MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 15th MAY 2006 
AT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING, KENTS HILL.

1. The Chairman, Cllr. Laws, welcomed to the meeting members of the Council, one visitor and the Clerk. Members present were Cllrs. Balchin, Maudsley, Cockram and Mrs. Cockram.  Apologies were received from Cllr. Ferrans and her absence was accepted by the other councillors present.
2. Declaration of interest:
None

3. Election of Chairman
Cllr Laws was nominated by Cllr Maudsley, seconded by Cllr Balchin and elected unanimously.
4. Election of Vice-Chairman
Cllr Maudsley was nominated by Cllr Balchin, seconded by Cllr Cockram and elected unanimously.
5. Issues arising from the departure of the Parish Clerk
Cllr Laws highlighted some issues which had arisen.

Firstly, Hostway, the parish council website hosts had blocked the website from being updated although it could still be viewed by the public.  This was due to non-payment of a bill submitted in March.  The cheque book contained a blank cheque stub which the bank had confirmed had been paid in favour of Hostway. Normal service should shortly be resumed and Cllr Laws will send a letter of apology to the company.

All correspondence from the bank was still being sent to Lois Edwards, the former clerk.  Cllr Laws had identified that a letter to the bank prepared by the Clerk and signed by the account signatories several months ago was still in a file and had not been sent.
Not all paperwork has been returned from the previous clerk.  Cllr Laws had written to her and visited her along with Cllr Balchin but this had proved unsuccessful in retrieving documentation.
As Caroline Godfrey (CG), Parish Liaison Manager for Milton Keynes Council, was present at the meeting, she offered to intervene to retrieve the relevant documentation.  She confirmed that all paperwork remains the property of Kents Hill and Monkston Parish Council, and financial files and documents were of particular significance. 

Action: CG  to contact Margaret Jones to try to facilitate return of all files, documents and disks belonging to Kents Hill and Monkston Parish Council

Cllr. Mrs Cockram referred to a letter received from the former Clerk in which she had stated it was illegal to make use of correspondence on computer.  Cllr Laws and CG confirmed that e-mail correspondence was only instrumental in progressing any work in progress and that all major decisions were made in Parish Council Meetings

Recruitment - Cllr Laws confirmed that the Parish Council had a legal duty to publicly advertise the vacancy for a Clerk in the local press and that this action had taken place this time round.  12 applicants had applied, short-listing would take place the following day and interviews would be carried out on Monday 22nd May 2006.

A discussion took place around the necessity of the Council meeting on a monthly basis and it was agreed this would be reviewed at the next meeting, along with a review of the Clerk’s working hours and the Council’s standing orders.

Action: Cllr Laws to include an agenda item for next meeting.
6. Public Open session:
Cllr Mrs Cockram stated that a local resident had contacted her on several occasions enquiring about the possibility of acquiring an allotment plot on one of the two pieces of designated allotment land at Frithwood Crescent on Kents Hill – one had been cultivated, the other not. 
CG explained that responsibility for maintaining allotments had been legally devolved to the parishes following legislation passed in 1999 but this transfer of ownership/responsibility was not a straight forward process.  Following a report to MKC Cabinet in 2002 the Cabinet had made the decision to transfer to parishes but this was not pursued by MKC officers and currently allotment land falls under the remit of a mixture of authorities across the Borough – English Partnerships, MKC and the Parishes.  Following increased and wider demand for allotments since the start of 2006, MKC are proposing offering a management service for Parishes if this incurs nil cost for MKC to avoid a double taxation situation as in some areas residents are precepted by their Parish for allotments.  Ted Smith, MKC’s landscaping manager would be writing a letter to parishes next month in conjunction with CG, and a seminar would be run by MKC to cover the various options and to establish views on whether to allow MKC to manage or to take responsibility themselves.  A draft plan will then be produced but there are several provisions that need to be considered – for example, toilets, water, EDA access.  It is proposed that the plan will be in place by the start of the 07/08 financial year.   
Cllr Laws stated that it would be likely the Parish Council would only want to break even on rents versus costs rather than make a profit.  CG confirmed that only the Secretary of State can agree to the disposal of designated allotment land, which is currently under the ownership of the parishes.

