MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 7th NOVEMBER 2005 AT THE MONKSTON PAVILION, ST. BARTHOLOMEWS.

1. The Chairman, Cllr. Laws, welcomed to the meeting members of the Council, two visitors and the Clerk. Members present were Cllrs. Balchin, Ferrans, Cockram and Mrs. Cockram.  Apologies were received from Cllr. Maudsley and his absence was accepted by the other councillors present.
2. Declaration of interest:
None

3. Election of New Councillor
Following the recent un-contested election, it was confirmed that Jennifer Ferrans had been appointed as a new Councillor.  She handed over her Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Register of Members’ Interests form which were duly signed and accepted by the Clerk.
4. Public Open Session:
The Chairman welcomed Philip Keech, leader to Middleton and Monkston Youth Group.  Mr Keech provided an update on the progress made by the Youth Group to date this year, which included the highlights and lowlights of the year, and plans for future activities/projects. Membership had grown to 85 members, with an average attendance of 24 per week.  Membership is split 50/50 between male/female, and 85% of members live on Monkston, with 10% on Middleton and 2% on Kents Hill. One of the main issues highlighted was lack of volunteers from Monkston. Proposed activities include involvement in next year’s Dragon Boat challenge, and participation in a regulated graffiti project.  A “shopping list” of items currently needed was presented, for which the Youth Group are seeking financial assistance.
The parish councillors agreed to discuss the appeal for funding later in the meeting and the outcome of discussions would be notified to Mr Keech by the Clerk.

The Chairman thanked Mr Keech who left the meeting.

5. Approval of Minutes:

The minutes of the meeting held on 5th September 2005 were agreed and signed as a true record.

6. Community Partnership Parking Scheme 2006/2007:
The Chairman confirmed that Milton Keynes Council had previously quoted a cost in excess of £50,000 for extra laybys around Blanchland Circle.  Cllr Cockram highlighted that this was not good value for money and would not prevent cars from being parked on the verges. It was also agreed by all that it would not be easy to identify priority areas due to the extent of the problems caused by lack of adequate parking spaces.
Following discussion a decision was made to investigate the possibility of reinforcing the grass verges with a suitable material, giving consideration to the impact on utility services contained beneath the verges. This step had been taking outside the nursery in Wadhurst Lane, Kents Hill, with noticeable improvements achieved to the state of the verges. 

Action:  Cllr. Laws to ring Ian McGregor of Milton Keynes Council’s Highways Department in the first instance to discuss the feasibility of grass verge reinforcement.
7. Purchase and erection of a Teen Shelter on Blanchland Circle, Monkston:
Cllr. Laws gave some background as to the current status of the project, i.e., that the Parish Council were still awaiting permission to use the designated land from MK Council, and that negotiations were in place for MK Council to purchase the equipment then invoice the Parish, in order to avoid the Parish having to apply for planning permission.  A detailed site location map had now been provided by Cllr. Laws to Tracey Jones of Leisure Services, MKC.  The Clerk explained that delays were being incurred as Leisure Services were in consultation with their Legal and Property department over the logistics of transferring ownership back to the Parish Council and that, as a result, legal fees may be charged to the Parish when the order goes ahead.
8. Financial Statements and Appeals for Funding:
8.1
Appeals for funding

The Clerk advised that she had received a grant application form and supporting documentation from the Milton Keynes Welfare Rights Group.  This organisation was appealing for £500.00 to print leaflets highlighting their services, for distribution in the Kents Hill and Monkston Parish only. However the amount represented 100% funding of the project. The Clerk had already conveyed to them that financial support would only be provided on the basis of 50/50 matched funding.
Following discussions, it was agreed that MKWRG must provide further detail on proposed printing and distribution costs before the Parish Council would consider providing financial support.  Due to the limited number of potential public distribution outlets within the parish, a suggestion would also be made to distribute promotional material direct to social housing within the Parish.
Action:
The clerk to contact MKWRG informing them of the above.
Following further discussion on the detail of the presentation given by the leader of the Middleton and Monkston Youth Group, The Motion: to provide a donation of £500.00 was proposed by Cllr. Mrs Cockram, seconded by Cllr. Ferrans and carried unanimously.

