MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 5th SEPMBER 2005 AT THE MONKSTON PAVILION, ST. BARTHOLOMEWS.

1. The Chairman, Cllr. Laws, welcomed to the meeting members of the Council, eight visitors and the Clerk. Members present were Cllrs. Maudsley, Cockram and Balchin.   Apologies were received from Cllr. Mrs Cockram and her absence was accepted by the other councillors present.
2. Declaration of interest:
None

3. Public Open Session:
The following members of the Milton Keynes Streetcare team were present for a question and answer session based on questions which had been prepared and presented to the Streetcare representatives prior to the meeting:-
Ian McGregor (IM) – Area Maintenance Team Manager, Highways

Tina Lucas (TL)  – Cleansing Manger

Tony Hunt (TH) – Contract Manger, Parks and Open Spaces
Herbie Dawson (HD)– Waste Services Officer
The main points that arose from discussions were the following:-

Street Lighting

All street lighting in the Parish, both on the estates and grid roads, excluding Monkston Park, is checked bi-weekly in darkness and the service level for fault resolution is within 10 days.  However, the Council are dependant upon the Electricity Board for resolution of some faults so they may take longer.

Peter drew the attention of IM to two keep left signs on Lindisfarne Drive, Monkston, which had not been operating correctly for 6 weeks – IM to investigate

Bollards and illuminated road signs are subject to safety checks every 12 months.

Litter
Litter pickers operate on a 5-weekly round (adopted routes only), Grid roads are checked every 3 weeks, with emergency crews responding to problems in between, e.g., newspapers dumped.
Underpasses are cleansed weekly.

Discussion took place on the impact of the Kingston fast food outlets on litter problems, and also litter, particularly glass, around the Kents Hill shop.  
TL confirmed that the issue of a Street Litter Control Notice by MK Council would act as an enforcement notice to ensure that retail and food outlets cleaned up the area within 100m of their premises.

The Parish Council raised concerns about the incidence of rats, particularly round the Brinklow roundabout and Kents Hill Church.  TL agreed to refer this problem to environmental health who will liaise directly with the Parish Council.

Street Maintenance

HD confirmed a 30 day rolling schedule on the redways; team will respond to emergency calls, but this delays the planned schedule. TH confirmed policy is to clear glass within 4 hours of a report.
Bridleways are subject to a 5 weekly cleaning schedule + emergency responses

All areas subject to a one a year deep clean and sweep

Gulleys are emptied 3 times in 2 years.  Current contract does not include redways and underpasses, which are cleaned on demand only, but the tender for new contract, when issued next year, will include these.

Kerb edges are sprayed with weed killer twice a year, using a low toxicity weed killer which has been introduced due to environmental issues.

IM confirmed that MKC Streetcare is now adopting a more pro-active approach to highway maintenance.  There is a 10 year re-surfacing programme in progress.  Areas are prioritised in terms of urgency.

Landscape and environment
Abandoned trolleys - the ‘trolley’ man has a schedule and information is fed back from the litter pickers as to the locations of abandoned trolleys.  MKC charge Tesco’s £16 for each trolley retrieved out of storage.  Parish Councillors suggested that this fee was too low and that more responsibility should be placed upon Tesco’s to try and ensure their trolleys are not taken away.
Ward Cllr. Derek Eastman advised that Tesco’s have now decided not to introduce trolleys with locking wheels, contrary to information recently supplied by a member of Tesco’s management to the Clerk.
Play park maintenance – details of regular inspections are detailed on the MK website.  Parks are subject to a weekly visual inspection by cleansing, an 8 weekly inspection by a Play area Officer, a routine 12 weekly service and an annual safety inspection by ROSPA, with rapid response systems in place for problems reported.
Concerns were raised over over-spraying of weed killer, resulting in foliage dying – TH will investigate.
Queries concerning unadopted land need to be addressed to either Mark Haynes or Steve Gillions.

Cllr Cockram raised concerns about grey bricks pulled out from the underpass below the Brinklow Roundabout – IM confirmed EP are to commence a rolling programme of improvements.  Concerns were also raised about vegetation growing in the gaps on grid roads over underpasses on Tongwell Street.

