MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 3rd JULY 2006 
AT MONKSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE, MONKSTON, MILTON KEYNES.

1. The Chairman, Cllr. Laws, welcomed to the meeting members of the Council, four visitors (Helen Kindell, Gerry Pickering, Sam Parkes and Sandra Thomas) and the Clerk. Members present were Cllrs. Balchin, Maudsley, Ferrans, Cockram and Mrs. Cockram.  
No apologies were given.  
Cllr Laws formally welcomed Mrs Amanda Wilmot, as new Clerk to the Council (from 27th May 2006). 
2. Declaration of interest:
None.
3. Public Open session:
Helen Kindell, Gerry Pickering, Sam Parkes and Sandra Thomas raised their concerns regarding the proposed Teen Shelter for the Parish, and expressed their dissatisfaction regarding this proposal. It was suggested that the proposed Teen Shelter would not service the teenagers from Monkston, but from other areas of Milton Keynes.  The residents suggested that the Teen Shelter would invite problems into the area.  It was felt that the aspect and outlook from the homes near to the proposed Teen Shelter site would be impeded, and that this may have a detrimental effect on the value of the properties.  It was expressed that teenagers should be encouraged to seek recreational activities, rather than loitering in a Shelter.  It was suggested that the Shelter would increase the amount of litter, broken glass and vandalism of play equipment. 
A petition was presented by the residents, containing a large number (42) of signatures.  Those raising the petition confirmed that all residents asked about the Teen Shelter were absolutely against its introduction in the area.

Councillor Laws asked whether residents would welcome a research questionnaire requesting residents’ input on their area and suggestions for improvements to be made.  The residents agreed that this would be welcomed, and encouraged that this should be widely available.  The residents continued that all information regarding the Parish should be posted on notice boards in the schools, where possible.

Action: Cllr Laws to draft a questionnaire.

4.  Approval of Minutes from the last Meetings:

The minutes of the meeting of 15th May 2006 were duly signed as a true record of the meeting.

5. Matters arising from the Minutes of the last Meeting.
The new Clerk had drafted meeting notes of the meeting of 6th March 2006 from documents provided from the previous Clerk.  It was proposed that the meeting notes were accepted not as a full record of the meeting of 6th March 2006, but as a legal record that the meeting took place.  The meeting notes were duly signed as a true record of the meeting.

Cllr Laws stated that all issues outstanding from the previous Clerk had now been resolved, with the exception of an unpaid invoice from the Printers.

Action:  Cllr Laws to forward this to the Clerk for urgent payment.

6. Projects Update:

6.1 Drinking Control Areas

An application has been made for the Parish to become a Drinking Control Area.  Proposal has been approved at the Regulatory Committee meeting (21/06/06) and this will now be advertised in the local newspaper as a public notice.
Action:  Clerk to follow up procedures to understand next steps and timing.

6.2 MK Play Association

Cllr Laws confirmed that the MK Play Association has arranged play sessions on Monday mornings and Thursday mornings in Kents Hill, and Tuesday afternoons and Friday afternoons in Monkston.

Action:  Clerk to follow up confirmation of these session in writing, and confirmation of actions to be undertaken to promote these play sessions. 

6.9 Newsletter

Newsletter and questionnaire for residents’ feedback for the Parish to be compiled and distributed.

Distribution:  Sam Parkes offered the services of the local cub pack to help with distribution of the newsletters.

Action:  Clerk to follow up with Mrs Parkes regarding cubs’ support in distribution.

Action:  Cllr Ferrans to provide details of the distributors of the Liberal Democrats’ newsletter. 

Action:
 All Councillors to provide Cllr Laws with topics and questions to be included in the questionnaire.

6.11
Standing Way Crossover

The crossover will be closed.

Action:  Clerk to request plans and time schedule for actions.
6.12
Care Home Development
It was raised that there is a high number of vehicles being parked in this area, and visibility therefore is poor.

Action:  Clerk to contact Mark Allen, Council Development Control at Milton Keynes Council regarding health and safety.

6.13 Milton Keynes Landscape Adoption
Awaiting feedback from Gillian Smith regarding letter sent on 26/06/06.
6.14 Post Office box in Monkston Park

Awaiting siting of local centre in Monkston Park.  Cllr Ferrans is following up.

