Kents Hill and Monkston 
Safer Neighbourhoods - Neighbourhood Action Group
Monday 24th November 2008, 7.00pm at the Monkston Community Centre, Monkston
MINUTES
	Julie McPheat (TVP)
	Peter Laws (Parish Council)
	David Carey (resident)

	Samantha Gregson (TVP)
	Graham Clark (Parish Council/Chair)
	Stuart Warden (resident)

	Tim Puleston (TVP)
	Robert Barnes (Parish Council)
	Jill Farrow (member of the public)

	
	Amanda Wilmot (Clerk)
	Selma Atkins (member of the public)


Apologies:
Sam Crooks (Ward Councillor)

Jaime Tamagnini-Barbosa (Ward Councillor)

Not in attendance:
Vicky Farthing (resident)

Samantha Neptune (resident)

Claire Hutley (MK Council)

Sharon Smith (Parish Council)

1. Members present and apologies
Apologies were accepted.  
2. Group membership  
Julie suggested that there is a group of willing young people open to attend a future meeting or become members of the group.  It was agreed to invite the young people to the next meeting. 
Action:  Julie McPheat to invite the young people to the next meeting.

Amanda Wilmot reported that she had contacted other local stakeholders to join the group.  She reported that she had, to date, received no response from SWASP, MK Wanderers, Monkston Pre-school, Kents Hill Pre-School, Monkston Community Centre Trustees and Kents Hill Church. 

It was suggested that representatives from housing authorities should be invited to the meeting.  Amanda to write to Mary Arro of Guiness Midsummer and BPHA landlords.

Action:  Amanda Wilmot to write to Mary Arro and BPHA landlords.
It was suggested that Amanda contact the Extended Schools Co-ordinator for potential members.

Action:  Amanda Wilmot to write to Linzi, Extended Schools Co-ordinator.

3. Priority issues – rubbish, glass and trolleys

Claire Hutley reported in the November meeting that MKC would be willing to purchase bins for the NAG area, if the Parish Council would be in agreement to service them.  Amanda reported that the Parish Council had agreed to service the bins, and she awaits confirmation from MKC as to how many would be provided. Carried forward to next meeting.
Action:  Amanda Wilmot to carry forward to the next meeting. 
Peter reported that Tesco would be working to find out reasons for trolley ‘theft’ and will prepare a plan to address the problem.  Peter also reported that there is a packaging element to the litter problem.  Peter requested sponsored bins from Tesco (and other retail outlets at Kingston) to accommodate the litter generated by the retail site.  Tesco will be meeting with the managers of the retail outlets at Kingston to discuss further.
4. Priority issues – parking
Proposed footway and verge parking order. Deadline for response is 13th March.  Amanda to add this to the Parish Council agenda for 9th March.  The group would need to identify areas where the parking order should be introduced.  It was suggested that a walk around the area with MKC would be ideal.  Amanda to look through the EVAs and check whether there are locations which stand out as needing attention.  The group agreed that Blanchland Circle and the Monkston Park green should certainly be included and Easby Grove should be exempt from this order. 
It was agreed that members should send suggestions of locations for enforcement to Amanda by 6th March at the latest.

Action: Amanda Wilmot to add this to the agenda for 9th March meeting.

Action: Amanda Wilmot to work through the EVAs to identify suitable locations.

Action:  Members to send any suggested locations for enforcement to Amanda by 6th March.

Parking and byelaws – Tim reported that the byelaws (1956) have not been enforced – they can only be enforced if there is signage to inform residents discussed. The group agreed that the proposed footway and verge parking order item (above) would supersede the need to implement the byelaws.

Grass crete trial in Easby Grove and Lindisfarne Drive.  Claire Hutley to report how the pilots have been working. Action:  Claire Hutley to report on the results of the trial.

Email from resident of Waltham Drive.  It was agreed that Amanda should respond to the resident (Mr Blackmore) and advise that there are a number of initiatives under discussion, including verge parking enforcement.  This could potentially be a location for inclusion in the enforcement area. 

Action:  Amanda Wilmot to write to Mr Blackmore.

Flaxley Gate – there is potentially a problem on Flaxley Gate (where it meets Chaffron Way) as there has been vehicles parked on this stretch of road causing an obstruction.  Amanda to contact Paul Harrison, MKC, for a traffic safety officer visit.  Graham has photographs of this obstruction and will send them to Amanda.

Action:  Graham Clark to send photos of obstruction to Amanda.

Action:  Amanda Wilmot to contact Paul Harrison regarding the obstruction.

Claire Hutley advised that Millbank Place and Wilsey Pound had not yet been investigated as the team member is currently on leave.  Carried forward to next meeting.
Action:  Claire Hutely’s team to look at the parking problems in Millbank Place and Willsley Pound.

5. Minutes of the last meeting – report on other action points

It was agreed that the actions on the minutes of the previous meeting had been completed.

Posters.  Graham suggested that the dog fouling poster could be reduced in size and laminated, to be displayed on dog bins.  Graham to send the reduced size poster to Amanda for printing and laminating.

Action:  Graham Clark to send reduced size poster to Amanda.

Action:  Amanda Wilmot to print and laminate poster.

Parish Council newsletter.  Peter to include in the next newsletter item about how to report broken street lights, inspection covers, etc.

Action:  Peter Laws to include these items in the next newsletter.

6. Communications and quick wins
Tim reported that Operation Blunt was focussing on the carrying of knives in schools.  High visibility visits to schools at the end of the school day were included in this operation. Knife arches may be installed in schools if schools agree to this. 
Parking in Boxgrove Court.  An email was received from Brian Kalunga regarding the parking problems here.  This was noted by the Thames Valley Police representatives.  Tim reported that the police and Housing Association was aware of the issues raised by residents in this area, and have liaised accordingly.  The police agreed to monitor the situation.

Action:  Police representatives to monitor the situation in Boxgrove Court.

Action:  Amanda Wilmot to respond to Brian Kalunga.

7. Any other business
Graham reported that he attended a meeting in November 2008.  There are now 30 active NAGs in MK.

Julie made the suggestion of arranging a community social event, e.g. a fun run for children, to promote the tidy neighbourhood initiative.  Potentially held in the summer/autumn, the event could highlight what has been achieved and what is still to be done.  Amanda was asked to add this to the agenda for the next meeting.

Action:  Amanda Wilmot to add this to the agenda of the next meeting.

8. Next meetings

The August meeting has been cancelled.

The next meetings in 2009 were confirmed as follows:

	Date
	Time
	Venue

	Monday 16th March
	7.00pm
	Monkston Community Centre

	Monday 27th April 
	7.00pm
	Church of Christ the King, Kents Hill

	Monday 18th May 
	7.00pm
	Monkston Community Centre

	Monday 22nd June 
	7.00pm
	Church of Christ the King, Kents Hill

	Monday 20th July
	7.00pm
	Monkston Community Centre

	Monday 31st August 
	7.00pm
	Cancelled

	Monday 28th September 
	7.00pm
	Monkston Community Centre

	Monday 19th October 
	7.00pm
	Church of Christ the King, Kents Hill

	Monday 23rd November 
	7.00pm
	Monkston Community Centre

	Monday 14th December
	7.00pm
	Church of Christ the King, Kents Hill


There being no additional business, the meeting closed at 9.05pm.
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