Concern was voiced about the number of agencies involved in highway maintenance in Milton Keynes. TH confirmed that this situation was unique to Milton Keynes and Ward Cllr Eastman stated that he had already raised this fragmentation as an issue. Ward Cllr Sam Crooks confirmed that the Parks Trust have made a bid to cover all areas of responsibility.
Graffiti is scheduled to be removed yearly, however the team keep every Friday free for the removal of offensive graffiti, and 1 week per month is kept free to return to problem areas.  The cleansing team rely on reports from the public in order to instigate removal.

TH confirmed that graffiti on property/buildings which do not belong to them can be removed; the crews hold indemnity forms in order to obtain permission.

Chairman Cllr. Peter Laws thanked the Streetcare team, who left the meeting.

Planning Application – conversion of 60 Lindisfarne to HIMO.  Ward Cllr. Derek Eastman confirmed that this application had been passed by the Development Control Committee in alignment with policy, on the condition that only 3 rooms are used for occupancy, and that the garage is not converted to a habitable room.  Cllr Eastman had suggested to MK Council that it would be beneficial to adopt a policy whereby areas which are inappropriate for conversions to HIMO are identified.
4. Approval of Minutes:
The minutes of the meeting held on 1st August 2005 were agreed and signed as a true record.
5. The Town and Parish Council Charter:
Cllr. Kenneth Maudsley reported back that, further to his detailed analysis of the Charter, he felt there was no problem with signing it. He felt that there was nothing in the Charter to prejudice the Parish Council and by signing the Parish would gain access to Parish Partnership Funds.
The motion: That Kents Hill and Monkston Parish Council sign the Town and Parish Council Charter produced was proposed by Cllr. Maudsley, seconded by Cllr. Cockram and carried unanimously.  The Chairman proceeded to sign the document, which the Clerk will forward to Parish Liaison at Milton Keynes Council.
6. Engagement of AH Contracts to provide dog bin emptying services within the Parish:
The clerk advised the costs quoted by AH Contracts, who had confirmed that they were willing to provide a dog bin emptying service on a Monday and Thursday each week.  The costs quoted are £2.20 per bin for the first weekly emptying and £1.10 for the second emptying, to be invoiced monthly.  These costs compare favourably with MK Council’s blanket charge of £3.00 per emptying.

The motion: That AH Contracts be engaged to empty dog bins in Kents Hill and Monkston with effect from 1st October, subject to a review of the service in 6 months time, was proposed by Cllr. Laws, seconded by Cllr. Maudsley, and carried unanimously.
Action:
The Clerk to confirm the above in writing with AH Contracts, and to notify Milton Keynes Council in writing to give notice that Cory’s emptying services were no longer required from 30th September.  The clerk will request that MK Council send an invoice for emptying services in the financial year to date.
7. Purchase and erection of a Teen Shelter on Blanchland Circle, Monkston
Cllr Laws reported that he had met on site with Milton Keynes Council’s play area officer, Bernard Perkins, to agree the siting of the Teen Shelter, which would be on the edge of the playing field by the Parkminster play area.  Further to site visits with relevant sales personnel, four quotations had been obtained as follows:-

Wicksteed 



£4,855.00
SMP




£4,790.25 (3 cell - £5991.75 quoted for 4 cell)

Playdale 



£5,555.00
Playground Supplies Limited

£5,028.00 (tarmac) or £3,988.00 (grass)

Following discussion on the various designs and quotations it was decided that the SMP ARENA Meeting point should be purchased and installed.
The Motion: That a teen shelter should be purchased and installed was proposed by Cllr. Cockram, seconded by Cllr. Balchin and carried unanimously.  The purchase will be made under the provisions of LGA (Misc. Provisions) Act 1976, S19.
Action:-Chairman Cllr. Laws will liaise with Tony Hunt of MK Council to secure use of the playing field, Cllr Laws to place the order with SMP, Clerk to investigate whether planning permission is required and update Parish Liaison on the project.
Following approval by the Clerk and Chairman, it was agreed to discuss item 9 on the agenda.