Action: Cllr Mrs Cockram to contact the interested resident and advise her that she will be first on the list for an allotment at either site, pending agreement with MKC on maintenance provision.
7. Approval of Minutes from Meeting held on 6th March 2006.:

This item had to be deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council, as following the departure of the former Clerk, the minutes of the March meeting were currently unavailable.
Action: Cllr Laws to include an agenda item for next meeting.
8. Matters arising from the Minutes of the last Meeting.
As the minutes of the March meeting were unavailable, this agenda item could not be discussed and had to be deferred.
Action: Cllr Laws to include an agenda item for next meeting.
9. Correspondence:
Correspondence received:
Hacker Young

Notification of the 2006/2006 Audit, Cllr Laws confirmed that this task would be completed by the new Clerk, once recruited.  The deadline for final receipt of documents by the external auditors was 31st July 2006 although public completion of the notice of the (internal) audit must be displayed for 14 days prior to this.
Action: New Clerk to arrange an internal audit and complete all audit documentation

Milton Keynes Council

Remittance advice confirming the credit of the first half yearly precept payment of £16,435.00
Lloyds TSB Bank

Statements for month to end April 2006

Monkston Pavilion

Booking contract for meetings in 2006.  The room hire fee has increased to £8.00 per hour

Following discussions, it was agreed by all that the small hall was not an acceptable room to meet in yet there were issues with using the alternative room as it is used for storage.  The Parish Council may consider grant funding in future to purchase a steel storage container for the Pavilion.
Action: Cllrs Cockram and Maudsley to investigate the possibility of transporting such a container.

Allianz Cornhill

Annual insurance renewal invoice of £586.49, this represents an increase of approximately £31.00 on the previous year, for the same cover

A H Contracts


Invoices in respect of dog bin emptying for March 2006 (£268) and April 2006 (£252).

Milton Keynes Citizen

Invoice for advertisement for Clerk recruitment - £260.

Milton Keynes Council

Revised agreement from Leisure Services in respect of the recruitment of 2 youth workers working 9 hours per week each, equating to a total of 18 hours per week.  MKC have been actively recruiting.

Milton Keynes Council

Letter from Phil Winsor, Chief Environmental Health Officer enclosing the process for implementing a parish wide alcohol controlled area.  

Cllr Laws updated the Council on the progress to date on this initiative.  Stages 1 and 2 had been completed and the next step would be to prepare a proposal of intention.  Ward Cllr Sam Crooks would then present this to the MKC Regulatory Committee.  If MKC supported the proposal, it would be advertised parish wide. The Parish Council would bear the cost of signage.
Action:

New Clerk to write to MKC and Sam Crooks on this matter.
Milton Keynes Council

 A copy of the lease for the land on Blanchland Circle, Monkston on which the Council proposed to site a teen shelter, once purchased.

A discussion followed in which Cllr Laws highlighted the public’s opposition to this project and CG confirmed that teen shelters had been removed elsewhere in Milton Keynes for this reason.

Action:

Cllr Laws to include an agenda item for discussion at the next meeting
Correspondence Sent
Letter prepared to send to Lloyds TSB bank to change the statement addressee which had not been sent, this will be kept as evidence in the event of any future potential dispute with the previous Clerk.

E-mail to Carol Carter at Milton Keynes Council Leisure Services from Cllr Maudsley – this concerned MKC’s apparent revocation on the agreement reached in August 2005 for the frequency of football tournaments to be held on Kents Hill playing fields.  It had been agreed during a meeting held in August 2005 that tournaments were to be limited to 2 only in the month of June, however this agreement had been contravened and despite intervention from Cllrs Maudsley and Mrs Cockram Leisure Services were denying the agreement.  The latter had been referring to a set of meeting minutes which had subsequently been revised to accurately reflect the discussions that took place, following identification by former Ward Cllr. Mrs Pat Wicker that the original minutes were wrong.
CG suggested courses of action to progress.  The former clerk had retained the e-mails containing the minutes in dispute and would forward these on to Cllrs Maudsley and Mrs Cockram as evidence of what was agreed.  CG suggested arranging a meeting with Cathy Bland at MKC, who is Carol Carter’s line manager.  The alternative action is to invoke MKC’s complaints procedure as detailed in the Town and Parish Council Charter.

Action:

Cllr Maudsley to facilitate the meeting with MKC, to include Cllr. Mrs Cockram, Lois Edwards to forward e-mail containing the revised meeting minutes from the meeting with MKC Leisure Services held in August 2005.

10. Planning

No comment.
11. Adoption of unaudited accounts for the financial year 2005/2006
Cllr Laws gave out a financial summary for the Parish Council representing the 2005/2006 financial year and confirmed that the Council’s current financial position appeared healthy, with £7,000 of current reserves available for 2006/2007 precepted spending.  In the absence of a Clerk, Cllr Laws had attempted a financial reconciliation for the last financial year but as all the Council’s financial documentation was not currently available it was agreed unanimously that the unaudited accounts would have to be approved and adopted at an extraordinary meeting of the Council to be dedicated to this purpose.
The former Clerk pointed out the need to claim back any VAT due to the Council as soon as possible, as a claim to HM Customs and Excise had not been submitted since the end of July 2005.

