MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 6th NOVEMBER 2006 
AT THE MONKSTON PAVILLION, MONKSTON, MILTON KEYNES.

1. Apologies for absence.

The Chairman, Cllr. Laws, welcomed to the meeting members of the Council and the Clerk. Members present were Cllrs. Ferrans, Balchin, Eastman, Cockram and Mrs. Cockram.
Apologies were given from Cllr Maudsley.  
Cllr Sam Crooks arrived part way through the meeting.
The Chairman also welcomed Lisa Emmanuel, Isabella Fraser (both to present Safer Neighbourhoods), Tom Fraser, and Rob Ward, Emma Hoskings, Mary (Youth Worker) and Charles (Youth Worker) (attending the meeting to introduce the Youth Workers to the Councillors)

2. Declaration of interest
None.
3. Public Open session
No public presence at the meeting. No public items raised. 
4. Guest speakers
Rob Ward introduced Mary and Charles to the Councillors.  This was Mary and Charles’ very first day in the role of Youth Worker for the Kents Hill and Monkston Parish Council.  The Councillors welcomed Mary and Charles.  Rob Ward explained that they are keen to build solid foundations, to get to know the issues within the Parish, and carefully think through the issues.  Councillor Laws confirmed that the Councillors look forward to working with the Youth Workers, and commented that he felt that they were skilled and well experienced to benefit the Parish.  Councillor Laws suggested that the Youth Workers’ work would be a key component of the work towards Safer Neighbourhoods.  Councillor Laws thanked the visitors for attending the meeting.
Councillor Laws welcomed Councillor Isabella Fraser and Lisa Emmanuel, who presented the Safer Neighbourhoods programme to the Council.  They confirmed that the roll out plan for the programme would be published in the next 2 weeks.
Lisa Emmanuel gave insight into particularly successful programmes in Stony Stratford, Bletchley and Bradwell and mentioned the mobile facilities of the Energiser Bus and the Coffee Bus (mobile disco) for young people.

Lisa Emmanuel offered to contact the Police on the Parish Council’s behalf through the partnership, and request a report to be provided to the Parish Council for review at each meeting.

Action:  Lisa Emmanuel to make contact with Police and request regular reporting to be forwarded to the Clerk.

Action:  Clerk to keep Lisa Emmanuel updated of any issues regarding the Police.

Action: Clerk to keep Lisa Emmanuel updated as to developments within the Parish.

Isabella Fraser mentioned the powers afforded by Quality Council status which would be to set the precept accordingly to foster the wellbeing of the community.

Action:  Clerk to request further detail of Quality Council application.

Councillor Laws thanked both Lisa and Councillor Fraser for attending the meeting.

5. Approval of the minutes of the last meeting
Cllr Balchin proposed that the minutes should be signed and this was seconded by Cllr Ferrans.  The minutes of the meeting of 4th September 2006 were duly signed as a true record of the meeting.

6. Minutes of the last meeting

There were no matters arising from the Minutes of the last Meeting.
7. Projects Update:

7.1 Drinking Control Area
Signs have been ordered for each of the access routes into the Kents Hill and Monkston Parish.  Awaiting implementation.

7.2 School Holiday Play Schemes

The Councillors discussed the report forwarded by the Clerk from MKPA, reviewing the school holiday play schemes in the summer.  The Councillors agreed that this was an excellent report and a great insight into the success of the play sessions.
Action:  Clerk to contact Steve Harrison and request that he attends the next meeting for discussion on Play Sessions for 2006/07.

Cllr Ferrans suggested that the Youth Workers might be able to devise something for the next age group.

7.4 3 new dog bins

7.5 3 new litter bins

7.7       Parkland seats

Action: Clerk to provide quotations after final selection at the December meeting for approval by the Councillors.

7.8 Newsletter
Next edition will be January 2007.  

Action:  Clerk to contact Maria Greenhill to request editorial piece.
Councillor Eastman prepared to leave the meeting at 8.45 pm.

Councillor Laws requested Councillor Eastman’s assistance with the following:

Bedgeberry Place

Action:  Cllr Eastman to provide information as to what is planned here.

Tesco trolleys

Action:  Cllr Eastman to speak with Tesco store manager to remove trolleys from the Parish and to attend the next meeting.

Monkston Park Play Park Petition
Councillor Eastman reported that he is supporting residents in Monkston Park to petition English Partnerships on the issue of the play park in Monkston Park and the anti-social behaviour in this area. 

Grass Crete in Monkston

Action:  Cllr Eastman to enquire as to why MKC reported grass crete may not be sited in this area.

Parking Grant of £15,000

Action: Cllr Eastman to follow up visits to the Parish in regard to the £15,000 parking grant.

Councillor Eastman left the meeting at 8.55 pm.
Councillor Crooks arrived at the meeting.

7.28 Grant giving

Action: Item to be removed from the projects work in progress report.  Grant application form is now available on the website and may be changed where required.

7.29 Newsletters – Advertising

Action:  Clerk to remove item from the projects work in progress report as this should be covered by 7.8 Newsletters.

8. Year of Localities

Cllr Laws reported back on a meeting he attended which was the launch event of the Year of Localities.  He suggested that there were some positive initiatives offered through this programme, however it would be appropriate to revisit opportunities once feedback from the questionnaire had been presented and digested.

Action: Clerk to include this item on the agenda for the January Parish Meeting.
9.
Financial Statements and Appeals for Funding
9a)
Appeals for funding

Thames Valley and Chiltern Air Ambulance Trust.  
It was suggested and agreed to contact the organisation and to request statistics of utilisation for the Milton Keynes area, as well as to suggest that an application for a matched funding project would be considered by the Parish Council.