Action:  Clerk to write to the Post Office to request plans for a post box.

6.23 Milton Keynes Bereavement Service
Grant application form to be forwarded to the Milton Keynes Bereavement Service.

Action:  Clerk to review the form with Cllr Laws and send a form to the Milton Keynes Bereavement Service.  Clerk to upload the grant application form on to the website in MS Word.

6.44 Photographs of Councillors on the Parish website

It was proposed that a photograph of each Councillor should be posted on the Parish Council website.  One Councillor voted for, and five Councillors voted against.  It was therefore agreed that photographs of the Councillors would not be included on the website.
Action:  Clerk to arrange for a notice on the Monkston notice board detailing the Parish Councillors’ contact details.

6.45 InFact newsletter

Correspondence from Simon Chambers was reviewed.  It was agreed that Cllr Laws will respond to this correspondence.

Action:  Cllr Laws to respond to the correspondence.

7.0 Project Responsibility
It was agreed that Councillors would keep a watching brief on all projects.  It was proposed and agreed that it would be beneficial to have a Councillor to drive projects forward with the Clerk.  Therefore, it was agreed that the following Councillors would take responsibility for the following projects:

Landscape Adoptions 
- Cllr Ferrans

Drinking Control Area
- Cllr Ferrans

Play schemes

- Cllr J Cockram

Litter bins

- Cllr J Cockram

Dog bins

- Cllr Maudsley

Parkland seats

- Cllr J Cockram

Newsletter

- Cllr Laws

Youth workers

- Cllr Laws

8.0 Healthcare

Cllr J Cockram gave an overview of the information contained in the MK NHS  report and confirmed that the findings have a bearing on what actions are taken as a Parish.

Action:  Cllr J Cockram to keep the findings of the report in mind for Parish projects, and ensure that these findings are raised for relevant decision making.

Action:  Cllr J Cockram to contact the Community Health Officer to ascertain whether there is any 
  information the Parish Council would benefit from for decision making.

9.0 Cleaner Neighbourhoods and Environment Act

Cllr Cockram offered to attend the forthcoming meeting regarding this project.

Action:  Clerk to confirm Cllr Cockram’s attendance at this meeting.

10.0 Grass Verge and Grass Crete

Resident, Mrs Kirschner, would like to have Grass Crete outside her house.
Action:  Clerk to contact MK Highways to investigate potential viability (permission) and cost for Grass Crete.  Clerk to include that Parishner would like to sponsor this installation, making an contribution to the cost, whilst taking the opportunity to recoup some Parish Partnerships Funding for this purpose.
11.0 Teen Shelter

Applications for the proposed Teen Shelter are pending with the legal and leisure authorities.  Councillors have had concerns about the Teen Shelter.  Taking into consideration the objections tabled by the residents attending the meeting in the open session of the meeting, it was unanimously agreed that the Teen Shelter will not go ahead.

It was agreed that the Youth Workers, once appointed, would work with the Parish to propose positive developments to support teenagers in the area.

12.0
Reserved Site – Change of Use

All reserved sites have been reviewed. Cllr Ferrans awaits feedback, as no consultation has been invited to date.

Action:  Cllr Laws to contact English Partnerships to gather more information.
13.0
Frithwood Crescent Allotments, Kents Hill
Action:  Cllr Ferrans to refer requestor of allotment allocation to Maggie Patterson at Milton Keynes Council.

Action:  Clerk to write to Maggie Patterson, Recreational Department of Milton Keynes Council to investigate cost of the Allotments to the Parish Council.  It is understood that the maintenance of the allotments and the management fee should be covered by the income generated from allotments.
14.0
Kents Hill Sports Ground
Cllr Maudsley is pursuing a complaint through Caroline Godffrey regarding tournaments held on Kents Hill Sports Ground.  Cllr Maudsley awaiting feedback.
Action:  Cllr Maudsley to request a hearing with Caroline Godffrey regarding this matter.

15.0
Parish Partnership Fund

Money for the Teen Shelter from the Partnership Fund which had been ring fenced is not required now that the project is cancelled.