9. Proposed budgeted expenditure/income to the end of the current financial year

The Clerk gave a brief explanation of the rationale behind the spreadsheet she had produced to predict income and expenditure to the end of the current financial year, as follows:

· It was based on historical information available on payments made last financial year and

· It represents a ‘worse case scenario’ model for expenditure

The Chairman explained that the clerk would update the budget spreadsheet on a regular basis and distribute to all Councillors prior to each meeting to allow a review of expenditure/income against budget to take place in the meeting.
8. Financial Statements and Appeals for Funding:
8.1
Balance to be placed in Deposit account
The Clerk confirmed that the Business Instant Access Account discussed in August’s meeting was now open, allowing instant access for transferral of funds, but no cheque book facility. The Clerk can initiate transfers by telephone.

The Motion:  to place £16,000 on deposit in the Business Instant Access Account was proposed by Chairman Cllr. Laws, seconded by Cllr Cockram and carried unanimously.

8.2
Appeals for funding

The Clerk advised that she had received the grant application form in respect of the £500.00 funding agreed in the August meeting, in respect of the Monkston Pavilion Community Centre refurbishment project.  However, the appeal was for an amount of £2,000.00 which represented 100% funding of the works.  Following discussions, the Motion:  that the Parish Council will donate 50% funding of the costs of refurbishment to the Monkston Pavilion Management Committee on presentation of relevant supporting invoices, was proposed by Cllr Maudsley, seconded by Cllr Balchin, and carried unanimously.

This payment will be made under LGA 1972 S19 (Miscellaneous Provisions).

Action:
The clerk to contact the Pavilion Treasurer to request copy invoices.
8.3
Bank Statement

Balance as at 1st September 2005
£22,044.76
8.4
Payments
	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque number

	Mr P Laws(noticeboard repairs)
	£15.96
	000167

	Mrs Lois Edwards
	£368.69
	000168

	MK Council (2 x replacement dog bins)
	£293.75
	000169


This expenditure was proposed by Cllr.Laws, seconded by Cllr. Maudsley and carried unanimously.
10. Parish Councillor Vacancies
John Moffoot, Head of Democratic Services at Milton Keynes Council, had responded via e-mail to a request to increase the number of councillors to seven to allow for representation on Monkston Park. He confirmed the request would be reported to the Council’s Business Management Group for consideration some time in the autumn.  However, if the request was reviewed sympathetically, any increase in Parish Councillor numbers would only take effect at the next ordinary election of councillors for the Parish in 2007.
The Clerk reported that the vacancy arising on Monkston following Simon Chambers’ resignation had been advertised and the Clerk would receive notification after 6th September from Milton Keynes Council’s Election Officer, to confirm whether the Parish Council could co-opt to fill the vacancy.
11. Matters Arising
11.1 Work in Progress List

The Chairman Cllr. Laws proposed the introduction of a “Work in Progress” (WIP) list.  This list would

· Contain details of all current Parish Council activities and their status, for the purpose of tracking workload and progress
· Appear as an agenda item at each meeting and following discussion, items will be added and deleted, as considered appropriate

· Be circulated on e-mail by the Clerk to all councillors every 2 weeks.

11.2 Service Levels
The Clerk had written to Caroline Godfrey of Parish Liaison to enquire as to the service levels MK Council should be working to in responding to enquiries, following several instances where a response had not been received within a reasonable time.  Caroline had responded by referring to MKC’s response times listed on page 3 of the Charter, i.e., a full response within 10 days or, if further investigation required, an acknowledgement within 10 days with an explanation of the reasons for the delay/timescale for the full response.

11.3 Replacement Dog bins

Following chasing on the part of the Clerk, an invoice had finally been received for 2 dog bins replaced on Kents Hill.  

Action:
The Clerk to pursue insurance claim for reimbursement of costs.

11.4 Kingston Tavern License

As part of regular updates on licensing applications within the Parish, the Clerk had been notified of an application to extend the licensing hours at the Kingston Tavern.  The establishment had applied for certain regulated entertainment and the sale/supply of alcohol until 00.30 Mon to Sun with 30 minutes drinking up time.

11.5 Alcohol restricted areas
Following the decision made at the August meeting to investigate implementation of alcohol restricted areas across the parish, the Clerk had contacted Phil Winsor, MK Council’s Chief Environmental Officer, to try and establish the procedure to follow.  Mr Winsor had responded to confirm that there had been some developments from a legal perspective which need to be confirmed by the Home Office before proceeding.  Parish Councils will be advised accordingly but it is likely that changes may enable the controls to be exercised across larger geographical areas in one go, benefiting the parish.

