MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 4th SEPTEMBER 2006 
AT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING, MILTON KEYNES.

1. Apologies for absence.

The Chairman, Cllr. Laws, welcomed to the meeting members of the Council and the Clerk. Members present were Cllrs. Ferrans, Balchin, Cockram and Mrs. Cockram.
Apologies were given from Cllr Maudsley.  
Cllr Derek Eastman and Cllr Sam Crooks arrived shortly after the start of the meeting.
2. Declaration of interest
None.
3. Public Open session
No public presence at the meeting. No public items raised. 
4. Guest speakers
Vanessa Wilson from the Thames Valley Police was invited to attend the meeting; however she did not attend nor reply to the many invitations.

Action:  Clerk to invite Vanessa Wilson to the January 2007 meeting.

5. Approval of Minutes from the last Meetings
Cllr Ferrans proposed that the minutes should be signed and this was seconded by Cllr Cockram.  The minutes of the meeting of 7th August 2006 were duly signed as a true record of the meeting.

6. Matters arising from the Minutes of the last Meeting.
None. 
7. Projects Update:

7.1
Drinking Control Area
Update regarding progress required.

Action:  Clerk to contact Phil Winsor to request status. 
7.2       School Holiday Play schemes
It was commented that the Kents Hill play scheme was not as well attended as the play scheme in Monkston.  Next year it would be useful to promote the play schemes at the high schools as well as the primary/first schools.
Action:  Clerk to promote play schemes to high schools as well as primary/first schools.

Action:  Clerk to invite Milton Keynes Play Association to a meeting in the future (2007).
7.4
3 new dog bins
Received quotation from AH Contracts for installing dog bins, litter bins and parkland seat.  Still awaiting feedback from MKC as to permission of siting these in the Kents Hill and Monkston Parish.

Action:  Clerk to follow up with MKC.
Positioning of the new dog bins discussed and agreed as follows:

1. Monkston.  At the point that Lindisfarne red way meets Lanercost Crescent.

2. Kents Hill.  On the bridleway, near the footpath into Crowborough Lane.
3. Monkston.  On the red way, just north of Kents Hill roundabout, near the slope down into Monkston Park. 
7.5
3 new litter bins
Positioning of the new litter bins discussed and agreed as follows:
1. Monkston.  Where the Teen Shelter was planned to be positioned, on Blanchlands Circle on the playing fields, adjacent to the footpath emerging from the play area.

2. Kents Hill.  Adjacent to the kick-about area near the Kents Hill sports pavilion.

7.6 Parkland seats

Positioning of the parkland seats discussed and agreed as follows:

1. Kents Hill.  On the sports field on Frithwood Crescent near the red way, facing the park.

2. Monkston.  Next to the Parish Council notice board and post box, on Lindisfarne Drive, facing inwards.
7.9 2 Part Time Youth Workers

Signed contract sent to Rob Ward at MKC.  Awaiting feedback.

Action:  Clerk to follow up with Rob Ward.

7.11       Home Development
Cllr Cockram reported that he spoke to MK central police regarding the traffic congestion around this area.  Crime number provided, however no response so far.  Slight improvement has been noticed in the congestion in the area as the work is nearing completion.

Clerk reported that she has written to the MK police to report this as congestion of highways.  No response received to date.

7.12      MK Landscape Adoption
Cllr Crooks and Cllr Eastman agreed to speak to MK Council about the MK Landscape Adoptions in the Parish to expedite action.  

Action:  Cllrs Crooks and Eastman to speak to MK Council to expedite.
Clerk requested to write to English Partnerships, who will, in turn, contact the developers to expedite adoption.  Clerk to also ask why some parts of the bridle paths seen to have been adopted and other parts have not (according to the maintenance of the bridle path).  Cllr Ferrans to provide outline of which areas are in question and whom to contact.
Should this not provide acceptable response, Clerk requested to contact the Land Registry to confirm adoption position.
Action:  Cllr Ferrans to provide Clerk with information above.