Action:

New Clerk to claim VAT
12. Financial Statements

12.1
Bank Statement


Balance as at 1st May 2006
(Current)

£16,488.81
Balance as at 1st May 2006      (Deposit)


£15,150.03
(Deposit balance inclusive of £20.56 net interest paid on 1st April 2006)

Total bank balance: £31,659.40







12.2
Payments

The following payments were made on or after 6th March and up to 15th May 2006.
For total record purposes, some duplication with 6th March minutes may have occurred.

6th March minutes are not available at this time




	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque number

	AH Contracts (dog bin emptying for Jan/Feb)
	£537.68
	000085

	MKC  - Installation of dog bins 
	£293.75
	000086

	Clerks salary for Dec, Jan, Feb
	£544.80
	000087

	Hostway -  ISP Web site
	£116.85
	000088

	Premier Newspapers (advertisement for Clerk)
	£259.91
	000089

	A & H Contracts (dog bin emptying service March 06)
	£268.84
	000090

	HBS Business Services (printing of precept leaflet)
	£285.38
	000091

	A & H Contracts (dog bin emptying service April 06)
	£252.04
	000092

	Hostway (website costs)
	£23.38
	000093

	Allianz Cornhill (annual insurance premium)
	£586.49
	000094


This expenditure was proposed by Cllr.Cockram, seconded by Cllr. Mrs Cockram and carried unanimously.
13. Councillors Reports
Cllr Cockram reported that the new care home currently being constructed on Kents Hill appeared to contravene English Partnership’s guidelines to keep Kents Hill as a “brown wood” estate as the building had white plastic window frames.  Cllr Cockram had reviewed the building specification but did not recall reference to the materials allowed for windows.
Action:

Cllr Cockram to ask for the specification from the site agent.

CG also suggested ringing Mike Bowley at MKC (telephone number 252610) who is the Planning officer covering the parish.

Cllr Cockram also reported that 2 residents living on the corner of Tunbridge Grove and Lamberhurst Grove were constantly parking on the corner on the speed table and mounting the pavement.  Cllr Maudsley suggested calling Thames Valley Police at their Kingston office.

Action:

Cllr Cockram to call TVP to report illegal parking.

Cllr Maudsley reported that the white line dividing Eridge Green and Crowborough Lane was eroding.

Action:

Cllr Maudsley to report to MKC Streetcare.

Cllr Laws reported that he was in receipt of the Milton Keynes NHS report which he passed on to Cllr. Mrs Cockram.  He confirmed also that he had passed on documents relating to Brooklands End Farm received from Milton Keynes Partnership to Cllr Ferrans.

Cllr Maudsley reported that he and Cllr Laws had attended a meeting at the Church of Christ the Cornerstone in which Milton Keynes Partnership highlighted their proposals to 2031.  This meeting had been “stormy” and poorly run.

Cllr. Mrs Cockram made a suggestion to enhance the Summer Playscheme run in the parish by Milton Keynes Play Association (MKPA).  She suggested that representatives from Broughton Fire Station visited to bring focus to the sessions and had already spoken with a member of the fire brigade concerning this, who confirmed that a letter containing the proposed visit dates should be sent to the Station Officer at Broughton.

Action:

New Clerk to draft a letter.

Cllr Laws confirmed that he had already been in touch with MKPA concerning provision of extra days for the Summer Playscheme and that MKPA were in the process of recruiting someone to manage the playscheme, which would need to be advertised parish wide in schools and on the notice boards.

14. Meeting dates for the 2006/2007 year.

Cllr Laws informed all present of the dates of meetings as follows:-

Date


Venue
2006 dates
3rd July




Monkston Pavilion

4th September



Kents Hill Church

6th November



Monkston Pavilion

2007 dates

15th January



Kents Hill Church

(to set the 2007/2008 precept)

5th March



Monkston

7th May (Annual Parish meeting )
Monkston
14th May (AGM)



Kents Hill
Meetings would also fall on 2nd July, 3rd September and 5th November 2007 to be agreed next year.

Date of next meeting:-  Monday 3rd July 2006 at 7.30 p.m. in the Monkston Pavilion.
CG suggested that the next AGM should be viewed as an opportunity to potentially engage with the public by inviting speakers to the meeting.
CG requested that the Parish Council provided official notification on e-mail of the change of Clerk.  It was also suggested that member associations such as BALC and the MK Urban Parishes association were updated of the situation.

Action:

Cllr Laws to send an e-mail to CG confirming that, pending recruitment of a new Clerk, all correspondence from MKC should be sent to him.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.50 p.m.

