MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 10TH JANUARY 2005 AT THE MONKSTON PAVILION, ST. BARTHOLOMEWS.

1.0 The Chairman, Cllr. Maudsley, welcomed to the meeting members of the Council, 

five visitors and the Clerk. Members present were Cllrs Balchin, Cockram and 

Chambers. Apologies, due to illness, were received from Cllr.Laws.

2.0 Declaration of interest:

Cllr. Chambers – Planning Application 04/01939/FUL.

3.0 Public Open Session:

M.K. Play Association. Steve Naylor and David Livermore gave a presentation, in the form of a short film, on last year’s holiday activities. They also outlined plans for 2005. They have increased the number of teams to two, covering sixteen sites during both the Easter and summer holidays, and, last year, found it particularly heartening that parents became involved with their children during the play sessions. Steve and David are delighted that Monkston & Kents Hill PC wishes to take part in the coming year’s scheme. They handed a copy of the CD Rom to the clerk, and printed hand outs of the year’s events to all members. The Chairman thanked them for attending and they left the meeting. The CD Rom was given to Cllr. Chambers, as it might prove useful for the web site which he is compiling.

Community Policing. Mk Cllr. Isabella Fraser, Chairman of Campbell Park PC, gave a fascinating and informative talk on the schemes which are currently in place at Campbell Park, and the changes which will take place as the result of new Home Office initiatives. She also informed members of a forthcoming fact finding visit which she and colleagues will be making to Brussels in an endeavour to obtain EU Funding. Cllr. Fraser invited any member of the PC to visit the Campbell Park Parish Office and to observe its work. She was thanked by the Chairman for giving up her time to attend, and remained for the rest of the meeting as an observer.

4.0 Approval of minutes:

The minutes of the meetings held on 1st and 24th November 2004 were agreed and signed as a true record.

5.0 Matters arising:

BPHA and Monkston Park: 

Cllr. Balchin has passed to Cllr. Laws the drawings received from BPHA.

Dogbins: Although the order was placed some months ago, members were unsure whether the damaged/stolen bins have been replaced. The Chairman will check the site and the clerk will contact MKC on the matter.

6.0 Correspondence:

Reviewed to 10th January. The copies of the Parish and Town Council Charter were handed to the Chairman for consideration. Cllrs. Cockram and Chambers wish to receive copies of the P & TC Newsletter electronically, and the clerk will advise MKC accordingly. Members agreed, by consensus, to send a Precept leaflet with Council Tax bills. The clerk will notify Parish Liason.

7.0 Parish Council Website:

Cllr. Chambers handed to members a copy of his preliminary research. After due discussion, The Motion: That Kents Hill and Monkston Parish Council authorises Cllr. Chambers to act on its behalf in the matter, and to spend up to the sum of £150 in setting up the website was proposed by Cllr. Maudsley, seconded by Cllr. Balchin and carried unanimously. It was further agreed that details of the website will be placed prominently on the Precept letter.

8.0 Finance: 
       Members 
received a copy of the quarterly Income and Expenditure figures.

8.1 Bank Statement:
Balance at 31.12. 04:
£37,467.49

8.2 Payments: 

Mrs. S. Rumens:


£358.33 (chq. no. 000138)

Monkston Community Centre:
£  20.00 (chq. no. 000139)

R. Cockram:



£110.00 (chq. no  000140)

Church of Christ The King:

£500.00 (chq. no. 000141)

      This expenditure was proposed by Cllr. Maudsley, seconded by Cllr. Balchin and 

      carried unanimously.

9.0  Budget 2005-06:

       Estimated expenditure: Grants  to local organisations totalling £6.000. MK Play 

Asscn. to be advised. Salaries and expenses £2000. Parish Partnership Fund 

(Blanchard Circle) £2500.00  The Motion: That the Precept for 2005 – 06 be set 

at £6,000 was proposed by Cllr. Maudsley, seconded by Cllr. Cockram and      

carried unanimously. The clerk will complete the Precept form and also notify 

MKC that the PC requires Precept letters to be sent with Council tax bills.

10.0 Planning:

 The Motion: That Kents Hill and Monkston PC objects to Application No. 

 04/02065/FUL was proposed by Cllr. Chambers, seconded by Cllr. Maudsley 

 and carried unanimously. The grounds for objection are the erosion of car 

 parking spaces which would inevitably occur, and the clerk will advise MKC 

 accordingly.

 Application No. 04/02116/FUL was also the subject of an objection, but it may    

 be that the application was for temporary use over the Christmas season. The 

 clerk will obtain further information.

 No further comment.

11.0  Co – option of another Parish Councillor;

After due discussion it was decided that five members are sufficient to the PC’s   present needs. Co-option of a sixth member would lead to an even number of Councillors, which could, theoretically, give excessive power to the Chairman. Moreover, with the development of Monkston Park will arise the need for representation from that part of the Parish – ideally two members.

The Motion: That Kents Hill and Monkston PC is not, at present, minded to co-opt further members was proposed by Cllr.Cockram, seconded by Cllr. Balchinand carried unanimously. The clerk will inform John Moffoot, at MKC

Electoral Registration, accordingly.


12.0  Appeal for Funding:

The Motion: That the sum of £500 be donated to the appeal from the Church of Christ The King was proposed by Cllr. Maudesley, seconded by Cllr. Cockram and carried unanimously. The donation is made under the provisions of LGA 1972, S137.
13.0  Councillors’ Reports:

 Trees at Monkston Combined School. Cllr. Balchin reported that, following    

  the letter sent on behalf of the Parish Council, trees are now being re-planted.

  Underpass under Standing Way. Cllr. Cockram reported that there is a large 

  block of concrete, which has been there for at least five years, lying in a 

  dangerous position. Chairman to pursue.


  Phoenix Paving. There are a number of boards which have been left behind on 

  completion of the work. The clerk will contact the company and have them 

  removed.

14.0  Future meetings:

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place at 7.30 pm on Monday, 7th   

 March, 2005 at the Monkston Pavilion, St. Bartholomews.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 22.00 