Action:  Clerk to write to English Partnerships.  

Action:  Clerk to contact Land Registry should a suitable outcome not be received.
7.13      Increase number of Parish Councillors

A response has been received from John Moffoot to Clerk’s request for increased numbers of Parish Councillors.  Any action will be subject to the meeting on 8th September (Parish Boundary Review).
Action:  Clerk to circulate this response and to pursue with Cllr Laws/John Moffoot.

7.16 Cleaner Neighbourhood and Environment Act

The Councillors reported that increasing amounts of litter is strewn around the Parish, particularly in the areas adjacent to the fast food outlets at Kingston Centre.  The litter invites rats to the area.  It was discussed and agreed that the Parish Council should commence action against large stores (litter abatement order) to improve the situation.
Action:  Clerk to contact Mike Gallaway, member of Wolverton Town Council, to ascertain how to go about this.
Cllrs agreed the Youth Workers could work with local schools to raise awareness of litter and how it is caused.  Potential for an art project or inclusion in PSHE sessions.

Action:  Clerk to include this idea for Youth Workers’ employment.

Awareness of litter problem to be raised in the newsletter.

Action:  Cllr Laws to include this in the next newsletter.

7.24 Draft Young Persons Housing Strategy

Action:  Clerk to take this item off the projects report (work in progress file).
7.25 Grass Crete and Parking

Grass Crete.  Carried forward from last meeting.  Cllr Eastman contact MKC and enquire why response to grass crete in the area was negative and for which reasons this was so.

Action:  Cllr Eastman to provide feedback at the next meeting.

Cllr Crooks left the meeting at 9.00pm.
8. Safer Neighbourhoods – questionnaire
Questionnaire completed and Clerk to send this to Stephanie Monks.

Action:  Clerk to respond to Stephanie Monks.
9. Urban Parish Vacancy 
- Safer neighbourhoods delivery group

Cllrs suggested and agreed that Steve Coventry would be suitable nomination for this delivery group.

Action:  Clerk to respond accordingly.
- Clean neighbourhoods delivery group
       Cllrs agreed that Cllr Cockram is the Parish Council’s representative to this group.
10. Internal audit – action plan

Action plan (appendix A) from the internal audit discussed and agreed as follows:

	Para.
	Recommendation
	Categorisation
	Parish Council Comment
	Implementation date and officer responsible

	2.2.4
	It is recommended that all cheque book stubs should be evidenced as signed by two appropriate signatories.  

An adjustment of the cash book balance should be made to take account of the payment to BALC, included both in this year and 2005.
	Significant
	In place.
Completed.
	Clerk, 04/09/06
Clerk, 04/09/06

	2.2.5
	It is recommended that if VAT refunds are due, that the calculation be made and included in the accounts as a debtor.
Additionally, the VAT debtor dating back to 2004 should be correctly accounted for.
	Significant
	To do by end October 2006.
Completed.
	Clerk – end October 2006.
Clerk, 04/09/06

	2.2.6
	The appropriate powers should be recorded against all expenditure.
	Merits attention
	In place.
	Clerk, 04/09/06

	2.3.2
	The paper entitled ‘Management of Business and Risk Assessment’ should be dated.
	Merits attention
	To do by end September 2006.
	Clerk- end Sept 2006.

	2.4.1
	It is recommended that an explanation be given as to why the precept figure of £30500.00 agreed by the Parish Council differs from that published in ‘infact’.
	Merits attention
	It was agreed by email between Councillors that the precept was presented as proposed.  Parish Clerk of the time was poorly prepared for the precept meeting and budget proposal.  Clerk has since been dismissed. Item complete.   
	Chair of Parish Council, 04/09/06.