The Donation is made under the provisions of LGA1972, S.137.

Cllr Laws stated that he had been approached by a member of the Monkston Community Centre Management Committee with an appeal for a financial contribution towards a raffle prize for the Community Centre Christmas Party.

The Motion: to provide a donation of £50 to Monkston Community Centre was proposed by Cllr. Cockram, seconded by Cllr. Ferrans and carried unanimously.
The Donation is made under the provisions of LGA1972, S.137.

8.2
Bank Statement


Balance as at 1st November 2005
(Current)

£  8,046.27
Balance as at 1st November 2005      (Deposit)

£16,023.15
(Deposit balance inclusive of £21.04 net interest paid

 1st October 2005)

Total bank balance





£24,069.42
8.3 Payments

The following payments had been made on 13th October 2005

	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque number

	Monkston Pavilion (50% funding of refurbishment)
	£1013.44
	000170

	Hacker Young (fee for external audit)
	£141.00
	000171


The following payments were made on 7th November 2005.




	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque number

	Mrs Lois Edwards (salary/expenses Nov/Dec ’05)
	£434.20
	000172

	MK Council (dog bin emptying Apr to Sept 05)
	£2,474.55
	000173

	AH Contracts (dog bin emptying Oct 05)
	£289.52
	000174

	Monkston Community Centre (s137 donation)
	£50.00
	000175

	Middleton and Monkston Youth Group (s137 donation)
	£500.00
	000176


This expenditure was proposed by Cllr.Laws, seconded by Cllr. Balchin and carried unanimously.

9. Budgeted expenditure / income to end of current financial year
The Clerk reported that receipts had exceeded expenditure in the past two months, with cheques being received for the 2nd half of the precept (£3,000) a VAT refund (£752.69) and settlement of an insurance claim related to dog bins stolen in 2003 (£100.00).  There was little variance to the original predicted year end figures.
10. Extension of Council’s risk assessment policy and introduction of a policy on year-end reserves carried forward.
10.1   Extension of risk assessment policy to include non-financial aspects

The Clerk reported that, on the advice of the external auditors Hacker Young, a copy of the Practitioners’ Guide had been ordered from SLCC as this was considered by the auditors as good point of reference on the above.  However, as this publication had not yet arrived, it was agreed that this item should be placed in abeyance for more detailed discussion at a later meeting.

10.2 Introduction of a policy on year-end reserves

The need to have a documented policy was an issue highlighted by the external auditors, although the Clerk had previously written them to explain the high balance carried forward at the end of the 2004/2005 financial year was historical and that expenditure planned for the current financial year would result in a substantially reduced balance at year end.  

The Clerk had referred to the “FAQ” section of the Milton Keynes Council parishes’ website and this stated that, as a norm, small councils should consider carrying forward, as a minimum, 3 to 4 times their average monthly expenditure.  The Clerk had calculated average expenditure over the current financial year to be around £1,500.00 therefore a year end balance of £6,000.00 should be considered adequate.

Cllr Cockram, Cllr. Mrs Cockram and Cllr Ferrans all highlighted areas in the parish which would potentially benefit from expenditure next financial year.  Cllr. Laws stated that these items should be identified when discussions take place to calculate the amount of precept to be set for the following financial year.

Action: The clerk to update the financial regulations for Kents Hill and Monkston Parish Council.

