MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 7TH MARCH 2005 AT THE MONKSTON PAVILION, ST. BARTHOLOMEWS.

1.0 The Chairman, Cllr. Maudsley, welcomed to the meeting members of the Council, 

one visitor and the Clerk. Members present were Cllr.Laws (ViceChairman),

and Cllrs Balchin, Cockram and Chambers. 

2.0 Declaration of interest:

Cllr. Cockram – Item 12

3.0 Public Open Session:

No attenders.

4.0 Approval of minutes:

The minutes of the meeting held on 10th January 2005 were agreed and signed as a true record.

5.0 Matters arising:

Co-option of sixth Parish Councillor. Following the receipt of  letter dated 25th February 2005 from John Moffoot, Head of Democratic Services, MKC, it was decided by consensus that a further member must be co-opted without delay. To that end, Mrs. Janice Cockram had agreed to stand, and her letter of application was forwarded to all members with the agenda.

6.0 Policies:

After lengthy discussion, it was decided that the following may be listed on the website as policies for publication formally adopted by the Parish Council:

Current Agenda

Ratified Minutes

Audited Accounts

Mention was also made of the Freedom of Information Act, which came into force at the beginning of the year. Members had vague recollections of having signed the relevant document, and the Clerk will check with Parish Liason.

7.0 Correspondence:

Reviewed to 7th March. Parish and Town Council Charter: Following a letter from Caroline Godfrey, MKC, to attend a meeting and answer queries on the Charter, which has not yet been signed, it was agreed that the Clerk shall invite her to the next meeting. Speed Indicator Device: Queries were also made on the viability of the Parish Council obtaining a Device for its permanent use. The Clerk will make appropriate enquiries. Western Expansion Area: The Chairman advised members that he is in regular communication with John Hawthorne, Chairman of Hanslope PC, and is supporting him in his campaign for the grid road system to be extended into the western expansion area. Members agreed, by consensus, that the Chairman should continue to act on behalf of the Parish Council in this matter.

8.0 Parish Council Website:

Cllr. Chambers reported that the site is up and running. Suggestions were made for additional information which could be included on it, specifically from Kents Hill First School, and Cllr. Chambers will contact the Head Teacher accordingly.

9.0  Finance: 
9.1 Bank Statement:
Balance at 28/2/05:
£37,804.38

9.2 Payments: 


Metrosigns 2000:


£    94.00 (chq.no. 000142)


Hostaway Ltd.



£  114.50 (chq.no. 000143)


Monkston Combined School:

£5,100.00 (chq.no. 000144)


BALC:




£   480.06 (chq.no. 000145)


Mrs. S. Rumens:


£   360.01 (chq.no. 000147)

      This expenditure was proposed by Cllr. Maudsley, seconded by Cllr.Laws and 

      carried unanimously. 

     9.3 Receipts:


VAT refund to 31/12/04:

£1013.72

10.0 Donation to Monkston Combined School:

        The Donation, which had been agreed  on 5th August 2004, was confirmed under 

         the provisions of LGA 1972, S137.

11.0 Planning:
        No comment.



12.0 Co – option of another Parish Councillor;

        Mrs. Janice Cockram’s application having been circulated and after due 

 discussion, The Motion: That Mrs. Cockram be co-opted as a member of Kents 

        Hill and Monkston Parish Council was proposed by Cllr. Maudsley, seconded by 

        Cllr. Laws and carried unanimously. Cllr. Mrs. Cockram completed the 

        Acceptance of Office form and took with her the register of Interest form, to be 

        completed and returned to the Clerk within the statutory 28 days. The Clerk will 

        notify MKC accordingly.


13.0  Appeal for Funding:

After discussing the letter of appeal and the shopping list provided by the Middleston and Monkston Youth Group, members decided that more information is needed before a decision can be made. The clerk will, therefore, invite Philip Keech to attend the next Parish Council meeting. Members noted that they were informed by MK Cllr. Crooks at the January meeting that funding already in place has ensured that the Group will not need the Donation from Kents Hill and Monkston, which is in the 2005/06 budget, until that Financial year.

14.0 Councillors’ Reports:

 Cllr Maudsley has attended meetings with Steve Crowther, MKC, to address the  

 problem of illegal car parking access in the Wildflower Meadow.Concrete posts

 are now in place to prevent access.

 Cllr. Laws has made another appearance on Three Counties Radio. He also 

 reported that the playpark at Lanercost ave. is nearly complete.

 Cllr. Balchin has taken delivery of a graffiti – busting kit for use throughout the   

 Parish.

15.0 Future meetings:

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place at 7.30 pm on Monday, 9th 

 May, 2005 at the Monkston Pavilion, St. Bartholomews.The Chairman advised members that he will be unable to attend, as he will be recuperating from an operation. The clerk advised members that she, very reluctantly, has to resign due to her husband’s retirement and ill – health. She will carry on in the post until the end of May, so that members will have the opportunity to find a replacement.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.20

