MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 7th AUGUST 2006 
AT MONKSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE, MONKSTON, MILTON KEYNES.

1. The Chairman, Cllr. Laws, welcomed to the meeting members of the Council, two visitors (Cllr Derek Eastman and Cllr Sam Crooks) and the Clerk. Members present were Cllrs. Ferrans, Cockram and Mrs. Cockram.  
Apologies were given from Cllr Balchin and Cllr Maudsley.  
2. Declaration of interest:
None.
3. Public Open session:
No public presence at the meeting. No public items raised. 
4.  Approval of Minutes from the last Meetings:

The minutes of the meeting of 3rd July 2006 were duly signed as a true record of the meeting.

The minutes of the quorum meeting on 13/07/06 were duly signed as a true record of the meeting.  The minutes highlighted the closure of the financial accounts for year 2005/06.  A variance regarding the financial accounts has since been identified by the internal auditor and the Clerk.  This is detailed in minute point 15.

5. Matters arising from the Minutes of the last Meeting.
The previous minutes stated that Cllr Cockram would attend the forthcoming meeting on Cleaner Neighbourhoods and Environment. Cllr Cockram stated that he did not attend, but would attend future meetings. 
Action:  Cllr Cockram will attend Cleaner Neighbourhoods and Environment meetings in future. 
6. Projects Update:

6.2       MK Play Association – Play Schemes
Attendance at Play Schemes has been variable.  MK Play Association to provide a report after the sessions to give feedback on attendance and success of these events. 

Action:  Clerk to follow up with MK Play Association once Play Sessions have been completed. 
6.4       3 new dog bins
Dog bins required in Monkston Park (bottom of the slope), one in Kingston (Brinklow roundabout) and one at top end of Monkston (footpath along Brickhill Street/Tewkesbury Lane).  

Action:  Clerk to contact AH Contracts to install according to specific locations.  Clerk to provide quotation for installation of seats and litter bins to next meeting. 
6.5  
3 new litter bins

Litter bins required in kick-about area, Frithwood Crescent (by the seat, overlooking the play area), and one in Monkston.

Action:  Cllr J Cockram to specify the bins to be sited, and to liaise with the Clerk.

Action:  Clerk to establish permission to site litter bins and seats.
6.8    
2 part-time Youth Workers 

The Clerk presented the contract for 2 part-time Youth Workers to work within the Parish.  This had been circulated to the Councillors.  The Councillors were in agreement that the contract should be duly signed.  This was proposed by Cllr Cockram, seconded by Cllr Ferrans, and Cllr Laws signed the contract. 
It was proposed that the Council would need to prioritise projects pursued by the Youth Workers, and it was expressed that the Youth Workers would need to work in the school holidays.  This should be negotiated for 2007.
It was agreed that payments would be made according to the contract, and that all payments will be recorded at the appropriate (following) meeting.
Action:  Clerk to forward contract to Rob Ward to progress the Youth Workers’ employment. 
6.10  
H8 Standing Way Crossover
Cllr Cockram notified the Council that he may appear in the publication Focus relating to an editorial piece on the closure of the H8.  This was agreed by the Councillors.

Cllr Cockram commented that the traffic redirected from the closure to use Wadhurst Lane, past the school, would be heavy and increased risk on the blind corner would be a result.

Clerk to respond to MKC, thanking for the opportunity to comment on the proposed closure, and confirming that the Parish Council fully supports the closure of this gap.  Concerns regarding Wadhurst Lane and Waltham Drive, and clear traffic warning signs would be necessary.  Clerk to request sight of the proposal on signage for this initiative. 
Action:  Clerk to contact Milton Keynes Council.
Action:  Clerk to circulate copies of the plans to all Councillors.
6.11 Care Home Development

The Councillors commented that the congestion around this construction area is worsening.  Planning and Development Control has responded that this is out of their jurisdiction.  
Action:  Clerk to write a letter to the police for obstruction of highways.