11.      Implementation of Alcohol controlled areas within the Parish/Parish referendum
Cllr Laws confirmed that he had had a discussion on this subject with Phil Winsor, Chief Environmental Health Officer for Milton Keynes, and that the most straight forward course of action would be to implement alcohol control across the whole of the Parish, rather than highlighting individual locations.  He explained that a process of local consultation must take place.
Following discussions on the logistics of carrying out a referendum by leaflet or press advertising, the costs of getting replies back and the potentially low response rate, The Motion to advertise the implementation of public alcohol control by introduction of a parish newsletter, was proposed by Cllr. Cockram, seconded by Cllr. Mrs Cockram and passed unanimously.  The newsletter, to be distributed door-to-door parish wide, will be based on the design of one produced previously and would include both a tear-off reply slip, and an e-mail address to which replies could be returned.
Action:

1 The clerk to feedback the Parish Council’s plan of action to MK Council and to investigate the legal requirements around the minimum % of electors required to vote in the referendum.
2 Cllr. Laws to produce a draft of the newsletter, to include the following:-

· Notification on the proposed alcohol controlled area
· Advertisement appealing for volunteers for the Youth group

· Notification about the Teen Shelter project

· Request for information on the route(s) used out of Monkston to go to Oakgrove School

· Proposal for green verge parking

· Summary of parish achievements in the last year

· Invitation of suggestions for proposed expenditure

· Advertisement of the Monkston Pavilion Christmas Party

· Contact details for the parish council

12. Councillor Numbers
Cllr. Ferrans had previously highlighted inequalities in the ratio of Parish Councils to size of electorate between Kents Hill and Monkston Parish Council and other Parish Councils, and this was discussed.  The Clerk had previously written to John Moffoot of Milton Keynes Council requesting a review and Ward Councillor Derek Eastman had raised the same subject with the Council’s Business Management Group.  The responses to date were that a review could not take place until 2007 as the number of councillors allowed was determined by a Parliamentary Order.
Action:
Clerk to write again to John Moffoot requesting a review in light of the inequality between KH & M and other parishes.  Caroline Godfrey of Parish Liaison to be included in the communication process.

13. Alternatives for provision of website services

Cllr. Laws expressed concern that, despite favourable discussions in the last meeting, some councillors had expressed reticence towards the employment of MKWEB as an internet service provider (ISP) for the Kents Hill and Monkston Parish Council website. Cllr. Cockram highlighted that a major concern was lack of knowledge and understanding of the benefits that this action would provide.

Following discussions on benefits vs costs of using MKWEB, Cllr. Ferrans volunteered her technical expertise to carrying on maintaining the existing website with a view to carrying out the necessary work to link the website to the parishes section of MKWEB.  By remaining with Hostway, the existing ISP, this solution would cost approximately £13.00 per month as opposed to the £50.00 per month plus training costs which would be incurred by a move to MKWEB as an ISP.  Cllr. Ferrans will provide appropriate training to Cllr Laws.
The Motion:  for Cllr. Ferrans and Cllr. Laws to maintain the existing website hosted by HOSTWAY was proposed by Cllr. Balchin, seconded by Cllr. Cockram and carried unanimously.
Action: Cllrs. Ferrans and Laws to liaise regarding training, the Clerk to provide the existing website password and login details and notify MKWEB of the Parish Council’s decision.
14. Review of Milton Keynes Council’s Highways Adoption Process

Cllr. Laws explained the purpose behind the Parish Council’s review of this document, which is to try and include Parish Councils in the loop where adoptions of new highways are concerned.  It is envisaged that involvement in the process would prevent situations where highways (or open spaces) which are still in need of remedial works are passed by inspection and subsequently adopted. 

Following discussions, the need was identified for Parish Councils to be given 7 days’ notice of MK Council’s pre-completion inspection and to be able to pass comment, as local residents provide a different viewpoint on developments.  Ward Cllr. Sam Crooks highlighted the need to build relationships with both Stephen Gillions and Mark Allen of MK Council, both of whom are involved in the adoptions process.  The feasibility of inviting MKC’s adoptions team to a future Parish Council meeting was also discussed.
Action: Clerk to write to Mark Allen, Engineering Control Offer for the pre-completion process, to suggest parish council involvement at a suitable point in the adoption process. It was agreed that Caroline Godfrey of Parish Liaison should be copied in on relevant correspondence.

