MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 9TH MAY 2005 AT THE MONKSTON PAVILION, ST. BARTHOLOMEWS.

1. The Chairman, Cllr. Laws, welcomed to the meeting members of the Council, four visitors and the Clerk. Members present were Cllrs. Maudsley, Balchin, Cockram and Mrs. Cockram.   Cllr. Chambers was not present and no apology had been received.
2. Declaration of interest:
None

3. Public Open Session:
Caroline Godfrey, Parish Liaison Manager in from Milton Keynes Council commenced by explaining the role of Parish Liaison, followed by delivery of a most informative presentation on the Parish and Town Council Charter, including the background to its creation.  Several Council members asked questions concerning its workings and funding implications, which she was able to answer.  
Caroline agreed to send further electronic copies of the Charter, and the Council agreed to discuss this further at the next Council meeting to be held on 1st August.
Additionally, following interest from all members present, Caroline offered to arrange for a member of MK Council’s Streetcare team to attend the September meeting to discuss any ongoing waste, highways and landscape issues that Councillors were aware of within the Parish.

Action:  The clerk to notify Parish Liaison of neglected areas for discussion and liaise to confirm visit.
Pat Wicker, MK Councillor, updated the members on the use of Bedgebury Place in Kents Hill.  She had received a report from Sue Villiers, MK Council Officer, notifying of as scheme called Midsummer Skills, to be run by the Midsummer Housing Assocation.  She had invited Cllr. Mrs Cockram to attend a meeting to give feedback on this.  Cllr. Wicker will suggest the scheme includes an element of ‘best behaviour’ training and invited the Parish Council to inform her of any other related issues.
Cllr Wicker also notified the Parish Council that she is now a member of the Milton Keynes Standards Committee and will take initial related enquiries on their behalf.
MK Councillor Derek Eastman reported that the Monkston Pavilion playing fields had been adopted by MK Council, and included in a weekly cleaning schedule by Cory Environmental.  He confirmed that the play park had not been adopted and this matter was in legal negotiations with the developer.  Milton Keynes Council may give this park an overhaul prior to adoption.

A general discussion followed concerning the possibility of making the aforementioned playing fields into a ‘Drink Controlled Area’ to eliminate the hazard of broken glass.  MK Cllr. Wicker explained how this scheme worked, and a discussion on whether to implement the scheme within the Parish will be raised as an agenda item at the August meeting.
Following approval by the Chairman and Clerk, it was agreed to discuss item 6 on the agenda, as follows.

6. Impact of parking issues related to football tournaments on Kents Hill:
Cllr Maudsley reported that, on 3 consecutive weekends in June, football tournaments had taken place, with up to 199 teams participating in any one event.  This resulted in issues concerning both the noise levels, and excessive amounts of cars parked outside of the facility, both of which were unacceptable, and inconvenient to local residents.
Following discussion it was agreed that MK Cllr. Wicker would set up a meeting with MK Council Leisure Services, involving the Parish Council.  Issues to be raised are:

· potential restriction in numbers attending football events 
· the frequency of events
· parking provision.
4. Approval of Minutes:
The minutes of the meeting held on 9th May 2005 were agreed and signed as a true record.
5. Extra parking bays on Monkston:
Chairman Cllr Laws pointed out that, in the absence of signing the Parish and Town Council Charter, the Parish Council would not be able to take advantage of the Residential Parking Fund.  MK Council had quoted £79,000 as the cost of providing extra parking bays on Blanchland Circle and Lindisfarne (off V11 Tongwell Street), of which the Parish Council would be expected to contribute £40,000.  As this expenditure had not been taken into account in setting the precept for the current financial year, Cllr Laws suggested that this project should be placed on the back burner until the next financial year, whereupon a relevant statement of interest should be raised in the grant scheme for next year.
7. Co-option of a new Parish Councillor from Monkston Park:
Following discussion about the above, it was agreed that, in principle, a representative from this area was required on the Parish Council.  The clerk volunteered to investigate with Milton Keynes Council whether the Parish Council were eligible to appoint another councillor, taking into consideration their current numbers and the size of the local electorate.

Action:
The clerk

8. Matters arising:
8.1
Cllr Laws made the Council aware that the clerk had been notified of an application to supply liquor for consumption off the premises, for the proposed Marks and Spencer store at Kingston.  No objections were raised.

8.2
Cllr. Maudsley raised the issue of a dog bin on Sweetlands Corner, Kents Hill, close to the top of Crowbourough Lane, which had not been emptied recently, according to the lack of signature on the bin.
Action:
The clerk to investigate with MK Council and establish which days of the week dog bins on Kents Hill were contracted to be emptied.