Action:  Cllr Cockram to contact the police by telephone.
6.12 Milton Keynes Landscape Adoption
Action:  Clerk to write to Taylor Woodrow (Cllr Ferrans has contact details) requesting an on-site meeting to discuss the stretches of land not receiving care and attention, not yet handed back to English Partnerships and adopted as reserved sites.

Action:  Cllr Laws to print off plans and Cllr Cockram to review the plans for the Kents Hill area. 
6.13 Increase number of Parish Councillors

A discussion took place regarding increasing the number of Parish Councillors for the area.  It was agreed that representation was required for the Monkston Park area.  Having considered the representation for the population in the Kents Hill and Monkston Parish compared to representation in other areas.  It was agreed that there is a growing need for representation, and the number of households and proposed number of Councillors was unanimously agreed as follows:

Households
Proposed number of 

Current number of Councillors


Councillors
Monkston

2396



5



3

Kents Hill

1666

  

4



3

Monkston Park

352 (growing to 900)

2



0

Therefore 5 new Councillors would be required.  A motion was carried that the proposed number of Councillors above would be presented at the Boundary Review discussions. 

Cllr Ferrans proposed that the number of Councillors be increased in the existing ward of Monkston and Monkston Park in their own rights (Councillors specifically allocated to Monkston or Monkston Park), however in the interim (while Monkston and Monkston Park are considered as one ward) the increase in number of Councillors should be a combined total of 7 for this area.  It was proposed by Cllr J Cockram that the Councillor strength is increased by 5 and the re-warding of the Parish be completed later.  This was seconded by Cllr Ferrans.

Action:  Clerk to write to John Moffat requesting the increase of Councillor representatives for the Parish.
6.15 Teen Shelter 

Project to be removed from the work in progress file.  This project is complete. 
Action:  Clerk to remove project. 
6.16 Cleaner Neighbourhoods and Environment Act

Cllr Cockram did not attend the meeting as planned.  

Action:  Cllr Cockram to provide information at next meeting.
6.18   
MK2031 
Project to be removed from the work in progress file.  This project is complete. 

Action:  Clerk to remove project. 

6.19/6.20/6.23  Safer Neighbourhoods, Safer Communities, MK Community Safety Partnership
These two items are included in one project.

Action:  Clerk to combine these projects on the work in progress file.

6.22 Parish Boundary Review 
Cllr Laws will attend the meeting on 8th September 2006. 
Action:  Cllr Laws to attend meeting and provide feedback.
6.24  
Draft Young Persons Housing Strategy 2007-2010

The Councillors considered this item in accordance with the request for comment from the Parish Councils.  The Councillors had a wide ranging discussion and tabled a number of ideas:
a) The needs of the 16-20 age group will be different to other age groups for various reasons.  It was agreed that the Council’s suggestion of warden assisted accommodation is commendable.
b) The Kents Hill and Monkston Parish is not best suited to this type of accommodation due to lack of the appropriate places of employment, transportation links and amenities for this age group.

c) Affordable housing would need to be consistently maintained as affordable housing (an initiative to protect the house price/value to maintain its ‘affordable’ status).
Action:  Clerk to respond accordingly.

6.25  Monkston Park - update
Cllr Ferrans updated the Councillors on progress being made with Monkston Park.

Action:  Cllr Ferrans to circulate the meeting report to all Councillors. 
6.26       Grass Crete
The Clerk reported that MKC Highways is not prepared to set a president for Grass Crete in the Parish.  

Cllr Eastman offered to contact Tony Hunt to further the application.  

Action:  Cllr Eastman will send a letter to Tony Hunt to ask why this standpoint has been taken and to understand the underlying issues. 

6.28 Grant giving – MK Bereavement Services
Grant application form is being revised.  Once this is finalised it should be sent to MK Bereavement Services.

Action:  Clerk to complete the form for Cllr Laws’ review.