11.6 Milton Keynes Council’s procedure for adoptions of builders’ developments

Following lack of progress in establishing the reasons for delay in adopting the Parkminster Play area in Monkston, the Clerk had e-mailed Caroline Godfrey of Parish Liaison to enquire as to the existence of a written council procedure for adoptions.  Cllr. Laws’ main concerns were that the current procedure is flawed, with inappropriate MK Council personnel meeting contractors, and no clear timescales being agreed for works to be progressed.

Caroline had replied that she would investigate.
Action:
Clerk to chase C Godfrey
11.7 Tesco’s Abandoned Trolleys

The Clerk had spoken to Kevin Slater, “High Street” manager at Tesco’s Kingston store and had previously e-mailed the outcome of that conversation to all Councillors.  It was decided that the Clerk should also write to the new retailers moving into Kingston, i.e., Marks and Spencer and Costco, to establish their policy on the retrieval of abandoned trolleys.

Action:
The Clerk

11.8 Parish Council website

The Clerk confirmed she had been unable to contact Simon Chambers to find out how much work was involved in updating the Parish Council website.  The Chairman recommended contacting MK Council to find out how to set up a ‘weblet’ from the MK Website.
Action:
The Clerk

11.9 Faulty Noticeboard on Lindisfarne Drive, Monkston
The Chairman confirmed that a quote had been obtained for a new noticeboard to replace the old one, from Metrosigns 2000, who had previously supplied the noticeboard at the top of Bridlington Crescent.   However, Cllr. Laws had managed to secure the noticeboard with two new padlocks so it was agreed that the quote should be kept in abeyance for future reference.
12.      Correspondence:

Reviewed to 5th September 2005
MK Council consultation on waste strategy issues – notification of consultation period 15th August to 30th September - questionnaire distributed .
Annual Audit – E-mail from internal auditor Chris Davies to say thank you for vouchers.
Bedgebury Place – Notification from Midsummer Housing of Skills Centre opening day 10th September 2005.
Cllr Maudsley expressed concern about the amount of litter at the back of the Bedgebury Place flats.

Action:
Clerk to write to Midsummer Housing.
New Plan for Milton Keynes: Next Stage of Consultation - Letter from Milton Keynes Partnership advising consultation on spatial options from 7th November to 6th January 2006 – to be placed on Work in Progress list

Community Parking Partnership Scheme 2006/07 – Notification of the scheme criteria from Milton Keynes Council – to be discussed as an agenda item in November meeting.
Landscape Maintenance Variation: Notification from MK Council of variation to the Kents Hill Landscape Maintenance Contract
Correspondence sent by the Parish Council:

Engagement of private contractor for dog bin emptying services

Letter sent to AH Contracts requesting a formal quote and enclosing a map of dog bin locations

Request to open a Business Instant Access Account

Sent to Lloyds TSB – confirmation of account opening received back. 
Co-option of another Parish Councillor for Monkston Park

The Clerk had written to John Moffoot to formally request a review of Councillor numbers to allow representation on Monkston Park

Provision of a Post Box on Monkston Park

The Clerk had written to the Royal Mail to request the above.
13. Planning:
No comment.

14. Councillors’ reports

Football Tournaments on Kents Hill:
Cllr. Maudsley reported that, along with Cllr. Mrs Cockram and Ward Councillor Pat Wicker, he had attended a meeting with MK Council Leisure Services on 5th August, for the purpose of discussing the issues highlighted in the July meeting.  The proposed recommendations from the meeting were that:-

· tournaments should be restricted to two weekends only in June

· time limits should be imposed

· parking to be restricted to the facility only
It had also been decided that no Parish Council representative would sit on the management committee, but that the Parish Council should be kept in the loop and informed about the organisation of the tournaments.

Finally, Cllr. Cockram thanked the Clerk for her contribution so far in her new role.
Date of next meeting:-  Monday 7th November at 7.30 p.m. in the Monkston Pavilion.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.10 p.m.