9. Correspondence:
Reviewed to 4th July:
Milton Keynes Replacement Local Plan – Proposed Modifications -  Notification from MK Council regarding consultation period to 7th July, Cllr Maudsley took CD ROM for perusal.
Milton Keynes Community Mediation Service – acknowledged grateful receipt of the Parish Council’s recent donation.

Milton Keynes Assocation of Urban Parish Councils – Agenda of meeting to be held on 7th July, Cllr Maudsley will attend.
Milton Keynes Local Development Framework System.  Invitation to attend briefing for Parish Councils on Friday 22nd July, from Milton Keynes Council – Cllr Laws will attend, clerk to notify MK Council accordingly.

Anti Social Behaviour Delivery Group.  Stantonbury Parish Council are carrying out a survey on behalf of MK Cllr Barbara Wright, to which the Parish Council devised answers which the clerk will convey back. 
Unpaid invoice re: dog bin emptying. From MK Council Debt Recovery department.  The Clerk explained how this had arisen due to an internal error on the part of MKC, and was now resolved.  This prompted discussion that the complaint letter that the Clerk will be writing concerning infrequency of bin emptying should be expanded to cover all the issues which had arisen to date around this facility, including billing issues. Action:  The Clerk
Community Involvement in the Planning System.  From MK Council.  This questionnaire was taken by the Chairman for completion.
Houses in Multiple Occupation (HIMO’s) E-mail from MK Cllr Kevin Wilson with letter attached inviting submissions from interested parties following a review of performance issues related to HIMO’s by the Council’s Performance Review and Audit Panel. This was taken by Cllr Laws.
Development of site for local centre on Monkston Park -  notification from English Partnerships that the plans and further information are available for public inspection by appointment.
Correspondence sent by the Parish Council:-

Blanchland Circle Play area: Letter sent to Wilcon’s on 29th June requesting the overgrown grass to be cut.

No further comment.

10. Planning:

It was agreed by consensus that the Parish Council wished to object to planning application reference 05/00690/FUL, for Change of Use from residential (use class C3) to house in multiple occupancy, at 60 Lindisfarne Drive, Monkston.  The grounds for objection are inappropriate use of a residential property increasing the risk of potential anti-social behaviour and inadequate parking provision in the locality.
Action:  Clerk to contact MK Council to raise objection.

The clerk agreed to e-mail the Council members twice a month notifying of planning refusals and permissions granted since the last update.

11. Annual Return for the Financial Year 2004/05

The clerk confirmed that the internal audit report had been returned by Mr. Chris Davies and the Notice of ‘Exercise of Electors’ Rights’ had been published in time to meet the external auditor’s Call Date. Other matters dealt with included:-

11.1
The clerk briefing the Council on the recommendations arising from his report.  It was agreed that at the August meeting the clerk would report on expenditure against the budget set at the start of the current financial year.  The clerk will also investigate with Lloyds TSB bank the possibility of placing the bulk of the Parish Council’s reserves in an interest-bearing deposit account.
Action:   The Clerk
11.2
Complete the Annual Return.  Section 2 of the Annual Return (Statement of Assurance) was completed by the Clerk and signed by both the Clerk and the Chairman.
Following discussion The Motion:  That the internal auditor, Mr. Chris Davies, should be awarded Marks and Spencer vouchers to the value of £50, as a token of gratitude for his work on the internal audit was proposed by Cllr Maudsley, seconded by Cllr. Balchin and carried unanimously.  This expenditure is made under the provisions of LGA1972, S.111.

Action:  The clerk to purchase and remit vouchers with a letter of thanks to the auditor.
12. Financial Statements

12.1
Bank Statement

Balance as at 1st July 2005

£26,048.33

12.2
Payments
	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque number

	BALC
	£42.00
	000158

	Monkston Pavilion
	£60.00
	000159

	Mrs Lois Edwards
	£442.00
	000160


This expenditure was proposed by Cllr.Laws, seconded by Cllr. Maudsley and carried unanimously.
13. Introduction of an additional cheque signatory

The Motion:  that Cllr. Mrs Janice Cockram should become a 3rd signatory to the Kents Hill and Monkston parish council, allowing any 2 out of 3 signatories to sign cheques, was proposed by Cllr. Maudsley, seconded by Cllr. Balchin and carried unanimously.
Action:  The clerk to circulate the relevant bank form for signature.

14. Councillors’ reports

Cllr. Balchin reported that he had heard of a possible ‘straightening out’ of the V10 Brickhill Street around the Broughton development.  Following discussion it was agreed to raise any such concerns with English Partnerships at their presentation at the August meeting.

15. Date of next meeting:-  Monday 1st August at 7.30 p.m. in the Monkston Pavilion.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.05 p.m.
