Kents Hill & Monkston Parish Council
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 9 JANUARY 2006 AT 7.30 P.M. AT THE MONKSTON PAVILLION, ST. BARTHOLOMEWS, MONKSTON

1. Present: Chairman, Cllr Laws, Cllr Maudsley, Cllrs Mr & Mrs Cockram, Cllr Balchin, Cllr Ferrans and 6 members of the public. Apologies received from the clerk. Ward Cllr. Sam Crooks attended for part of the meeting.

2. Declaration of interest: None

3 Public open session.


Ms Pam Brown of MK Play Assn. gave a short presentation on the activities of the assoc. in the Parish in 2005. these were very popular with large numbers of a wide age range of children attending together with a large number of parents at times. Monkston was particularly popular and no sessions were affected by rain. She outlined 2006 sessions and whilst prices were to be the same as 2005 for Easter, the summer prices were not yet set. There were also further sessions likely to be available with additional equipment in the form of a slide and last summers staff would return.

The Council resolved unanimously to hold Easter sessions as before and will decide at the precept meeting about the summer and further sessions.

Action: Clerk to confirm this with the Play Association
Sgt. Wilson from the Thames Valley Police did not arrive.

The members of the public had various points to raise concerning the following;

General rubbish being left in and around dog bins, parking on grass verges and refuse left early. Cllr J Cockram suggested ringing MKC Environment Dept. re: refuse. The Council will look into the Dog Bin emptying contactor emptying possible litter bins. Clerk to check this.
The dangers of the crossover junction off A421 into Kents Hill and from Monkston were brought up and a  discussion followed. The Council will consider raising this with MK Council again but Ward Cllr Crooke said there was a programme to close the right turn crossovers throughout the city. He will let Cllr Laws know when this crossover will be done. There was also concern at the ‘faded’ white give way line at the junction of Eridge Green and Crowborough lane. Clerk to contact The Streetcare Team to have this rectified 

Problems with rowdy teenagers on Monkston were reported. It is unfortunate that the Police representative was not present to hear this. Discussion took place on the various aspects of this and the Council were keen to involve MKC Youth Services as well as the Police who should be informed by affected residents. Agreed that it is a problem that needs addressing.

4. Minutes of the 7th November meeting were agreed Cllr Maudsley abstained due to absence at that meeting.

5. Extra Parking on Grassed areas. Cllr Laws has had a discussion with KM Council and this is being investigated.

6. Teen Shelter Heads of Terms have been received by the Chairman from MK Council and are satisfactory. MK Council will erect and carry out all the work. Go ahead was proposed by Cllr Cockram, 2nded by Cllr Ferrans and passed unanimously. Insurance cover to be implemented by the Clerk
Further discussion followed about other areas in the Parish particularly at Abbeydore in Monkston. Cllr Cooke advised that the Police would like this closed. It was resolved to ask MK Youth Service to advise on this problem.
7,8 &9 No information available and these items were deferred to next meeting
10. Alcohol Control. Residents have been informed via the newsletter and there no objections. Next step is for the Council to inform MK Council and for notices to be displayed. This will be done by MK Council. Cllr J Cockram proposed that the whole Parish be included in the Alcohol control order, 2nded by Cllr Ferrans. Unanimously approved.

Action. Clerk  to inform MK Council and request that the next steps be implemented.

11. Extra Councilors. Mk Council have informed us that this is not legally possible before the next election. All agreed that a meeting should be sought with the appropriate MK Council officer and Parish Liaison. Cllr Laws will attend plus Cllr Maudsley and Cllr Ferrans if available.

12 & 14 Adoption Issues. Steve Crowther, Landscape manager will be invited to a future meeting to address these issues.

Action Clerk and Chairman to liaise on this item
13. Anti Social behavior. Cllr Ferrans reported that the Lib-Dem group had received a string of complaints about anti-social behavior on Monkston but this has reduced since extra Policing had been introduced. Occupation of New Oakgrove school had brought together previously separate bands of children and there are a lot on the estate with little do. After discussion it was agreed unanimously to allocate £10,000 in 2006 precept towards a possible Youth Worker from MK Council via Parish Partnership and to try to bring an MK Council Youth Worker and a representative w=from Shenley Parish Council to address us. As an adjunct to this item it was noted that Kents Hill school had asked for funding for pre-school activities. This will be considered at the precept meeting.

15. Extraordinary meeting to be held on Monday 16th January, probably at Kents Hill Community Centre.

16. This item was deferred.

17. No problem noted with any application

18. Work in progress list. Cllr Balchin raised the problem of bags of dog dirt being left on the footpath adjoining H10, Brickhill St. close to the A421 roundabout. Unanimously agreed that a dog bin should be sited there.
Action: Cllr Laws to check the situation and then to instruct the clerk to obtain quotes from our Contractor to supply and fix a bin in an appropriate position. See also item 3 regarding litter bin emptying.

There is a much reduced problem with trolleys but an excessive build up of locked trolleys was noted at the blocking points on Kingston. This was thought to be dangerous and Tesco should be asked to ensure this does not happen in the future. Action: Clerk to write to Tesco
19. Web Site. Cllr Ferrans reported that the parish Website needs upgrading. She has this in hand but further payment is needed. Approval was given unanimously for reasonable costs to be expended as necessary.

20. Cllr R Cockram reported on problems from the construction of the new care home on Kents Hill, especially regarding dirty roads. It was noted that the dirt was spreading onto the A421. He has spoken to the Site Agent and it is hoped that these problems will be addressed. It was thought that a more formal approach was not necessary at this stage.

The meeting continued beyond 10.00 p.m. and in accordance with Standing Orders a resolution was passed to continue as there was little outstanding business.

Date of next meeting: Monday 16 February at Kents Hill Community Centre

Meeting Closed at 10.15 p.m.