	2.4.3
	It is recommended that the Annual Return be amended to reflect the correct figures.
	Significant
	Completed at audit submission.
	Clerk, 04/09/06

	2.9.1
	It is recommended that the bank reconciliation be adjusted to show the unpresented cheque of £50.00.
	Merits attention
	Completed at audit submission.
	Clerk, 04/09/06

	2.9.3
	See 2.9.1
	
	
	

	2.10.4
	It is recommended that the Debtor for VAT be considered and the error brought forward be corrected.
	Significant
	Completed at audit submission.
	Clerk, 04/09/06


11. Local Area Agreement

Cllr Ferrans attended meeting and wishes to provide a report to the Parish Councillors.  Cllr Ferrans to prepare a report for a future meeting.
Action:  Cllr Ferrans to provide a report on the Local Area Agreement meeting and status of progress so far.
12. Questionnaire – responses update

Clerk to collate information from responses received so far.  A meeting is to be held in December to discuss the outcomes of the questionnaire research.

Action:  Clerk to collate responses for presentation and discussion at December meeting.
13. Parking in Kents Hill and Monkston

Cllr Eastman has £15,000 for parking.  He suggests that this would be usefully employed in the Middleton and Monkston wards.  Cllr Eastman to arrange for Richard Townend to view potential locations in Monkston where grass crete or a parking lay-by could be implemented.  

Action:  Cllr Eastman to arrange for Richard Townend to visit potential locations in Monkston and provide feedback.
14. Monkston Park

- Status update

Still awaiting plans for Monkston Park District Centre.  Clerk to provide feedback to residents as soon as plan has been received.  Clerk to ask for the plan for landscaping of Monkston Park and the pathway plans.

Action:  Clerk to request plan for landscaping of Monkston Park and the pathway plans.

Action:  Clerk to respond to residents as soon as plans for the District Centre are received.

- Temporary Surfacing of Queensbury Lane

Stephen Gillions replied that the surfacing of Queensbury Lane, Colindale Street, Goldhawke and Plaistow Crescent would not be commenced for some time.   

Action:  Clerk to send a letter top English Partnerships to request temporary surfacing and repairs in the meantime (contact Andy Pearson) as a matter of urgency.

15. Residents’ Contacts

Mr King contacted Clerk regarding potential lighting of the parking area behind his home in Blanchlands Circle.  It has since been confirmed that this area is privately owned and therefore the Parish Council would not be able to assist with lighting.

Allotments.  J Clarke and J Cook have contacted both the Clerk and Cllr Eastman requesting an allotment on Monkston.

Action:  Cllr Eastman to refer the residents to the Clerk for further action.

Action:  Clerk to respond to residents to offer waiting list for Kents Hill allotments.

Action:  Clerk to contact Maggie Patterson advising that a number of residents have shown interest in allotments for Monkston.  Enquire as to designation of the land in this area.

Action:  Cllr Laws to include information in the next Parish newsletter on allotment provision and how to apply for an allotment allocation.

16. Kingston Issues – trolleys

Councillors reported that trolleys are now abandoned in a wide area around the Parish.  The current system of trolley retrieval is not working.  Councillors confirmed understanding that the Tesco Extra at Kingston policy of providing trolleys without a coin locking system is not Tesco’s policy nationwide.
Action:  Clerk to write to General Manager at Tesco lodging a complaint, and suggesting that he/she comes into the neighbourhood at least once per week to collect the abandoned trolleys.

Councillor Eastman left the meeting at 9.30pm.
17.  Financial Statements and Appeals for funding
a. Appeals for funding
	     Date received
	Requestor
	Purpose
	Amount

	29/08/06
	Ice Gems 
	Attending trip in America to further develop the squad
	£ TBA


The application was reviewed by the Councillors.  It was agreed that the application should be declined as a) the request contributed to operational costs for running the group and b) the group is not based in the Parish Council area.