Action:  Clerk to contact Thames Valley and Chiltern Air Ambulance Trust.

Milton Keynes Bereavement Service

Clerk presented the application from the MK Bereavement Service.  The Councillors discussed that the Parish had funded this organisation in the past and the application was only 25% of the required funds.  It was proposed by Cllr Janice Cockram to provide a grant to the value of £400.
Action:  Clerk to contact Milton Keynes Bereavement Service.
Grandparents’ Support Group

Clerk presented the application from the Grandparents’ Support Group for funding of £21 to support the establishment of meetings for this organisation.  Cllr Balchin proposed that the Parish Council provide this grant, and Cllr Ferrans seconded the motion.

Action:  Clerk to contact the Grandparents’ Support Group.

9b) 
Forecast 2006/07 and Budget Year to Date

The Clerk presented a spreadsheet detailing the budget allocated to each project area for 2006/07, the budgetary spend year to date against each item and the forecasted spend against each project area at year end. The Clerk also detailed the year to date spend and the forecasted spend in percentage terms.  The report included the following information, as well as notes to each project area (where appropriate) and recommendations for precept 2006/07:

	 
	Budget 05/06
	Actual spend YTD 
	YTD to Budget
	Forecast to end March 07
	Forecast to Budget

	Clerks' salary
	3250.00
	2424.36
	105%
	4603.56
	184%

	General admin and expenses
	 
	985.97
	 
	1369.32
	 

	Room hire
	70.00
	84.00
	120%
	144.00
	206%

	Newsletter publishing and delivery
	2200.00
	1036.00
	47%
	2072.00
	94%

	Website costs
	200.00
	119.40
	60%
	321.90
	161%

	Clerk and Councillor training
	200.00
	0.00
	0%
	0.00
	0%

	Dog bins and litter bins emptying
	3500.00
	1951.40
	56%
	5000.00
	143%

	Memberships
	100.00
	515.58
	516%
	515.58
	516%

	Insurance
	250.00
	586.49
	235%
	586.49
	235%

	Auditor services
	400.00
	120.00
	30%
	120.00
	30%

	Parkland seats
	900.00
	0.00
	0%
	1035.00
	115%

	3 dog bins
	800.00
	0.00
	0%
	524.00
	66%

	3 litter bins
	500.00
	0.00
	0%
	901.00
	180%

	Play sessions
	10000.00
	7427.70
	74%
	7427.70
	74%

	Grants
	4000.00
	2500.00
	63%
	3300.00
	83%

	Teen shelter
	3000.00
	0.00
	0%
	0.00
	0%

	Youth workers
	10500.00
	0.00
	0%
	4166.59
	40%

	Total
	39870.00
	17750.90
	45%
	32087.14
	80%


9c) 
VAT Claim
The Clerk reported that she had not yet completed the VAT Claim, but would action this as soon as possible.

Action: Clerk to action the VAT Claim.

9d)
Bank Statement

The Clerk presented the bank statement as follows:

Balance as at 31st October 2006
(Current)

£16,636.09

Balance as at 31st October 2006
(Deposit)

£15,277.32

Total bank balance: 




£31,931.41




After the proposed payments are made, the balances will be as follows:

Balance (Current)




£14,666.47

Balance (Deposit)




£15,277.32

Total bank balance:




£29,943.79

9e)
Proposal – transfer of funds

Due to the high balance in the current account, the Clerk proposed that £9,000 is transferred from the Current Account to the Deposit Account to ensure the Council achieves optimum interest levels on the funds. This action was proposed by Cllr Janice Cockram and seconded by Cllr Ray Cockram.
Action:  Clerk to affect this transfer accordingly.
9f)
Payments
The following invoices were prepared for payment on or after 5th September and up to 5th November 2006.
	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque number

	A H Contracts
	263.67
	118

	UHY Hacker Young
	141.00
	119

	Amanda Wilmot (salary, use of office, expenses) August, September, October 2006
	1172.97
	120

	Hostway
	70.15
	183

	A H Contracts
	321.83
	184

	Amanda Wilmot (reimbursement of payment made to JCS Ltd for Tamtorque clips)
	136.81
	185

	TOTAL
	£ 2,106.43    
	


It was proposed by Cllr Balchin that the council made these payments. This was seconded by Cllr Janice Cockram. 
10.
Correspondence received and correspondence sent.

Correspondence received and correspondence sent was reviewed by the Councillors.
10.11
Local Area Agreement

Cllr Ferrans presented a report on this programme.  It was agreed that Cllr Ferrans would circulate the associated information regarding the various categories of this programme to the Councillors for discussion in the January Parish Council meeting.
Action:  Cllr Ferrans to circulate information to the Councillors.

11.
Planning

The planning report was presented and there were no items of concern.
It was agreed that the meeting should continue after 10.00pm to complete all items on the agenda.

12. Councillors’ reports
Cllr Cockram and Cllr Janice Cockram reported their feedback from the PCSO presentation, the Neighbourhood Action Group meeting and Allotments Transfer meeting.  
Cllr Balchin confirmed that he would be resigning as a Councillor from January 2007 as he will be moving out of the Parish.

13. Next meetings

4th December 2006 in Kents Hill - to review the findings from the Parish Questionnaire.

8th January 2007 in Kents Hill – Parish Meeting.

There being no additional business, the meeting closed at 10.25pm.
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