6.29 Newsletters

Correspondence has been received expressing interest in advertising in the Parish Council newsletter/on the Parish Council website.  The Councillors proposed and agreed that the cost of advertising for the website would be £50 per year.  It was also agreed that there would not be advertising space available in the newsletter (printed copy).

Action:  Clerk to respond accordingly.
7.0 Draft Young Persons Housing Strategy
This agenda point was discussed under the Project Review agenda point (point 6.24). 
8.0 Mini Motos 
The information provided by MKC regarding Mini Motos was included in the newsletter.  There was no further discussion on this point. 
9.0 Parish Boundary Review
A meeting is scheduled for 8th September 2006.  This agenda point was debated under the Projects Update agenda point (point 6.22 and 6.13). 

10.0
Clerk Working Hours
Cllr Laws confirmed that on appointment of the Clerk, it was agreed that progress made and workload/number of hours worked would be reviewed.

The Clerk reported that she worked 37 hours in the month of June and 60 hours in the month of July.  This was the ‘handover’ phase and also significant work was committed to the audit for 2005/06. 

The Councillors reviewed the increasing workload of the Clerk, due to the activities within the Parish, and it was proposed and agreed that:

a) the Clerk will be paid the hours worked over and above the contracted 25 hours for the handover period (12 hours for June and 35 hours for July)

b) the Clerk will be contracted to work 40 hours per month(increase of 15 hours per month)

c) the hours worked should be flexible.  Where fewer hours are worked in any month, the hours will be carried forward to the next month to be worked.  Where more hours are worked in any month, the additional hours worked will be paid subject to presentation of timesheets. 
Action:  Cllr Laws to revise the Clerk’s contract and forward to the Clerk. 
11.0      Monkston Park Update

This agenda point was discussed under the Project Review agenda point (point 6.25).

12.0 Neighbourhood Watch Groups
It was proposed and agreed that representatives from the police and the Neighbourhood Watch organisation are invited to present at the next meeting on 4th September 2006.
Action:  Clerk to contact the police (Vanessa Wilson) and Neighbourhood Watch representatives inviting them to the next Parish Council Meeting. 

Action:  Cllr Ferrans to provide the Clerk with contact details for these individuals.

13.0 Parish Council Structure
This agenda point was discussed under the Project Review agenda point (point 6.13).

14.0 Future Meetings – Guests

It was agreed that the police and Neighbourhood Watch representatives will be invited to the next meeting on 4th September 2006, and Stephanie Monks, from the Safer Communities project will be invited to the November meeting.

Action:  Clerk to send invitations.
15.0 Financial Statements and Appeals for funding

a) Appeals for funding

There were not any applications for funding to be reviewed.

b) Bank statement
The bank statement was presented as follows:

Balance as at 31st July 2006
(Current)

£11,927.82

Balance as at 1st July 2006
(Deposit)

£15,210.55

Total bank balance: 



£27,138.37

The Clerk reported that the current account bank balance would be £4,080.69 once all proposed payments are made.  This brings the total bank statements to £19,291.24.

c) Payments
The following payments were made on or after 4th July and up to 6th August 2006.
	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque number

	New Bradwell Reprographics (newsletter Jan)
	96.00
	103

	Kents Hill School
	2500.00
	104

	Hostway Ltd
	11.69
	105

	Milton Keynes Play Association (Easter)
	1100.40
	106

	J & C Ltd (distribution of newsletter/questionnaire)
	340.75
	108

	New Bradwell Reprographics (newsletter summer)
	685.00
	109

	Milton Keynes Play Association (summer)
	6327.30
	110

	Amanda Wilmot (salary and expenses)
	527.21
	111

	AH Contracts
	307.62
	112

	TOTAL
	11,895.97
	


It was requested that the Clerk provide a budget/forecast/actual YTD report on the budgeted projects for the November meeting.  This will then be included in the newsletter and on the website.
Action:  Clerk to prepare budget/forecast/actual YTD report to review progress.
d)
Audit Status
The Clerk presented the internal audit report to all Councillors.  The Clerk reported that following the internal audit, variances in the financial accounts to those originally presented and the audit form was then amended accordingly (totalling £1194.96) to include the following:
Cheque 175 

07/11/05
£50.00

Not presented

Cheque 145 

22/04/05
£480.06 
Double counted

Brought forward VAT 

Debtor from 2004


£664.90
Accounts overstated by this amount

These variations have now been accounted for on the form, and the form submitted is accurate and correct.  