Action:  Clerk to contact Tracey Jones, Leisure Services.
16.0
Audit Progress

The Clerk stated that progress is being made with the audit.  External audit date deferred to 31st August 2006.  

17.0
Financial Statements and Appeals for Funding

17a.  
Appeals for Funding

Diane Gray – Kents Hill Pre-School.  Request for contribution to end of term leavers packs.  Whilst the Council agreed that this request would benefit the some residents from the local community, the grant application was rejected as this is a one-off activity and does not support the local Parish on an ongoing basis.
Action:  Clerk to advise Diane Gray of outcome. 

MK Bereavement Service.  Grant application form to be forwarded to the Milton Keynes Bereavement Service.

Action:  Clerk to review the form with Cllr Laws and send a form to the Milton Keynes Bereavement Service.  

Kents Hill School.  The Council agreed to pay the £2500 from this year’s funds, which constitutes the balance and final payment of a grant for Playtrail equipment agreed in 2005.

Action:  Clerk to arrange payment.

The Ice Gems. Telephone enquiry received by Cllr Laws.  Awaiting further information from the organisation.
17b.
Bank Statement

Balance as at 31st May 2006
(Current)

£15,072.68

Balance as at 1st May 2006      
(Deposit)

£15,150.03

Total bank balance: 




£30,222.71




17c.
Payments

The following payments were made on or after 15th May and up to 3rd July 2006.
	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque number

	Mrs L Edwards – ex-gratia payment for special clerk duties for month of May 2006 
	£100.00
	000181

	Kents Hill Community Centre – hire of committee room for interview 5 hours at £6
	£30.00
	000182

	AH Contracts - dog bin emptying May 2006
	£307.62
	000095

	Clerks salary for March and April M. Jones and expenses
	£492.97
	000096

	Peter Laws - payment by credit card to Premier Newspapers Ltd
	£259.91
	000097

	Hostway -  Hosting web site
	£23.38
	000098

	AH Contracts - dog bin emptying June 2006
	£285.64
	000099

	Peter Laws – parish council expenses
	£ 51.24
	000100

	Church of Christ the King – meeting room hire and photocopying
	£31.40
	000101

	Amanda Wilmot – stationery expenses
	£45.26
	000102

	TOTAL
	£1497.42
	


18.0
Correspondence:
Correspondence received was reviewed according to the correspondence report.
19.0
Planning

Planning Applications Approved

	Application number
	Planning for
	At address
	Status

	06/00535/FUL
	Rear Conservatory
	Queensbury Lane, Monkston Park
	Permit

	06/00613/FUL
	Two Storey Side Extension
	22 Bridlington Crescent, Monkston
	Permit

	06/00623/FUL
	Rear Conservatory
	7 Penmon Close, Monkston
	Permit

	06/00589/FUL
	Single Storey Rear and Two Storey Side Extension
	76 Frithwood Crescent, Kents Hill
	Permit

	06/00597/FUL
	Replacement Shop Front and New Mezzanine Floor
	Unit 4 The Kingston Centre, Winchester Circle, Kingston
	Permit


No comments offered.

Licensing Applications

	Application number
	Application for
	At address
	Status

	EH/089421
	Live music, recorded music, performance of dance, anything similar; late night refreshment Monday to Sunday 23.00-05.00; Supply of alcohol 09.00-02.00
	Compass Services UK Ltd, Nightingale House, Timbold Drive, Kents Hill Park 
	New premise application


Action:  Clerk to write to licensing department to object to times as unreasonable and inappropriate for a residential area.

20.0
Councillors’ report

Cllr Ferrans reported that Graham Hyslop is the EP Manager for developments in the Kents Hill and Monkston Parish.  There is a meeting to be held on Tuesday 18/07/06 at 4.30pm at MK Partnerships offices in Avebury Boulevard.  

Action:  Cllr Laws and Cllr Ferrans to attend.

21.0
Next meetings

It was agreed that due to the current workload, the Council will convene an additional meeting to the meetings published on Monday 7th August at 7.30pm at the Monkston Communication Centre. 
Next meeting dates
7th August



Monkston Pavilion

4th September



Kents Hill Church

6th November



Monkston Pavilion

The Councillors agreed to continue the meeting at 10.00pm to complete the agenda.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.20p.m.
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