Action:  Clerk to write to the requestor and decline.

b. Bank statement
The Clerk presented the bank statement as follows:

Balance as at 31st August 2006

(Current)

£  4,049.29

Balance as at 31st August 2006    
(Deposit)

£15,231.47

Total bank balance: 





£ 19,280.76



She commented that the balance for the current account, once payments (detailed below) are paid would be £2,701.09.  The Clerk suggested that it would be sensible to propose to transfer funds from the deposit account to the current account at next meeting.
Action:  Clerk to propose funding transfer at next meeting.
c. Payments
The following payments were made on or after 7th August and up to 3rd September 2006.
	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque number

	Hostway Ltd
	11.69
	113

	Amanda Wilmot £426.76 Balance of hours worked June and July 06 + Expenses £84.53
	511.29
	114

	BALC Subscriptions 2006/07
	515.58
	115

	A H Contracts
	285.64
	116

	Monkston Community Centre
	24.00
	117

	TOTAL
	£ 1,348.20    
	


It was proposed by Cllr Janice Cockram that the Parish Council make these payments.  This was seconded by Cllr Balchin. 
18. Correspondence received and Correspondence sent 
Correspondence received and correspondence sent was reviewed by the Councillors.
44. Reallocation of reserved sites.  Cllr Laws, not Cllr Ferrans, will follow up with Taylor Woodrow and Ms Le Surf at MKC. 
Action:  Clerk to amend this on the report.

Action:  Cllr Laws to follow up.

1. Health and Safety measures – grass verge cutting and spraying.  The Clerk asked Cllr Cockram for exact locations where inappropriate health and safety measures were sighted.  Cllr Cockram reported the verge cutting incidents were on Standing Way between Marlborough Street and Watling Street.  The spraying incident was in several locations on Standing Way, operated by Vincent Landscapes.

13.  Waste Development – preferred options.  It was agreed that the Councillors would complete the surveys individually.
Action:  All Councillors to respond to the Waste Development survey individually.

14.  MKPA Training Calendar.  To be passed to the Youth Workers.

Action:  Clerk to provide to Youth Workers.
20.  Neighbourhood Policing presentation 14th September.  Cllrs Cockram and Janice Cockram to attend on behalf of the Parish Council.

Action:  Cllrs Cockram and Janice Cockram to attend.
22. Racial Equality Council – presentation.  Councillors agreed that a presentation from the REC would be useful.  Suggested for the March 2007 meeting.  23 nationalities represented within the Parish.

Action: Clerk to add to agenda plan.

25.  Milton Keynes Synthetic Turf Provision Review.  Survey form passed to Cllr Laws for completion by 13/10/06.

Action:  Cllr Laws to complete the survey and return by 13/10/06.

41.  Parishes Assembly – discussion points.  No discussion points were raised by the Councillors.

Action:  Clerk to respond accordingly.

43.  Resident contact – Toddler Group enquiry. Cllr Laws requested that the Clerk email the contact details to him.
Action:  Clerk to email Cllr Laws with the information.

19. Planning

The planning report was presented and there were no items of concern.
20. Councillors’ reports
Cllr Cockram and Cllr Janice Cockram raised concerns over Bedgeberry Place and dumping/fly tipping.  There are currently bunk beds, mattresses, laminated flooring etc. in this area.  This has been reported to MKC and Midsummer Housing.
Cllr Laws asked Cllr Cockram if he would check the width of the available land around the Care Home to see whether there would be enough room for a pathway.  

Action: Cllr Cockram to check and to advise Cllr Laws.

21. Next meetings

6th November 2006 in Monkston 
It was agreed to move the meeting scheduled for 15th January 2007 to:
8th January 2007
7.30pm

Kents Hill 

Additional meetings were scheduled as follows:


5th February 2007
7.30pm

Monkston – to discuss the precept only


4th December 2006
7.30pm

Kents Hill – to review responses to the questionnaire
Action:  Cllr Laws to make appropriate amendments and arrangements for the Kents Hill meeting venue.

Action:  Clerk to make appropriate amendments and arrangements for the Monkston meeting venue.

Action:  Clerk to prepare agendas and guest speakers for appropriate meetings accordingly.
There being no additional business, the meeting closed at 10.05pm.
Minutes Parish Meeting 04.09.06
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