Copies of the revised form were available to all Councillors.

It was concluded that the balances brought forward from 31/03/05 were not correct, suggesting that an error in a previous financial year’s records.  This has been found, through retracing the books, to be a VAT debtor from 2004, carried forward to the following year.

The Councillors accepted the revised financial accounts.  It was agreed that the internal audit report should be tabled at the next meeting as an agenda point for review.
Action:  Clerk to add the internal audit report action plan as agenda point for the September meeting.
It was agreed that the internal auditor should receive Marks and Spencer vouchers to the value of £60 as an ex-gratia payment.

Action:  Clerk to buy vouchers and to send to Chris Davies, internal auditor.
16.0
Correspondence received and correspondence sent
Correspondence received and correspondence sent was reviewed according to the correspondence report.
The Councillors agreed to continue the meeting at 10.00pm to complete the agenda.

17.0
Planning

Planning Applications Approved

	Application number
	Planning for
	At address
	Status
	Date received

	06/00612/FUL
	Two Storey Rear Extension
	8 Tunbridge Grove, Kents Hill
	Permit
	13/07/06

	06/00820/FUL
	Single Storey Side Extension
	1 Knox Bridge, Kents Hill
	Permit
	13/07/06

	06/00808/FUL
	Two Storey Side Extension
	47 Kilwinning Drive, Monkston
	Permit
	24/07/06


No comments were offered.
Licensing Applications

	Application number
	Application for
	At address
	Status

	EH/091039
	Provision of late night refreshment between 23.00 and 05.00 Monday to Sunday; 

Extend to hours for the sale of alcohol for consumption on and off the premises to 24 hours;

Provision of regulated entertainment Monday to Sunday 09.00 to 02.00.
	Compass Services UK Limited, Swallow House, Timbold Drive, Kents Hill
	Variation application


Action:  Clerk to put forward objection to the licensing application, and explain that the Parish Council is invoking a Drinking Control Area, which will subject all individuals to the law accordingly. 
18.0
Councillors’ reports
Cllr Ferrans referred to the Play Grant Money (point 19 on the Correspondence report).  Councillors requested that the Clerk writes to Sue Payne, responding that a Youth Worker will be starting work within the Parish shortly and this may present an opportunity to identify needs within the Parish and how these needs should be progressed.

Action:  Clerk to write to Sue Payne. 
Cllr Ferrans raised the item regarding the Prohibited Street Map (point 11 on the Correspondence report).It was suggested that if this action is successful, the Councillors will ask the Ward Councillors to take the motion to committee.

Action:  Cllr Ferrans to follow up outcomes of this initiative.

Cllr Ferrans requested that Local Area Agreement (point 15 on the Correspondence report) item is tabled at the September meeting as an agenda point.

Action:  Clerk to add this agenda point to the agenda.

Cllr Cockram raised concern regarding the planning permission for the two storey extension in Tunbridge Grove.  It was suggested that the original planning permission request was not circulated to the Councillors under the previous Clerk, or had not been circulated to the Clerk by the Council. 
Cllr Cockram stated that he has Health and Safety concerns regarding grass verge cutting that seems to be contravening council guidance.  The large verge cutting tractors have been contravening Council guidance by swerving around obstructions in their way, and therefore swerving into the road.  Operatives spraying the verges do not seem to be wearing masks as required for Health and Safety.
Action:  Clerk to report this to the Environmental Health Line and request that preventative measures are implemented.
19.0 
Next meetings

4th September 2006

Kents Hill Church

6th November 2006

Monkston Pavilion

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.15p.m.
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