15. Correspondence

Reviewed to 7th November 2005

Correspondence received:

Application Of Justices Off Licence – from Halliwells, solicitors to Costco
Acknowledgement of receipt of signed Parish and Town Council Charter – from MK Council Parish Liaison

Receipt of audit fee and suggestions for review – from Hacker Young, external auditors

Initial approach for funding – from MK Bereavement Service (not pursued)

Invitation to Parish Engagement Event – from MK Community Safety Partnership

Acknowledgement of termination of dog bin emptying services -  from MK Council

MK2031: consultations for Parish Councillors – from Milton Keynes Partnership

Notification of Community Governor vacancy – from Monkston Primary School

Correspondence sent:

Response to External auditor on points raised from 2004/2005 audit -  detailed letter of explanation sent to Hacker Young
Request for confirmation on corporate policies on abandoned trolleys – sent to the Head Offices of Marks and Spencer, Tesco and Costco.  Written responses received from Tesco and Costco, a verbal response received from M & S – details conveyed by Clerk to Councillors.
Notification of Parish Council’s bank details – sent to the Treasurer’s Department of MK Council following “loss” of details in MKC’s transition to new Finance systems

Remittance of MKC copy invoice in respect of dog bins stolen 2003 – Sent to Allianz Cornhill with purpose of completing insurance claim outstanding. Claim now complete
Grant application form -  Sent to representative of a local cheerleader group, following verbal request (not pursued)
Remittance of donation – to Monkston Community Centre in respect of 50% funding of refurbishment project

Endorsement of MKC’s proposed changes to their licensing policy -  in response to consultation document concerning introduction of non-glass containers in licensed premises

Request to local Royal Mail sorting office – for new post box to be situated near planned local centre on Monkston Park.  Royal Mail have confirmed this is approved, subject to MKC planning permission.

Letter to Midsummer Homes Housing Association – highlighting litter problems at Bedgebury Place.  Midsummer responded to clarify measures being taken to address this issue.

16.  Planning:
No comment.

17. Matters Arising:
Dog Bins
Cllr. Laws reported that the fixing to the dog bin situated in the Ulverscroft play park on Monkston had been vandalised, hence he had removed the bin and it was currently situated in his garage.  This had occurred due to the absence of a 2nd fixing to secure the bin, which applies to all dog bins in the parish. Following investigations, the Clerk had contacted Glasdons, the manufacturer and had identified the spare parts required. The Motion:  that spare fixings should be purchased, thus allowing a second fixing to be secured to all bins was proposed by Cllr. Laws, seconded by Cllr. Balchin and passed unanimously.
Action: The clerk to place an order for parts.

Recruitment

Cllr. Laws updated the Parish Councillors on steps taken to recruit a new Clerk following the resignation of the existing clerk.  The applicant who was 2nd choice at the previous recruitment had decided against taking on the role at the present time.  However, following an e-mail sent by Cllr. Laws to all existing clerks in Milton Keynes, an approach had been made by the clerk of New Bradwell, who was considering the role following a conversation with Cllr. Laws. It was agreed that should she decide against proceeding, the advertisement previously circulated on e-mail should be placed in next week’s Citizen.  Timescales for receipt of applications would need to be tight to allow interviewing to take place at the end of November, and to facilitate a smooth handover period.

18. Councillors Reports

Cllr. Ferrans highlighted an issue affecting the parish which she had been pursuing on behalf of the Lib Dems.  This concerned the dustbin enclosures to new flats built on Perivale, on Monkston Park.  These are fenced in, inadequate in size and inaccessible to refuse collection vehicles, thus resulting in at least one instance of a bin becoming completely full.

Cllr. Ferrans also reported that the tender for construction of the proposed local centre at Monkston Park had fallen through.

The Chairman thanked the Clerk for her contribution in the role to date.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.45 p.m.

Date of next meeting:-  Monday 9th January 2006 at 7.30 p.m. in the Monkston Pavilion.

