offered to take it to the meeting.

Action:  Cllr Ferrans to prepare paper and provide to Cllr Maudsley for the next meeting of the MK Association of Parish Councils.

Action:  Clerk to follow up with Lisa Emmanuel the local area police report as offered at the last meeting.

6. Financial Statements and appeals for funding:
a) Appeals for funding

	Date received
	Requestor
	Purpose
	Amount

	29/11/06
	Monkston Primary School
	Payment for brass band for Christmas Concert
	50.00

	October 2006
	Perrie Sherman
	Baseball coaching – trip to USA 
	As appropriate


Monkston Primary School.  This request was discussed and it was proposed by Cllr Cockram and seconded by Cllr Maudsley that this grant is approved and paid.

Perrie Sherman.  It was proposed by Cllr J Cockram and seconded by Cllr Maudsley that the Parish Council approve this application and pay £100 towards the sponsorship of Perrie.  It was noted that Perrie could potentially involve other local young people in this sport in the summer.
b) Payments

The following payments were made on or after 6th November and up to 4th December 2006.
	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque number

	K Jennings (Grandparents Support Group) – grant
	21.00
	186

	Milton Keynes Bereavement Service - grant
	400.00
	187

	Amanda Wilmot (Salary Nov, Overtime and expenses)
	688.58
	188

	A H Contracts
	285.64
	189

	Monkston Primary School – grant
	50.00
	190

	Perrie Sherman - grant
	100.00
	191

	TOTAL
	1545.22
	


It was proposed by Cllr Cockram and seconded by Cllr J Cockram that these payments be made.
c) Account balances

Balance as at 30th November 2006
(Current)

£  5,529.66

Balance as at 30th November 2006  
(Deposit)

£24,300.68

Total bank balance: 





£29,830.34


d) VAT claim
The Clerk reported that the VAT claim for financial year 2005/06 was completed and submitted.  The claim totalled £1,491.80.
e) Approval of proposed costs for litter bins, dog bins and parkland seating

6.1
Seat

Parkland seat – St Endellion Seat 2 @ £425.00

£ 850.00

Including base plate, 3-4 weeks lead time

Carriage for seat




£    91.00

Sub total





£  941.00

6.2
Litter bin

Litter bin – Weyburn 90 litre stainless steel litter bin

3 @ £428.00, 4-6 weeks lead time


£1284.00

Fixing kit for litter bin 3 @ £9.95



£    29.85

Carriage for litter bins




£    74.00

Sub total





£ 1387.85

6.3
Dog bin

Dog bins 3 @ £77.00




£   231.00

Posts for dog bins 3 @ £34.00



£   102.00


Carriage for dog bins included





Sub total





£    333.00

6.4
Installation (approx. costs subject to confirmation)

Installation – material AH Contracts


£  283.00

Installation – labour AH Contracts


£   180.00

Sub total





£   463.00

Grand total proposed costs



£ 3124.85   (exc. VAT)

The Clerk presented the above breakdown of anticipated costs.  It was proposed by Cllr Cockram and seconded by Cllr Ferrans that all the above items should be ordered and arranged.

The Clerk was also requested to confirm the annual emptying costs for the additional dog bins and litter bins.

Action:  Clerk to place orders for all items listed.  Clerk to provide annual emptying costs to Council for information.

It was agreed that the Parish Council would not install dog bins for the Monkston Park area until a Councillor was appointed from the Monkston Park area.  In this way the dog bins can be correctly sited.
It was requested that the Clerk write to MKC Streetcare once the bins have been installed, asking whether the implementation of bins has been effective from their point of view.  Reply required by end of March 2007.
Action:  Clerk to write to MKC Streetcare.

7. Parish Questionnaire – findings from the survey

The Clerk had provided a preview of the questionnaire findings to each of the Councillors.  At the meeting, the findings were presented by Powerpoint presentation projected on to the wall.  Hard copies of the findings were also provided to each of the Councillors.

Actions:
i. Clerk to provide a list of where respondents work.
ii. Clerk to check how many respondents provided feedback in Q5 to needing a library.

iii. Clerk to send a copy of the verbatim comments regarding Focus to Cllr Ferrans.

iv. Clerk to send a copy of the findings to Community Liaison (Caroline Godfrey) requesting that she circulates this to the internal Council departments.

v. Clerk to extract key comments for Q8 and provide a top ten of items.  This should then be sent to each of the MKC departments as appropriate.

vi. Clerk to provide a scored response to Q9, i.e. number of responses suggesting priority one, two and three actions.

vii. Clerk to send results to the Head of Neighbourhood policing, Inspector Andy Stanton.

viii. Clerk to send letter to Streetcare re: Kents Hill, requesting that the areas alongside the footpaths need to be maintained, and households should improve their maintenance of these areas, or be charged for the maintenance by Streetcare.

ix. Clerk to send information about ‘likes’ (Q8) to jenniecook@englishpartnerships.co.uk for the Eastern Flank project.

x. Cllr Laws to include an article in the next newsletter regarding the findings.

xi. Cllr Laws to include in the next newsletter details about how to use public transport in the area (map of bus routes, bus stops, etc).

xii. Cllr Laws to include in the newsletter details of where to find all the parks in the Parish, and to detail what is provided at each of the parks (i.e. baby swings, etc.).
At 10pm the Councillors agreed to continue the meeting to the end of all business on the agenda.
xiii. Cllr Crooks to arrange for the Police to attend a meeting on Monday 5th February at Monkston Pavillion.
Learning points for the next questionnaire:

Q3.  Do you use a car to/from school?

Q5.  Add Oakgrove sports centre to the list of facilities.

8. Oakgrove consultation – comments to be put forward

The Oakgrove consultation was discussed and two objections are to be put forward:  a) against any proposed removal of a grid road and b) there has been no demonstration that the developers can build the proposed quota of houses according to the SPG.  It is noted that the proposal suggests that the developers plan to build more homes than they have permission (permission is limited to 1726 homes).
Action:  Clerk to provide this feedback accordingly.

9. Councillors’ reports

Anti-social behaviour.  A full report has been received by a resident regarding unacceptable anti-social behaviour in the Parish.  The Councillors agreed that this should not be tolerated.

Action:  Clerk to write to the resident to express support and to detail actions being taken by the Parish Council to assist with the youth and policing.
It was requested that the Clerk contact the new Care Home in the Parish in two weeks’ time, requesting a time to tour the new facilities.  Contact is Caroline.

Action:  Clerk to contact the new Care Home.

10. Next meetings

8th January 2007 in Kents Hill - Parish Meeting.

16th January 2007 in Kents Hill – Precept preparation meeting.

5th February 2007 in Monkston – public meeting arranged by the PC - Police.

There being no additional business, the meeting closed at 10.20pm.
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